1 Dr. 1 the 13 Dr. Oigge ld I 
= {| | Mr. Tong, 3 R obinſon, Mr. Sheffield, Mr. Gal-. 1 
|] lows and Mr. Reynolds, with about Fifty others | | 
; FE of the Brethren, 1 in Salters-Hall, on the 14th of i 
November, 1717. Ci 
] | Wherein the Diſhoneſty and 1088 886 of that : 
| 4 Claſſic Conventicle, in many Notorious Inftances, are | | 
#4] fairly expoſed to the View of all Zug; Proteſtanes : 
> +4 The Matters related being tranſacted in the By 
| | fence of above One Hundred Witneſſes; 3 and t 
1 8 + Whole Narrative intirely New and . 
115 _By JOSEP. H STE DM 7 | 
1 1 5 the Sin of their Mouth, and the Wordsof 7] 185 | 
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DESYUAESY T Folge” now N 100 wa 5 
e ſince our Meeting at Salters- 

'T 2 & Hall, 1think it neceſſary to in. 

= form the Reader, for what Ren. 
| ſon the Pablication of theſe Pas 
er has been ſo long deferr'd. | 


TRIO were ſo ſo evidently hf that 
I fully expected, the Mi or upon a fair Re- 
moxſtrance, would retract ſome of the Meaſures 


they had taken, and e a Second Conference, - . 
dhe rein the Iſſue of our Debate might be ſet upon 


@ more equal Footing. To what . offer d on this 


Head, the Reverend Mr. Chandler, who was 


preſent at the Miniſters Proceedings, added fe- 
vera weight bg 7 to AR their Com- 


Lange wit fſal of another Meetin 5 f 
The Exceprighs we Bat drawn ds 4% 7 
n ; A'S. | Den 3 
* "MF * 2 
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+ The PREFACE _ 

Proceſs in Salters-Hall, were laid before Dr. 
Calamy and Mr. Tong; but finding, after Jong 
Delays, that they would: not condeſcend to our 
Requeſt, another Expedient was t bought on; 
ant hat was, To acquaint the Merchants'with 

dur Affair, \defiring them to. interpoſe with the 

Miniſters for a Second Hearing, or to adviſe 
ſome other Method whereby this Buſineſs mig 
Be accommodated. «Ai Paper was accordingly 
| drawn up and preſented to one of the Gentlemen 
| Bhat encourage the Tueſday's Lecture at Sal- 
ters Hall, who promis d it ſhould be read and 
| Tonfider'd of. We afterwards found,” that ſome 
of the Miniſters had ſeen it, and had dealt ef- 
| fectualh with the Merchants, in their own, and 
| their Brother Reynolds's behalf; for ſince-that 
4 Time, little Notice hath been taken of any thing 
rr 


et thi Diſappointment, we came to a Re- | 
ſolution of publiſhing to the World an Account of 
the whole Affair, that all indifferent Perſons 
might judge, whether the Mini ters had dealt 
honeſtly, er otherwiſe: And I informed Mr. Tong 
thb, in a Letter delivered to him by Mr. 
Chandler; but he would not ſo much as read it. 

Let we were perſuaded to forbear at preſent, our 
intended Publication, bythe Importunity of cer- 
tain.Gentlemen at London (not of the Presby- 
tterian Way) who were, defirous, once more, to 
tf try what might be donewith the Miniſters to ac- 
| | -commodate this Matter in private. I was not | 
Pad g making a Noiſe about it in the World; 


as 
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tho be had been dealt with very unhandſomly by 

F the Brethren, mere for judgin accor ding 70 
his Conſcience; and had hs Apology ready for 
the Preſs at that Time. Some oduantage, 
however, we have by our waiting thus long : *Tis + 
9 e Argument on our fide, That we have 


not raſhly betaken our. ſelues to this laſt Expedi- 


4 ent, of appealing in a publick manner againſt the 
* Miniſters Conduct; no, not till we had tried in 
= vain all probable means to prevent that Extre. 


I Roto it has been ſuggeſted, That, confider- 
ing what Reflections may be caſt upon Religion 
on this Occaſion, it was more adviſeable to for- 
bear printing; and that a (rms ck Appeal in 
this Caſe, will look too much like Self-ſeeking. 
But, with the Objector s Leave, to defend our 
Perſont, Goods, or Reputations, when injuriouſly 
attach d, is ſuch a Self-ſjeeking, as God and Na- 
ture have allow'd to every Man for his own Pre- 
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¶ſervation. Nay, we are bound to vindicate our- 


© /elves, when falſly accuſed ; for otherwiſe, by 
our Silence, we implicitely ſubſcribe to the Charge 
brought againſt us; and are acceſſary to our be- 


| 1 ing render d uſeleſs in the World; or leſs uſeful 


= than we might have been. oAs we are not our- 
= ſelves to do any thing that may ruin our Reputa- 
= tion; ſo we may not, tamely, ſaffer any other 
Perſon to ruin it. The Obligation we are under, 
by all lawful means, to ſupport our good Name, 
= 7s equal in both Caſes. Aud whatever Diſad- 
= vantage may from hence ariſe to the Publick, 
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Bat in the preſent Buſineſs, I am under no 


uch mighty Apprehenſion of Danger to Religion, 

| : as that ſaggeſied 1 mean, \ he Religion which | 
| God bat h eſlabliſned: For I doubt not, but That 

will maintain its Authority, without t his pitiu ® 

Shit of concealing the Vices of its Pr . 1 

pe cialhj Minifters:: If not, the Church of Rome 

i much in the right ou t, who ſo induſtrioufly con- 

cxali the Blemiſbes of her Clergy, and will not 

ſuffer their eActions, tho never ſo ſcandalous, to 

_ be too narrowly: pry'd into. But, what Credit 

this has gained the Catholic Cauſe, every body a 

Fun. Ala, I the Reputation. of Chriſtianity, } 

and That of Mr. Reynolds aud his Brethren, are je 

quite different 'Things. If what they bave dune ,; 

reflect *Di/grace upon their um particular Pro- +1, 

Fein, they may thank themſelves far, it : Thi, Te 

Thelieve, io underſtanding Man will charge that | 36, 

ab the Body of the Laity, which was dave.only Bi 

by a Conventicle of Miniſters in Salters- Hall. 


II a Vanity ſo ext rauagaut for our Diſſeut. 
ing Presbyters to lord it over any Perſan or Peo- 
ple, that no Words can ſufficiently. expoſe it. For 
Bretbren that preach powerfully againſt the lau- 

il Fariſdiffion of our Dioceſans,, to jet up an ar. 
= titrary Court of their own, and judge of Cauſes 
Aut at all under the Minifterial Inſpect a V0- 
Fh reſting them into their ou Hands, 
A4̃4gaiuſt the Conſent of the Harties concern id; 
combining to juſtify. each other; n ther 
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Te PREFACE. 7 
ble ek Sentences; and burrying all before them 
4: Yripht or terung; is ſomething worſe, if poſſible, 
n Prieſt-craft ite Jet this, and more, 
20 done in alters- Hall, before a Multituds of 
Witne(ſ« EJ, by the Gentlemen concern d in the 
following" Narratiue. I was told by a confidera- - 
” Hearing, That my meeting of the Miniſters 
A cool be to no purpoſe: He ſaid, He had been 


ne if often preſent at Conferences of this nature. That 
be Miniſters always combin d to carry the Cauſe 
Vir themſelves ; and would certainly do ſo now, 


84 it argues a flrange Exceſs of Pride, and 
e 2 Itch of Power is the Brethren, to deal thus 
arbitrarily with their People; ſo, for the Laity 
„ _ Temper, while, at the ſame time, they give 
at | them their Breud, is an Inſtance of Dulneſs and 
yy © Bigottry ſcarce to be parallelled. Is that juſt 
-, Kt Sexſe of Liberty, which our Diſſenters make 
ſuch a Noiſe about, come to this, that they muſt 
ire Men with charitable Contributions to ride 
over their Heads? For my part, let the Repu- 
= tation of the Claſſis fink or ſwim ; unleſs they 
alter their Meaſures, and retraft their falſe 
and forged eAccuſations, I will expoſe them to 
| the utmoſt, wherever I have Opportunity. My 

Arcaſers cannot but be ſenſible, that they have 


tus Letters ſent to Lewes in Suſſex ; therefore 
therr obſlinate refuſing to hearken to my Con- 


fearfully wrong'd and abuſed me in their ſcenda. 


ö 1 that others may venere fb then 


 rator's. Requeſt (ſo far as I can eee were 


rian Minifters in and about the Cit , were Ac. 
tors in this Piece of Prieſt-craft. 1 100 4 great 


in the following Pages, I not only appeal to the 2 
Salters-Hall at the Time add: jos ok 175 14 


woreover, I do bereby challenge a 
__ the Brethren, that "hal deny. or equivocate in 


* e LOS 


8. The)PREFAGCE _ 
Plain, is not Weakneſs, hut Wickedne by. 
I ook N ſelf at full Liberty to p 


Ations, to complain againſt i 


Tet that none may be blamed, who were 
Anal concern d in this of ir at Salters-Hall, 
T think my. ſelf obliged to inform the Reader, That 
All the Miniſters who voted: there at the Mode. 


of the Presbyterian Profeſſion, except; Mr 
live of Lewes, whois a kind. of half 16 Yo 
dent. Mor do I ſuppoſe, that all 555 Presbyte - 6 e 


many who were abſent, and * who left tbe I ir 
Hal before the Moderator call d for his Bre. 
threns Verdict, and that as I am inform d) not 
without ſome Expreſſions of their Diſlike at what © 

the Miniſters were doing. The reſt that voted 


with the Doctor, were ſome few City-Minifters, _ 
anda great Number of young een! Prea ac 55 | 
"vs and Country| Penfioners, 47 4s 


F- the Truth of the Matters of Fact related 


Gentlemen of Lindfield, and all others preſent in 


and every of wth 


ann ane Particular, to meet them at any time, 


' aud in as publick a manner..as they pleaſe, fo | 


a what I have now, written : As. Hh, 7 
el bs ready to Pls K an Anſwer comes to th is | 
in 


4 The PREFACE 9 
in Print. Bui if they will neither meet me, nor 
anſwer in Writing, I hope the World will be fo 
jaſt as to acquit me from the groſs Aſperſions caſt 
apo me by the Brethren, and to eſteem their 
Charge, as it really is, a downright Forgery. 


> £ oh 
\ * 
4 l 1 
# ; 2 4 
To a . 
44 . 


I hope the Gent leman who ſome time ſince pab- 
= i'd 2 Treatiſe of Presbyterian Prieſt- craft, 
will not be offended at my uſing the ſame Title, 
it was prefixed tu my Papers above a Tear ſince ; 
and, I think, the Contents will ſhew how juſt a 
Claim they haue to that eAppellation. So long 
r the Brethren continue to practiſe, every one 
Y bas g Right ro publiſh their Frieſt craft. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Se * * 0 a 4 


HERE will ſpeedily be ith," 4 
Proteſtation againſt the Proceedings of 
the London Miniſters, by the Diſſenting People | 22 
of Lindſield, and the Parts adjacent, in the | 8 
County of Suſſex, as well with reference to 
Themſelves, as to the Proceſs againſt Mr. bY 
Stedman, in Salters. Hall. 8 
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282828285 November 1516, 1 made 8 | Jow?- | 
12 ney to Bewes in Suſſex, my native 
Country, and ſtaid there with a 
Relation about a Month; at which 
1 7 : ” Time the Diſſenters at Lindfiel bee 
8 IREIRTS 0 deftitute of a Miniſter, and ha- 
ing their Eye upon me, apply'd 
Ithemſelves to che Rev. Mr. Brew and Mr. Ole 
Jof Lewes for Advice, who approv'd of their Deſign, 
and told them, If any Perſon were doubtful of my 
baracter, they were ready to ſatisfy them; the 
Tonteſt between the London Miniſters, particularly | 
Mr. Thomas Reynolds and my-ſelf, being known here 
ſome time before. Hereupon 1 was ſent for, and 
Ya few Days after went to Lindfield, where 1 officiated 
to the Peoples Satisfaction, and met with ſuitable | 
© Encouragement. 
lt will be needful to inform the Reader, That the 
Perſon imploy'd before me by this People, had be- 
haved himſelf very offenſively amongſt them; yet, 
Ytho' he was diſcarded by the Body of the People; A ; 
ON B 2 * 


LT 


W Nr ch Kitt upde d . 
Mm enwards,, near Lindficld, once a. n as . 
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2 continued to do ever fince. . oh 


"> 36 AA. 6... 


- wichdeawing 2 from their . — 


a looſe 1 which be had ſhew's | in, ſeveral 
Places before his coming to Lindfield : And they had 


promiſed to aſſiſt this People with an Allowance out 


of the Presbyrerian Fund, fo: ſoon as they ſhould be 


provided of another, Minifter ; tho tht y declin'd 
doing any thing conſiderable towards the intire Re- 


moval of the former Preacher, whoſe Continuance 


here kept the Congregation under ſome Diſadvan- 
tage, and render'd their maintaining of me the more 
difficult. Wherefore Notice was given by the Rev. 
Mr. Chandler, to Dr. Calamy and other Miniſters at 
Landon, That the People of Lindſield, who had fal- 


len off from their former Preacher, were now provi- 
ded of another, and ſtood in need of the Aſſiſtance 
they had promiſed. But hearing whom they had 
choſen, the Doctor, particularly, ſhewyd a remarka- 


ble Surprize, and threatned, 1 1 not what Pro- 


teſtations, he and his Brethren would make againſt 
me and the People, if I continu'd amongſt them; 


declaring, that not a Farthing ſhould be allowed 
out of the Fund towards my Maintenance. This 


Neus was ſoon brought us by Mr. Chandler, who at 
preſent had little or no Acquaintance with me. 
„I knew the Diſpleaſure of the London Miniſters 
againſt me, gracepded from the Difference that had 
been for ſome time between Mr. Reynolds and my- 
ſelf; in order to remove which Difficulty, I ſent a 
Letter by Two of my People to Mr. Reynolds, ear- 
neſtly deſiring him not to renew the old Quarrel, 


and promiſing on my part, that it ſhould be intir ly 
forgotten, if he did not purſue me with his * f 
| Mets which would oblige me f ſtill to defend my- 3 
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_ Predhjterian Prieſt Craft. 13 
elf. But in vain; nothing would ſatisfie him; and 
he adviſed the Gentlemen that waited on him from 
me, to diſmiſs me from Lindfield immediately ; tel. 
ling them, I was an inſinuating Fellow, and would 
ſoon gain ſo much upon the Peoples Affections, if I 
ſtaid among them, that it would be difficult to re- 
mode me at All: I leave any indifferent Perſon to 
judge what Motive Mr. Reynolds might probably 
= have, for this Advice: For my own part, I am well 
x fatisfy'd it proceeded from a Conſciouſneſs of the 
great Injuſtice he had done me ſome time before; 
and from a Suſpicion that I ſhould find Friends who 
would call him to an Account for it. He knew, I 
bad met with 'Reſpe& in other Places, and is now 
7 ſenſible; to his Diſgrace, that I have met with the 
XZ fame here, notwithſtanding of his Endeavours to the 
Z contrary; tho I never attempted to purchaſe the 
= Efteem of any by diſhoneſt means, as he would have 
OE ove nr) . bh A 
* - Mr. Olive of Lewes wrote a Letter about this Time 
to Mr: Reynolds in very obliging Terms, deſiring him 
not to oppoſe my being at Lindfield : But his writing 


had no better Effect than mine; for, as the Event 
haas too plainly proved, this Meek Brother was re- 


ſolved to perſecute me with the moſt violent Efforts 
of an Inſatiable Wrath. And having now, as he 
| ſuppeſed, à fair Opportunity of gratifying his dear 
Revenge, upon one that had handled him ſomewhat 
roughly for his former diſhoneſt Dealings, he is re- 
ſolved, no Conſideration ſhall divert him from it. 
| I wonder'd at the Imprudence of the Man, in thus 
obſtinately renewing a Quarrel, which before had 
deen ſo little to his Credit, and had now lain dor- 


wich an eaſie Conqueſt at preſent, from my being 
| with a poor People, who had, as he knew, a De- 
= pendance upon the Miniſters at London for their pro- 
mis d Aſſiſtance. Purſuant to his Deſign, he ingag'd. 
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mant Three Yeirs. No doubt he flatter'd himſelf 
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the Brotherhood in his Quarrel, and (to uſe b own 
Words) got them to write a n me; not being 
_ willing todo it himſelf, as he own'd;;' fear- 
ing;'1 ſuppoſe, that would not be eds enough, 
on yogi it would too pan betray his Revenge. | 


4 coyr of the Anne, Fire L E TTER. 
To the Rev. Mr. Barnard _ Mr. Olive, at Leer 


Reverend Brethren, 


E have been informed, that Ms. b is now 

_ at Lindfield, not from you 5 a Perſon who hath 
0 not only done an horrid piece of Injuſtice to our good Bro- 
ther Reynolds, but hath to that added the Guilt of Per- 
jury, and (as we, who were in the Court at the Time of | 
the Trial, have Reaſon to believe) did ſuborn his Bro- 
nher and Siſter alſo to ſwear falſely in bis Cauſe. We 
think our-ſelves obliged to declare to you, That we can 
no means conſent, that he ſhould either there or elſe- 
where, be imployed in the Work of the Miniſtry, till, at 
leaſt, there appears in him ſuch a Repentance as is ſaita- 
ble to his uncommon Guilt, Leſs than this we cannot 
do, in Fuſtice to our injur'd Brother, and out of the ten- 
der Regard we have for the Reputation of the Miniſtry, 
and of our common Chriſtianity. We had rather this our 
agreed Senſe ſhould reach the People thro' your Hands, 
than that it ſhould come firſt to them from us, who are 
leſs known (if at all: known) to them + 8 Which _ 
* * Trouble, from, 


ace Of, Reverend . ; 
5 5 x Your AﬀeAtionate Brethren and Servants, 


London, Re 2 Oldfield. 

1 1416-17. 5 HBenj. Robinſon. 
N een | | Ww. Tong. $447 
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wh of © OY moſt falſe and ſcandalous Letter (fo 81 by 
ing the Brethren). was no leſs ſurprizing to me, than to 
my Hearers ; having never been charg'd by any with 


gh, che deteſtable Crimes mention'd in it, though the 
rial 1 had with Mr. Reynolds in Weſtminſter-Hall, 
about his Charity-School, was near Three Years be- | 
41-8 fore this Time.. told my People, 1 was willing to | 
er. | 1 meet my Accuſers, and that if they could make ap- 


pear any one part of their Charge, I would deſiſt 

om Preaching,; but if they could not, 1 hoped this 

Letter ſhould have no Influence upon them to my 
Fe cd This was approved by them as a fait 

rare and ſens bo, the ſaid Mnifters1 ina e wr 
t fett; | 


Gentlemen, ee | Lindfield, * we 


"Am" greatl ee at + your Letter of February 16. 
1 „ 1 Rev. Mr. Barnard and Mr. Ollive. Tou can- 
1 not but be ſenſible that you have therein horribly abuſed 
bk. ne; and I challenge you, or any of yon, to meet me, and 
male good your Charge before indifferent Judges; in the 
Choice of whom I expect an equal Share : Upon your ſo 
12 I ſhall deſiſt from Preaching, and never enter a Pul- 
* more without your Conſent, But if your Accuſation 
3 pear groundleſs, as I know it muſt, I ſhall eæpet᷑t 
La reaſonable Satisfaftion for the Abuſe, As Gentlemen 
* eg n er . cannot an this fair Offer 1 as 


3 


Your ihr d Servant, EG 
ah Jol Sredman, 


"Theo L Danes of my Letter, tho per 5 
aps - ds hens oe Wards the Copy being loft 0 p 


1 LA 0 p 
12 = 8 5 a 8 . N 8 4 ( 4 
N $ * OE $f . , X 8 1 & 


There, 


* „ 4, 8 


16 Pech — 


"Wb Credit of the above-quoted Letter of che M Mini- 
ſters: Mr. Ollive had heard much of the Law- Suit, 


enough from crediting the Accuſations of the Mini- 
ers, upon their bare Word, ſupported with no bet 


make uſe of his Acqvuaintance or Intereſt with my 
People, to gain their Belief to the Letters they had 
ſent; and that was a diſhoneſt thing to Mr. Olive as 
well: as my-ſelf, 


Letter of the Minifters, yet he was privy tothe ſend- 


— to Mr. Olive, might be, for fo it ſhould 
have been concealed, and not have been blazed about 
to the Country zo dot me — (as indeed it would 


There were ſeveral Circumſtances which ſi poiled | 


both from Mr. Reynolds and my-ſelf, and ſeemed' far 


ter Reaſon than their being in Court at the Time of | 
our Trial; ſo that it loft all the Weight th ey fuppo- of 
ſed i it wou 1d have by coming thro? his Hands _ ': 
By the way, it was a very unfair thing in the Mi- 1 
nifters, to ſend their Accuſations of me to Mr;Oftve, Ws 
on purpoſe that they might gain the better Credit 78 
amongſt my People by coming through his Hands. 
They plainly intimate, that they expected his Ace- 
uaintance with the People of Lindfield, ſhould make 
eir Letter more effectual, than it would have been | 
SEL firſt from themſelves ; ; becauſe they were, in 
a great meaſure, Strangers to the People (as they pre- 


tend, for Mr. Tone, I'm ſure, was well enough known 7 | 
to the Chief of my Hearers, and all of them known t 
to Mr. Chandler, except Mr. Galloway): But by this 


Artifice they attempted to hook in Mr. Olive as a u 
Party with themſelves, expecting he ſhould vauch 


for hate forged Accuſations: And pray, what is tt 


that better than ſuborning of Witneſſes ? Something, 


tis plain, they expected Mr. Olive would ſay —— W :; 


their Letter, or elſe they might as well have ſent it hy 
the Poſt. In ſhort, tis manifeſt; they deſired he would 


?Tis obſervable, Mr. Reynolds's Hand is not to the 


and, perhaps, another Reaſon why it was di- 


not, | | 


y:Peoples Hands, who would 
ph. to examine the Truth of 


1 
1 0 
or 
IF; *. 


* . * * 
A * 
- o 
. * | 5 
. 28 1 
- 
—_— 


. 


rs Stedman. The Gentlemen who had now | 
Cc ee 


"8 1 Prief-Cy . 
1 Goes: themſelves ſo zealous in diſcouraging a Man, | 
upon the ſcore of a perſorial'Grudge (for ſo, at leaf, 
it was liable to be conſtrued from very probable Rea. 
- ſons), at the ſame time made but a faint Oppoſition, 
or none at all, againſt another, who, if we believe 
their Words, was a Reproach to the Miniſtry ; Mr. 
Tong having declar'd, That he thought him not fitter 
to enter into a pulpit than a" Porter. Mr. Thur b. A i 
inform'd ſeveral of my principal Hearers, That he | 


. bimſelf had diſmiſg?d him from his Place in Derby- | 

ſhire, for unſufferable Immoralities. After that, be. | 74. 
fore his coming to Lindfield, he had divided and diſ- Ann. 
perſed a Congregation at Colebrook . Ho far he had | was! 
gone to ruin the Meeting here, theſe London Mini- {hat 
ſters knew very well, and had ſhewed themſelves | A0, 


pleaſed with my peoples caſting him off: Vet they men 
would never be prevailed with ſo murh as to ſends a if Plac 
f monitory Letter to the Gentleman that ſtill 1 ted 
him, in Oppoſition to the Body of the People; and mig 
Mr. Reyn olds actually — him by ſending bis Keel 
k 3 about my Affair to the ſaid Gentleman, my 
thereby putting him into a Method of procuring Co- the: 
pies of the Miniſters Accuſations, to publiſn againſt this 
me; tho he has ſince affirmed devoutly, That he . 0 
f never: gave any Encouragement to Mr. Froſt, nor * vou 
held any Correſpondence with him. Poor Quibble! Sch 
as if correſponding with him by the Intervention of c 
- his Patron, were no Correſpondence at all! and as if Hua 
giving! him an Opportunity of proclaiming the Charge arg 
_ - written againſt me, to my great Hindrance, and his 10 
Benefit, were no Encouragement at all! But ſuch | 
- ſorry Bvaſions the Brethren are forced ſometimes to 
uſe to cloak their Infirmĩties. The People, who were 
very ſenſible how the Miniſters had carry'd Matters 
with reference to Mr. Hoſt, were ſtrangely ſurprizzd 
to find them grown ſo zealous on à ſudden for the 
Reputation of the Miniſtry, and of their common 
. This ma 


. 


2 
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„Into the Matter ſo much canvaſe'd between Mr, Rey- | 
Pola, and me; and in which the Five Minifters, 


Svhoſe Names were affixed to the Letter, had now. tn 
o deeply ingaged themſelyes, I gave them the 


r. Fed after it; and the ſame I afterwards gave in Sal- 
ers- Hel: which, I think, tis now Time to hay be- 
ſon ore the Reader. 


in November 1713 a being then at London, Mr. 2 „ 
-elds hired me to teach a Charity- School, for 25 l. per 
Annum Salary: upon my inquiring where this School 
| F as kept, he told me, It was to be in Southwark, and 
That his Brethren concurr'd with him in eretting i it; 
| 15 that he expected Subſcriptions from ſome Lay- 
. en for the ſame purpoſe ; but that the particular 
K. Place in Southwark was not yet fix d upon. He deſi- 
"red me, at the ſame Time, to look for a Room that 
0 Fright be convenient for that Buſineſs, I had very 
\Hetle Acquaintance with any in Southwark, except 
my Brother-in-Law, Mr. Bedlow, who kept a Shop 
I there; ſo I went to his Houſe, and inform'd 15 of 
this Affair. He ſaid, He bad a large Room which 
. could ſpare, but that it was out of Order, and 
would require conſiderable Charges to fit it up for a 
School-Houſe, being uſed at preſent as a Place for 
Wood, and to dry Cloaths in. I view'd it, and ac- 
buainted Mr. Reynolds of it, who came, and after 
irguing near an Hour, hired it of Mr. Bedlow for F4 "I 
0 s. per Annum: He offer'd Mr. Bedlow F |. per An- 
um, if he would undertake the 1 of it; 
put Mr. Bedlom refuſed, not having a eaſe of the | 
Houſe to which this Room belong'd. Mr. Reynolds 
order'd me to ſee it fitted up as ſoon as 1 —— and 
asked Mr. Bedlow, What he thought the Repairing 
of the Room would coft ? He ſaid, He could not tell, 
but if he pleaſed, would ſend for Workmen, who 
822 n him; f Mr. e ſaid, He was in 
1 e haſte, 


ame Account 1 had always done to thoſe that inqu- 


| 1 "I C. * | 
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hafte, and could not lay ld long. He deftfd We 8 BM 
ſet Workmen about it, and "overlook them; © And 
ce '({ajd he) ſee" they dot ne 's Work boneſthy; : 
te for they ſhall be hone Then L ask-d 
him, If they ſlivuld be ſet r it before he came 
again ? and he faid, ©© The School will be wanted b 
5 « that time the Chriſtmas Holidays are over. I hace 
no particular Acquaintance with any Workmen on 
ee this ſide the Water: But ſet whom you will about 
ce it, and the ſooner the better; for my Money is 
ce ready,“ This was ſpoken to me by Mr. Reynalds 
in the'Prefence of Mr. Bedlom and his Wife. Atcor- 
dingly, I ſet Men to work, and he came ſeveral 
times whilft it was doing, giving particulat Orders 
about the Seats, Desk, Windows, new Waſting 'of F 
the Room, Cc. as he thought convenient. = 
This Spring the Schiſm Act came out, and thou | * 
Mr. Reynolds Fad called for, and received the Work: 3} 
mens Bills, and bad order'd me to come to his Houſe _ 
for the Money - yet when 1 waited upon him, be 
did not Aande any thing towards defraying the 
Charge of the Repairs. He gave me, indeed, 3 J. 
bur drew up a long Receipt, which he made me ſub- py” 
ſcribe, wherein it was ſpecify d, That I received ui 
that Money for teaching School; and he advis'd me 
to buy for my ſelf ſome Cloaths that 1 then wanted; 
and this was the very Reaſon why he advanced the 
31. fo ſoon, tho” I had now attended on repairing and 
teaching nis School above Two Months. He made 
ſeyeral Ereuſes about pay ing the Workmen, as, that 
the Miniſters had not met eefethbe and the likes but” 
deſired me, if the Men were urgent for their Money, 4 
to give them the 3 l. I had now received, and him- 
ſelf would forthwith advance more for me. 1 ſaid, 1 
would; but when l came into Southwark, I found the 
Workmen were not in haſte for their Money; ; where- 
fore T uſed what had received (being my own Mo- 
1 as my Neceſſities: required. A kerle after this, 
| Mr. « 
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= Mr; Reywolds being at the School, inform'd me; that 
"1 ſeveral Miniſters had failed him, who, he expetted, 
"| would have concurr'd in the Expences of the School; 
and from that Time grew colder in the Affair, till * 
| he flat ly ſaid, He would pay nothing, nor 
; 1 25 e any thing fureher todo either wich me or the 
School. 
No Complaint was made, that 1 know of, againſt 
my Carriage, either with reſpect to the School, or 
F bereite whilſt 1 was imploy'd by him; but the 
EPretence he made uſe of, was this: A certain . 
had accuſed me of Facobite Principles, and attem 
ed to bring me into Trouble, as one diſaffected to 
the Government. Hereupon above 20 ſubſtantial 
4 Woo terpersi in the Neighbourhood, ſubſcribed a 
Teſtimonial, that 1 had — my -ſelf amongſt 
them with Honeſty and Loyalty. The Parents like- 
th- wiſe of my Scholars gave under their Hands, that 1 
uſe had taught their Children to their Satisfaction; ſo 
he that this Accuſation came to nothing, andthe School 
was in a likely way to anſwer its Deſign, had not 
31. "Mr. Reynolds left: me, very unhandſomely, to pay 
mY for the ſetting it up, which himfelf, and not I, had 
ved Lundermken. I am ſure, he knew me better, chanto 
me eive any Credit to the Aſperſion now caſt upon me; 
wi | 1 yet he made it a Pretence for his ſhuffling over the | 
the [School upon me: I'wiſh this groundleſs 8 of 
and | acobitiſm, was not ſet on foot of purpoſe for that 
ade end; I know, my Accuſer was very intimate with 
that Mr. Rieynold? s chief Cronies. Some time after this, 
but I u went to Dr. Williams (fince dead) who advanced 
ney, 31. but required me to teach 3 Scholars in conſide- 
im- ration of it. Mr. Tong gave me a Guinea, but requi- 
1 red me likewiſe to teach 3 Scholars; and after Mid- 
ſummer, 1 had 8g. 6 d. more of him. This was all 
that 1 received firſt and laſt, on account of the Cha- 
rity-School, which 1 was imploy d about for above 
this, Half a Year ; that is, From the middle of Nov. 17 13, 
Mr. till Midſummer 714 To- 


Towards the latter end of April, 1 was arrefted by i 
one of the Workmen, and forced to pay him; ſol. 
made my Complaint again to Mr. Reynolds, but could | 
get no Relief. Then I went with a Friend or two 
to Hamlin's by the Exchange, deſigning to meet Mr. 
Reynolds, and argue the Caſe with him; but he would 
not ſpeak with us: Mr. Tong, however, came into 
the Room where we were, and I deſir d him to put 

Mr. Reynolds in mind of pay ing the Workmen. He 
ask'd me, Why I had not paid the Money I receiv d? 
(meaning the 71,” 1 5. 6 d. for Mr. Tong's laſt Pay- 
ment of 8 5. 6 d. was a good while after this) I ſaid, 
That was paid me for Teaching; that I had nothing 
elſe to ſubſiſt on all this while; and that *twas an 
unreaſonable thing in Mr. Reynolds, to fix the Re- 
pairs upon me, who was only hired to teach, and 

pad nothing to do with fitting up his School. He 
I was accuſed of Jacobitiſm, and not a fit Perſon to 1 

be encouraged; and that therefore the Minifters'had 3 
reſolved to have no more to do either with the School 

or with me. 1 ſaid, They knew me better, than to WL 
credit any ſuch groundleſs Aſperſion; and, I hoped, 
they would not deal the more hardly by me, mere, 
becauſe I had a falſe Accuſation brought againſt me. 
Then Mr. Tong eld me, The School was not his u- 
fineſs, for he did not ſet me to work; nor had he 
promis d Mr. Reynolds any thing towards it, I ſaid, 
If he would prevail with Mr. Reynolds to pay the re- 
maining 5 1. I would allow what 1 had already recei- 
ved towards the Repairs of the School, which in all 
came to 121. and upwards; telling him, That tho! 
I had lived upon the poor Pittance they had raiſed 
me, yet, rather than go to Law, I could procure ſo 
much from my Brother, and pay it the Workmen, 
ſeeing they would needs have it ſo. According to 
this Offer, I ſhonld not have had one Farthing for 
Half a Vear's Work, which was hard indeed, conſi- 

OT ITT VS 
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dering my Circumſtances. And I here * 
That my offering to allow what I had received to- 
| wards paying the Workmen, was not from any O- 
bligation ever thought my ſelf under to do ſo; but 
merely to avoid going to Law: How can Mr. "Tong | 
= imagine, that 1 ſhould be obliged to pay that l. to 
q the Workmen, which was advanced me purely for 
Teaching, and which was all 1 had for keeping Mr. 
8 * 4 Reynolds's pitiful School Half a Year together? ls it 


for ſuch glorious Acts of Charity as this, that He and 


bis Brethren empty their Hearers Pockets? Yet, 
= tho' I made this Offer, and was willing to have fat 
& down; with the Loſs of my Time and Labour, Mr. 
; 1 Teng ſaid, He could not promiſe, that the Arrears 
due to the Workmen ſhould be paid; ſo I was left 
to pay 5 l. out of my Pocket, or go to a Gaol, for 
any thing they would do, beſides the Loſs of. my 
Half Year's Work. Whilft I was pleading with Mr. 
Tong about this Affair, Mr. Reynolds look'd into the 
1. oem, and call him away, ſaying, He ow'd me 
nothing, and would pay me nothing. I think, it 
dought not to be wonder'd at, that after all this, I en- 
8 1 to relieve my ſelf in a lawful Way. 
1 Therefore, a few Days after, I ſued out a Writ 
againſt Mr. Reynolds, and my Attorney having writ. 
ten a civil Letter to him, to no-purpoſe, arreſted 
him the next Tueſday at Hamlins Coffee-Houſe, ; 
$ where his Brethren wad he were aſſembled. They 
Sſhew'd their awkward Reſentments ſuitable to the 
— and Two of them gave Bail for him. The 
next Day, I think it was, I ſhew'd Cauſe of Action 
upon Oath, ſetting forth, The Contract Mr. Rey- 
nolds had made with me ; his hiring the Room, giv- 
ing Orders for its Repairs, and promiſing Payment 
| Jof ſuch Repairs: That in purſuance to his Orders, I 
bad ſet Men to work, whoſe Bills, after the Work 
was done, amounted to 11 J. 11 5. 5 d. (I paid the 
N 6 5, 6d, but he did not — any Bill; this, 


with 


Affidavit was given in at Judge Eyrers Chambers. 


mdlds hired the School Houſe. They declared upon 


ther it was about the beginning, middle, or latter 


df her Knowledge, it was about ſuch a Day but ſhe iſ 


ine ſup 


of the School? And he ſaid, He heard no 
; that mentioned; but underſtood; the School was toll 
be taught for che Benelit of ſome poor Peoples Chil- 


1. 
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with the Money y Dexpended for Bays to line the Desk, tha 


and other Neteſſaties added to the Carpemer s Maſons fi for 
and ꝙlawier's Bills, came to above 75 1 fer forth | 10 7 
in my Affidavit, That the Workmen coming upon © 3 
me (who was the Perſon that immediately e thir 
them): Lwas forced either to pay or ſatisfy chem: if cl 
That Mr. Reynolds had not diſtbained this Debt, nor © tor) 
any part of it; and that therefore he ſtood juſtly | okt 


debted to me in the ſad Sum of 11 l. 113. 5 d. This 4 | ter: 
fore 

The Trial was at Weſftminſter-Hall in "Nov. 171 4 | Wor 
where the principal Evidences, on my fide, were the 
my Brother Bedlom and his Wife, of whom Mr. Rey- Bre 


Oath, That in their Hearing, Mr. Reynolds order'd | 
me to ſet the Workmen to fit up the Place for a 


Aden 


School; that they heard him give Orders what he | © Wo 


would have done, and heard him promiſe Payment, Wii 


adding, that his Money was ready. The Judge asd Boa 
Mrs. Bedlow, If ſhe could remember the particular this 


Time when this was done? And ſhe ſaid, It was 
November, but could not remember the particular L 
Day: Then he asked her, If ſhe could recolle&whe- "op 1 

n , 
© that 
| hav, 
was 


end of the Month? Mrs. Bedlow ſaid, To the beſt 


could not be poſitive. The judge then ask'd her, 
Who was to have the Profits of — School 2 and the I Bot 
ſuid, There was nothing mention'd in her Hearing abo 
about that. Mr. R Konad, s Counſel ask d her, We ed, 
poſed all along, was to have the profits of the and 
School? and ſhe ſaid, She thought Mr. Reynold: was fits | 
to have chem. Mr. Bedlow was called upon again, othe 
und asked, If he knew who was to have the Profit; wha 
nothing of beca 
cern 
thin 
We who were de pay TO orbit, and — are 
| thats 
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ask, that his Brother (meaning me) was to have a Aae 
ſon's for Teaching, be ſuppoſed, that che Profits e 
h to me. 
pon | 'Neithior che Judge nor Counſellors objected any 
. 188 againſt whit theſe two Witneſſes had faid, as 
4 if their Words were inconſiſtent with, or contradic- 
tory to each other ; for indeed they were not: Both 
M. ok them declared, That they had heard nothing de- 
This 3 termin'd about the Profits of the School, and there- 
7. | Wore reported what they ſuppoſed: in their private 


714, | W Opinions concerning this ' Queſtion, and not what 
vere 


they could witneſs to as a Matter of Fatt. Vet the 


Rey- Brethren'are©ſo clear-ſighted, that they can ſee in 
pon this, not only a Contradiction enough to over- turn 
ler'd | the whole Weight of my Brother and Siſter's Evi- 


for a dence, but they can ſee too, if any will take their 
the Word for it, that 1 am per jur'd, and did ſuborn by! 
tent, Witneſs to ſwear clean contrary things. Mu 
sed Boaſting has been made by the Brotherhood upon 
cular Euus Head; and 1 defire the Reader's Patience but a 
was Minute, rin 1 baue ſilenc d their childiſh Cavils 
cular bout ir. 

whe- Dis, beck afrdid; ſomething wotſs than aMiftaks 
atter Inn Mr. N nolds and his Brethren, when they affirm, 


beſt that one of my Witneſſes {wore Mr. Reynolds was to 
t mne have the Profits of the School, and the other, that 1 
her, was to have them; for they ſwore no ſuch hing; 
1 ne Both declared, They had heard nothing mentioned 


aring about the profits of the School; they only were ask. 
Ded, What was all along their Opinion about that? 
3% and now one, for good Reaſons, ſuppoſed, the Pro- 
fits belonged 1 to Mr. Reynolds ; another thought, for 
other Reaſons, that they had belong'd to me; and 
what of all chat? Why, the Brechen ſuppoſe, that 
Wbecauſe my Witneſs had not the ſame Thoughts con- 
to cerning a Matter, which they declare they knew no- 
Chil. thing about, therefore they ſwear Contradictions, and 
1 re ſuborned. But now, 4 * What Mr. 3 
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3 Wife ſwore, was not at all cont tadictory, bur 
end with each other, and founded upon very 


good Reaſons. Mr. Bedlom ſaid, He ſuppoſed, = i f 
I was: to ee FIR Ert ane School 3 and he Ning 7 
6 1 Ge na 
o | ce V 


pa 


tl e Profits of 1 55 e dchool were to 1 to be 
me. But now Mrs. Bedlow has anotber way of 


Thinking: She ſees Mr. Reynolds hire che School, 


and come to and fro, giving what Directions about | 


it he pleaſed :. She ſees he has the intire Diſpoſal, 


and therefore concludes, he bas the Profits of the F 
School. Every body R_ the Profits of a School 
are that Money which Parents uſually give for having 
their Children taught: In the Caſe before us, theſe 
belong d to Mr. Reynolds, but he gave theſe his Pro- 
fits away in charitable Uſes, by requiring nothing 


of the f arents. If other Evidences had come, and 


ſaid, That their Opinion was, the Poor had the Pro- 
fits of the School, it would not have been beſides the 4 


Purpoſe. This, I think, is enough to ſatisfy any 


Fea hog Perſon. I. hall only remark further, that 4 


in 1 up the Cauſe, the judge did not, in the 
2 inyalidate, nor queſtion the Truth of what: my 
vidence had fad upon this Point; which be-cer- 


tainly would have done, had they oem contrary to 


each other, as the Brethren would have it thought: 


And I hape their Modeſty will allow my Lord Chan- 
cellor (that now is) to have a little more Skill in Af- 
fairs of this natur. d they can pretend to. 


. 


There was an O 


or 


jection made againſt my Aﬀida- | 

Lit by the Defendant's Counſel, who ſaid, Ie did not 
- appear, that the Workmen were either paid or ſatis- 
fl 5 N had a that I was forced re | 


or ſa 
he ſ⸗ 
unde 


The 
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dur or galt them. So the Carpenter was amid 
ery be ſaid, He was not paid, but had accepted a Note 
hat ; under my Hand, til ſuch Time a dein pay him. 
ght The judge ſaid, That by: ſo doing, I had made 
let „ my. ſelf reſponſible for che ä and that the 


t to „ Workman's accepting of it, ſeem d to be the very 
heir I c Satisfaction intended in the Affidavit, as appears 
> be „ by the Expreſſion, Pay or Satisfy : That is, I ſup- 
but << poſe, the Plaintiff bas paid part, and obliged him- 
hat 4 e {elf to pay the reſt. Theſe; as near as L can re- 
g to member, were the very Words 1 my Lord Chief Ju- 
of i tice ſaid : Im ſure, they were tothe ſame purpoſe, 

ool, | 4 as I can eaſily prove. Several of the Workmen were 
out paid before this Time, and ſuch of them as were in 
al, Z Court declared, That I allralong told them, Mr. 

the dnulde was the Undertaker of the School; but they 

oo! ſaid, As I was the Perſon that ſet them 0 work, 

ring | 1 tbey expected their Money from me. One of them. 
heſe | had demanded his Money of Mr. Reynolds at his 


Pro- | Houſe, where they fell out, and bawl'd at one no- 
1ing ther to purpoſe.'// No body can rationally imagine, 
and that] would have, told the Workmen, as l alſo did 
Pro- Mr. Galloway,, from the very Act, ebat Mr. Reynolds 


che 1 was to pay for ſetting it up, and repairing it, unleſs 
any be had really undertaken it; ſeeidg I could not but 
that q know, that 3 diſoblige him, and caſt me out of 
the my Buſineſs. Tis a ſtrange thing to me, how Mr. 
-my MW Reynolds can deny, what he is ſo conſeious to himſelf 
cer - of, and what he is ſenſible I and my Brother and Si- 


9 ſter were Witneſſes to; yet he denies that ever he 
promiſed to Pay, or undertook the Repairs of the 
School-Houſe; yea, and with a kind of Horrid So- 
Af- lemnity, denies, that ever he hir'd the Room of 
r. Bedlow! I declare before God and the World, 
That I was an Eye and Ear- witne ſs to his hiring of it 
for 4 J. 10 6. per Annum, after he had higgled with 
r. Bedlom about it near an Hour. The main thing 
«| thou vbich they differ 55 ſo long, was the * 
TT ) 2 ne 


2 


which at laſt Mir: Tyner took! upon Himſelf,” and 
then gave Orders what be would have done. Mrs. 
Sprarman declared upon Oath, That, at Her Houſe, 
Mr. Galloway ſaid, He bad ſeen Mr. Reynolds 'do' in 
Things by others, and was afraid how he would deal! 
with me for which Reaſom he had warn'd me, when he 
the School was firſt ſet up, to have under bis Hand eh 


for my Security. And this was ſaid in the Preſence 


of 5:or s People, ſeyeral of whom were now in Court, 
and ſo many as were Nun upon, 4 debe it upon 
Omas oi Vm abo yisy Sa) 1. 

The Evidence on che Defendant's! nde ire Mr. a 


Robinſon, Mr. Tong, And Mr. Gallom 412 The two for- 
wer depoſed, F . T apply'd n elf to them for 
Money towards the Pa nt of th. E Rovulits; which 


they ſuppoſed l ld not hñave done, Rad Mr. Key- 
D er ſaid Repairs! „But this Conclu- the 
ſion is altogether ground ſeſs; when I found Mr. Rey- | bim 
nude was worſe than his Word; I was glad to a pply” Suce 
my. ſolf to any that I could expect Aſſiſtance CIR to gi 
One thing muſt not bei forgotten; Mel Robinſon de- ſet ii 
clared upon Oath, That the Ministers put me into for i 
the Buſineſt of the Charity-Sehool, out of great 
Oompaſſion, to keep me from ſtarving; from whenee tiſul 
he inferr'd, That had Mr. Reynolds, or any other 
Miniſter, promiſed Payment of the Repairs now in 
debite, he certainly would have paid them; but 
ſceing che School was ſet up chiefly that I might be 
maintained by it, he ſuppoſed, every body would 
think it reaſonable, that J ſhould bel at the Expenee 
of the Repairs. Mr. Tong ſpake to the ſame Effect, 
only be added, That the Money which 1 receiv'd of 8 
My. Reynolds, ſhould! have" been- appl d tov e- = 
pat ing the School, which he ſuppoſed belong d to 
me, and not to the Minifters to defray. And Mr. * 
Tung has ſince complained to Mr. Chandler; that I was 
 ukgrateful' tomy good Benefattor Mr. Reynolds, who 
had femid out ſuch, a my for my Maintenance i If 
119 iv | ot er 
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» Mother Mets: Intentions' gh ins tr ler he 
worn to, by Mr. Robinſons Leave) may be judged 

N 4 of by their Actions, I might, with far better Reaſon, 
affirm, That Mr. Reynolds contrived this School, on 
purpoſe to ſtarve me indeed: For what elſe could 
he propoſe in ſetting me about an expenſive Work, 
= whilſt | had nothing to ſubſiſt on. Mr. Reynolds and 


ce Mr. Robinſon too, knew, I had not wherewith to re- 
t. pair a School; and if they would ſpeak their Con- 
By po cience ; em ſure, they muſt own, k never under-: 


took any ſuch thing; ; nor would it have been honeft 
Wn them to put me upon it. Tis in vain to ſay; 
That if the School had anſwet'd Expectation, 1 
ſhould have been in a Capacity! of paying I Sr Re- 
pairs; for none can ſuppoſe the A orkmen would 
1 for that; their Money was their Due, whether 
the School flouriſh'd or not. Beſides, as Mr. Reynolds 
Zhimſelf knows, the School was: liked of, and I had 
Sveceſi in it, while I taught it, being forced at laſt 
# to give it over merely becauſe Mr. Reynolds, t tho? he 
le- ſet it up, made no ſuitable Proviſion to maintain it: 
el for it was ridiculouſly impoſſible, that I ſhould pay 
at for the Repairs, and maintain my-ſelf out of that pi- 
tiſol Allowance that was made me of 7 l. 1b. 
The judge in ſumming up the Cauſe, told the 
Jury, That the Evidence on the Plaintiff's Side being 
lly'd to him, and in ſome ſort concerned in this 
ECauſe, as expecting Rent from the Defendant; they! 
were at Liberty whether they would credit their Brie: 
ee {dence or not: Concluding, That if they did, they” 
&, muſt find for the Plaintiff; if not, they in find for. 
the Defendane, And they did find r the Defen· 
re. dant, allowing him 8 . for Charges; which e ae 
to i im ſometime afrer, 
Two Things are obvious om this Trial ; 1. The 
Objection made by the Brethren againſt my "Witneſs 
ſes, as if they had contradifted each other, iswholly - 
| 4 a Miſtake, if not worſe For: had they done ſo, N58 
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ge, in ſumming up the Evidence, would certainly | 
Have taken notice of it, whereas be never intimated 
lyupbn this, Whether my Brother and Siſter ought | 
to be depended on, as (ſufficient; Evidence in the 
Caſe before us, ſeeing they were ſo nearly related. 
to me ? and, Whether they were not per ſonall/ 
conceri d in the Cauſe, ſee ing if it were carried for 
the Plaintiff, they would then come at their Rent "3 
the eafier.? Upon theſe Accounts, the Jury thought E” 
it not to depend upon their Evidence: But no one in 
the Court ſpake a Word of their contradicting each 
other. Sutely Mr. Reynolds's Counſel was not ſo ſtu- 
pid as to let ſuch a Thing as this go inobſerved, 
had there been that Incon ſiſtency in their Evidence, 
which the Brethren pretend; much leſs would my 2 
Lord have let it ſlip, for he was ready enough to re- 
proue Mir. G alloy, when he deny'd the Words hjne 
had ſpoken at Mrs. Speurman s. The other Remark fro 
upom this Trial is, That therein nothing was proved my 
ſufñicient to invalidate my Affida vit in any one Parti- ma 
cular! Had any thing contained in that, appeared 
to he falſe, the judge, without all queſtion, would  ' 
have taken notice of it; and directed the Jury to find _ 
for tlie Defendant upon that account. But there 
vas not a Word of this; My Lord put the Iſſue of ti 
the Cauſe intirely upon this Queſt ion, Whether the | 
Evidence I had broughe to prove the Things con- fob 
taineil-in my Declaration, were to be depended up- vi 
on, ur not 2 And what if 1 had brought no Evidence —9 
at all ? Would that haye been any Proof that my 
Oath was falſe No ſuch thing. Ichallenge my Ac 
cuſers, if they can, to ſhe / any ſingle Matter of 
Fadt, proved in Court, contrary to my Affidavit, or thei 
to name any Perſon. in Court, that once pretended be 
my Affidauit, or any Fart of it, was falſe, excepting him 
whit Mr. Reynolds Counſel ſaid with reference to M7 
my having paid or ſatisfied the Workmen, — FPror 
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ly Z the judge bimſelf clear d my Affidavit. Therefore, 
ed © whereas my Aceuſers pretend, that what they 
1- charge me with, was plain from the Trial at Weſe- 
minſter (as in their Letter preſently to be inſerted) 
they here in do me notorious Injuſtice, and impoſe 
pborridly upon my People, in making them believe, 
(if they could) that at Meſtminſt er plainly appear'd 
- = perjur'd, unjuſt Perſon, and a Suborner of Witneſ. 
11 1 ſes 6 which IS a premeditated,” malicious Falſhood ; 

for no ſuch thing appear'd there in the leaſt. 80 far 
in from it, that the Workmen who were there, after 
the Trial was over, told me, They were ſenſible 

| how Matters were carried, and that Mr. Reynolds had 
greatly wrong'd me; ſaying, they would never re- 
quire Payment of me, *tzl} | could make it with my 
45 and they have been as good as their 
A/ ²˙·à nut! 5 6 en 


: 


I do not in the leaſt complain of any Hardſhip 
from the Court; for I am very ſenſible, that tho? 
my Cauſe were never ſo juſt, yet, if 1 could not 
make the Juſtice of it appear to the Satisfaction of 
the Court, they are bound to give it againſt me: 
Vet, *tis childiſh to conclude, as the Miniſters have 
done, That becauſe I did not prove Mr. R eynolds's 
Contract with me, and his Promiſes, to the Satisfac- 
tion of the Jury, therefore he made none at all. If 
Presbyterian Miniſters argue at this rate, they ought 
to be ſhunn'd as dangerous People, and never treated 
Vith on any account, unleſs there be ſufficient Wit- 
= neſles by, to prevent their Kna ver.. 
From what is here related, the Reader may eaſily 
= underſtand, what that Injuſtice, Perjury, and Subor- 
& nation is, which the Brethren charge me with in 
their zealous Letter recited above : Horrid Injuſtice ! 
& becauſe I proſecuted their worthy: Brother, to make 
him pay for ſetting up his Charity. School; and Per- 
jury; becauſe I delivered upon Oath the Contract and 
= Promiſes which Mr. Reynolds made, and ene | 
| IE Es eny'd, 
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deny d. The Reaſon why they ſüppoſe me guilty 
of Subornation, is kept in petto. Tis like, they are 
aſham'd of it, being really no more than this: My | 


Brother and Siſter ſwore poſitively to Mr,R eynolds's 


| hiring the School-Houſe, and his undertaking the 
Repairs, with Promiſe of Payment; therefore, of | 
courſe; they muſt ſwear falſely, and I muſt fuborn q 
them to do ſo ; or elſe Brother Remolds is a Cheat. 
After we have taken a Turn at, Salters-Hall, let the 4 
Reader judge. 

The People hevrldg this particular Amine of che 
Charĩty-School, and of our Trial about it at Weſtmin- 
fer, made a very juſt Concluſion; namely, That in 

general | had ſuffer'd Wrong and Injury from Mr. 
| Reynolds and his Brethren, with reference to that 


School, ſeeing it plainly appeared, they uſed my 'F | ) 


Time and Labour for worſe than nothing. Again, 
they ſuſpetted the Integrity of the Miniſters in their 3 


charging me with Perjury, Injuſtice and Subornation, mg 
becauſe they ſupported their Accuſations only with a M 
mere Sham, viz. Their being preſent | at 1 95 Trial, 

where not a Tittle of this appeared; and upon the 1 
whole, they concluded, That ſuch a heavy Charge 1 
would not have come without ſome convincing Argu- 


ments to ſupport it, had the Miniſters any ſuch Ar- 
guments to give: Wherefore they reſolved to treat 
me as an innocent Perſon, by imploy ing me ſtill as 
their Preacher, unleſs the Miniſters ſhould fairly 
prove their Charge; uſing, in the mean Time, all 
proper Methods to procure a Hearing with chem. 
And this I think every one, that is not Prieſt-rid to 
the laſt Degree, muſt own to have des a good and 
honeſt Refolution in the People. 
The Letter I had ſent in Anſwer to that of che 
London Minifters, lay dormant a long time; where- 
fore the Reverend Mr. Chandler went to London, and 
demanded of Mr. Reynolds a Hearing for me, that 
wy Cauſe —:6 be fairly decided. He — 
ew 


* 
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fſurly manner, What he had to do to deſire a Hear- 
ing for me? and, Who gave him Authority to de- 
mand a Hearing? At laſt he told him, He would do 
in this Affair as his Brethren ſhould adviſe him, i. e. 
He would be honeſt for once, if it ſhould appear for 
his Coniveniericy, and his Brethren ſhould adviſe him 
to it *, Mr. Chandler went alſo to Mr. Robinſon, who 


ſhew'dk hilnfelf forward enough to meet me, with 


the reſt of his Brethren; but at the ſame Time gave 
him a ſhrewd Item, That if he appear'd for me, the 
Brethren" would reſent it. They had taken it ill, 
that Mr. Barnard and Mr. Olive at firſt recommen- 


ded me to Lindſield, and now that I was there, it 
was by no means meet, that I ſhould find Support 


from ſo conſiderable a Man as Mr. Chandler, and 


: therefore gave him this ſage Advice, That he ſhould 
take care how he pull'd a Thorn out of another Man's 


Foot, to put it into his own! This was hard! the 


at Miniſters would not do me Juſtice themſelves, nor 
» ſuffer any other to do it, by their Good-will. My 


Letter was taken no notice of, ſo far as I could find, 
etill the beginning ot May, tho it had been ſent a 


cConſiderable Time before; and the Miniſters began 
now apparently to decline a Hearing: I mean, they 
did ſo by their Actions, whatever they pretended to 
the contrary; and in order to this, they apply'd 
themſelves, with great Vehemency, to the Reve- 


rend Mr, Barnard and Mr. Ollive, earneſtly defiring 
them to interpoſe for my being ſpeedily and effectu- 

ally removed from Zindfietd. Fhis, could they have 
brought it to paſs, would have been a compendious 


way of juſtifying their Charge againſt — ſeeing l 
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a guilty Perſon. Nor would it have heen ho- 
Slee: in my People 
Treatment, to have made a ſolemn inquiry, whether | 
1-deſerv'& it, or not ʒ; that A de bo try a Man 
after chey had exccured hin e e e 
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Pl co PY of the einiſers gend L E 12 1 
7 T0. the Rev. Mr. ee. aud My. Obie. 


| | 7 21:7 10 NE 
| e Brethren, . | f 4 AT I 8 . e 2 e- 
7E haue been waiting far the Iſſue e 
ever ſiuce the wy f February laſt ; and in 
all * Time we find Nu Stedman ii ſtill at Lindheld, 
e any one of us hade hath a, Bine in ret urn from ay 
one of yo. Me bad thought, front the Nature of the 
charge broupht againſt him (eſperially white / each ef un 


the Charge, aud teſtiſy from our own; perfonat RA Y 
ledge) zb ir would haus been regarded in another man os 


'themſelves, after ſuch a Þ 


who ſ ubſcribed that Letter, are Witneſſes te the Truth of 1 


ner. Aid if the doing Juſtice to a worthy! injur d Bro- Ar 


ther, or if euin the preſeruing the Renutatian of * Mi- 


niſtry, or af dur. common Chriſtianity it ſelf, will 3 1 


mith you (n me cannot doubt they will) we yen perſuade- 
our. ſeluer, that yan wilt effeftually recall Ar. Sed men, 
and giue bim 0 furt her N er ere on 5 

; 4a Nv 62 dar we b i Bris Oo ation 
225 5 Reverend Brechten, 


wi - Four very Demed * 


woes Sarvants, / 
2 e . a 5 Int 56 e a TM 
2 8 2 5 3 Ae Kc. 8 
What Hate the Rs are in I I had promi- 
fed to deſiſt from — as ſoon: as — ſhould 


ok any one thing contained in the Miniſters Letter 
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rove their Sharge: Mr. Chandler had repreſented 

0 the ſame Thing to them ; nor could they reaſonably 
7 chink, that either I would. pretend to preach, or the 
= People 40 imploy me, when once a fair Proof was 
made of the enormous Crimes they charged me with. 
without a Hearing, after 1 had made ſq fair an Offer, 
and never before was accuſed, much leſs convicted, 


But the Reputation of the Miniſtry was at Stake! Very 
true; Their Reputation, and that of their dear Brother 


| Reynolds. Their Common 8 ay, and their 
e to meet with a rude 


Common Honeſty too, was like to meet wi | 
Shock, if, by my Continuance here, an Occaſion 


| ſhould be given, which they could not then decline, 


on 


—_ 


tor honeſt Men to ſearch this Matter to the Bot- 
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To make ſure Work, they aſſure thoſe for whom 


— their Letter was intended, That every one of them 
who ſubſcribed the Charge againſt me, were Wit- 
neſſes to the Truth of that Charge, and did teſtify 


from their own Perſonal Knowledge, This was a home 


Ri Put indeed! and would have certainly done my Buſi- 


neſs, had there been the leaft Probability. of Truth 


in it: But the Thing it-ſelf, aſſerted by,theſe Re- 


| verend Brethren, carried along with it ſuch a Non- 
ſenſical Impoſſibility, that our People were at once 
fully convinced of my being dreadfully abuſed by 
them. Two of the Subſcribers were perſonally un- 
known to me, and I to them. The reſt never were 
| preſent, when any thing paſſed between Mr. Reynolds 
and me, with reference to the Charity-School, or 


the Conditions on which I undertook it. Yea, none 


of them, except Mr. Gateway, was ever preſent with 
Mr. Reynolds and me together in their Lives. The 
moſt they pretend to, was, their being in Meſt min- 
Fer-Hal at the Time of Trial; and l'm ſure moehing 

paſsd there, that could , poſſibly prove my Oatt 
r falſe, 
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falſe, or my Cauſe unjuſt; yet theſe Subſcribing 
Gentlemen Wie declare, That they are eve 


one Witneſſes to the Fruth or the Charg e, and yd : 


teſtiſie from their own perſonal ee But pray 
Sirs, recolie& a little; What was it you charged 
me with? Why, horrid Injuſtice to good Brother 
Reynolds. But, with your Leave, I did him no [n. | 
. for he owed me the Money I fred him for, | 
as mich as if he had borrowed it out of my Pocket ; . 
and by his Promiſe, he was as much obliged, in Con- 


Fience, to pay it me, as if he had wo} me his Bond, 


How can you ſay, You are Witneſſes to the contrary 
of this, oy can teſtifie from your own perſonal Know- 
ledge, that Mr. Reynolds did not owe me this Money; 


or that he did not make any Contract or Promiſe, by 


virtue whereof 1 might juftly claim it as my Due? 
This is ſo extravagant, that none can believe you, 


but ſuch as think you infallible; like the Pope, nor pur 
they neither, ' unleſs' they ſuppoſe your Holineſſes 
Omnipreſent, to witneſs and determine what is done, Mo 
and what not, by Men at a Diftance ; and this Old SW 
Infallibility himſelf don't pretend to. Again, Lou 
charge me with Perjury, in that I ſwore Mr. Rey- 
molds hired me to teach a Charity- School for ſo much 


a Year; that he hired a Room for that End, giving 


4 Orders for its Repairs, with Promiſe of Payment. 


(This he attually did at Mr. Bedlow's Houſe in South- 


wart) Yet you ſay, You are every one Witneſſes 


that this is a falſe Thing, and teftifie it to be ſo from 
your own perſonal Knowledge. In ſhort, Your Afſer- 


tion carries along with it-ſelf a ſufficient Confuta- | . 
tion: You cannot teftifie what Mr. Reynolds ſaid, or 
what he did not ſay, unleſs you had always accompa- 


nied him' into Southwark, when he came to me about 


the Charity-School, which you never once did; nor 


then neither could you' be poſitive in ſuch a Thing 
as this; for Mr. Reyvolds might ſay to me in a few 
Minutes what he did ſay, and yet you might not ob- 


ſerve | 
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ſerye it. Indeed, tis Nonſenſe for you to * 
you are Witneſſes to a Negative, much more © whilſt 
9 you don't pretend to have been preſent any one time | 
y I wich Mr. Reynolds and me, whilft the School was in 
6 r en £ 
© - My Accuſers poſibly will ay, That there were 
b ſuch Circumſtances attending this Affair, as made 
chem certain that my Oath was falſe. Well, Gen- 
et > tlemen, can you prove that Mr. Reynolds was at Tork 
gan November and December that Year ? | ſhall expect 
ſome Circumſtance” equivalent to this, or elle you 
will not be ſure ſtill, that he did not contract, pro- 
miſe, and agree, as is declared in my Affidavit. And 
nom challenge you, in the Face ot the World, to 


by produce any fingle Matter of Fact, that will amount: 
ue? to ſo much as a Probability of my Oath's being falſe. 
ou, Mr. Reynotds's Aſſeverations are nothing at all to the 
nor N and Dr. Oldfield was out in his Logicks, 
ſſes when he pretended, my loſing the Cauſe afforded a 
me, |} Moral Certainty, that the Charge brought againſt me 
Id was true. 1 think, the Government of England un- 


You derſtands Moral Certaimy a little better than he does; 
| and yet the King's judges never conclude a Decla- 
ration to be falſe, or the Plaintiff perjured, barely 
© becauſe he cannot make the Truth of it appear to the 
Satisfaction of the Court, and for want of ſuch Evi- 
dence, loſes his Cauſe. A Man of the Doctor's 
Standing and Profeſſion, ought to know, That com- 
mon Chriftianity, as he calls i it, will oblige us, if We 
have any, to look upon every Man's Oath as true, till 
tis fairly proved otherwiſe; and not to think, and 
judge it falſe, becauſe he cannot prove it true 
unexceptionable Evidence. But more will be ſaid of 
this when we come to the Hall, and we wall get chi- 
ther as ſoon as we can. | 
In the-mean time, if theſe ſubſcribing W 
can produce no Circumſtance to evince the Falſhood 
of . Oath, as I am ſure they cannot; | ſhall take 
Liber- 


Deabgeria, Prieft e. 


gu, a8 Igo along, ſuch 1 
ks; as argue: ſtrongly for the, Truth of it, and ſuch 
as, I hope, will ſatisfie every impartial Reader, that 
their Accuſations ate 3 mere Forgery, Can it be 
thought a Thing credible, that a Man of ſp much 
Charity, as they pretend their worthy. Brother : Rey- 
Holds is, would: ſec. me about an expenſive Work at 
my dun Charges, and wheedle me in to build a Cha- 
rity-School (of. F which he was to have the Honout) 
With Money out of my own pocket, tho at the fame 
time, Mr. Tong and Mr. Robinſon ſware, I was ready 
to ftarve? And after Mr. Repnoid! had relinquiſh'd 
the School and me, can it be ſuppoſed, a Man in my 
Circumſtances, ready to ſtarye before, and now ha- 


Ving loft Half /a Year's Time about his Charitable 


wealthy as Mr. Reynolds, had I not known that Right 


Uſes, ſhould ingage in a Suit at Law, with one ſo M.+ 
wis on my ſide ? I had no powerful SLA Fake no 


Thouſand Pounds to truſt to (tho'. my Enemy boaſt- 7 


ed thoſe Advantages) z what then could prompt Me 7 


to a Suit 2 It was purely this; I knew Mr. Rey»olds 5 
bad wrong'd me, and 1 was in Hopes the Law would 0 2 


relieve me, no 


ſuppoſable, that the Miniſters ſhould there ſee my 
Oath to be falſe, and yet none elſe in the whole 
—_ neither Judge nor Council, obſerve any ſuch 
2 Thele are Riddles that the. 8 with 
8 9 Gifts and Light, n. be, a put to it 10 
ſolbe. 
Di But here Loma hot omit one main 33 
that Mr. Sheffield built upon, to convince me that my 
Oath was falſe, I waited upon him at his Chamber 
in Southwark with my Attorney, and one of my Hear- 
ers (he being at that Time indiſpos d) it was a little 
after his ſubſeribing the defamatory Letters, in Con- 
junction with · his Brethren. Upon my coming in, 1 
en * lf he knew me 2, and bg ſaid, He did ben 5 
en 


hotwithſtanding of his ſuperior Great. V 
nefs. | And then, when we came to Trial, is it at al! 


Then 1 ode ee Went 144 deflred: lin Werte 
ouſly to tell me, What Ground he had for ſubſcribing” 
the: ſcandalous Charge coptamed in the: Letters fent” 
lately to Lewes and, Ho he expected to pteve 
u bat he had there aſſerted ? At this the old Gentle< 
man ſeem d to be in a mighty Pet, and asked me in 
a furly Tone, If b — Mr. Reynolds would ſet 

a Charity-School in Southwark (for there Mr. oh. 
Pield preaches): without: acquainting bim with it f 
ſald, No, but Mr. Reynolds has im formed me, That 
vou knew of it all along, and that ſeveral of the 
Children were ſuch as you recommended to him to 
be taught at the Charity- School, their Parents be- 
longing 
nolds had never told him of a any Charity- School, and 


Reader will think this Proof of my being a perjur'd' 
Man not very ſatisfactory. Mr. Reynoldt never in- 


there was none; and therefore belyed Mr. X. 
in my Affidavit; and all this Mr. Sheffield is Wal 
to, and teſtifies from his own pet ſonal Knowledge. 
| ſine ! 1 L then asked him, If this was all he had to 
Hay in Proof of bis Charge? and he ſaid, No, for my 


Fi ue. it would be no Proof of his Charge, and 
rake very little to his purpoſe; but at the ſame 


ame Account of that Affair as is ſet down p. 25, 26. 


our Cauſe; and, it ſeems, he apprehended fo him. 


eit; for 1 do not remember ee made uſe of ur in 
ber Pager n NAT e 
ar- E The fame Day I made à Viſto Mo.Galloway, mo- 
ttle her of my Accufers, having, with me: two of my 


Wtearers and my Attorney. When he came into the” 
Tarlor, I asked him the ſame: Que ſtion I did Mr. 
fied, He. was in a piteous — and 
Yi | RET trem- 


to your Congregation, He faid, Mr. Rey" 
Wherefore he did not believe ti hal für up any. The 


M form d Mr. Sheſſeld of his Charity-School, therefore, , 


© LNG. $2 AS ae RE ET, 
as ud nt ror eo — I 


[Witneſs contraditted each other. Atold him, Were 


ime rad him, he was miſtaken, giving him the 
his, ſaid I, Sir, will prove but a forry Support to 
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upon the Floor, 
and ſaid, No, Mr. Sedman, you ſhall get no Advan- 


tage over me! I will ſay adbing to you till I fee my 


| Brethren ! I ſaid, Sir, is not your Name to the ſcan- 
dalous Letters ſent into the Countr y againſt me? and 


he faid, He would not tell me; 80 1 deſired the Peo- 


ple by, to mark how he re fuſed to own his Subſcrip- 


tion. Then he ſaid, He did not doubt but his Bre- 
thren would make good what they had written. I 
told him, That he bimſelf had, by ſubſcribing thoſe 
Letters, charged me with Injuſtice and other Crimes, 
But, ſaid I, Sir, you were of another Opinion once, 

when you told me at Mrs. Spearman's, That you was 
afraid from the very firſt, how Mr. Reynolds would 


deal by me; ſaying,” You had feen him do bad things 


by others, and thank'd God, that you had never been Fe 
imploy'd 'by him your-ſelf; tho? Tok afterwards de- 


ny d in open Court that ever you ſaid ſo, I ſaid fur- 
ther, Mr. Galloway, tis nothing to you what your 


Brethren can make out; you ſay, You your - ſelf are by 


Witneſs to my horrid Injuſtice and Perjury: Pray, wt 


give one tolerable Reaſon for your Aſſertion, and | * 


promiſe you before theſe Gentlemen, I will not 


you or your Brethren to the Trouble of a Hear, N | 
but will immediately give up my Cauſe. He an- 


ſpwet'd nothing. Then my Attorney, Mr. Ogle, ſaid; 
Sir, if we had been ſhraped by the judge, in open 


Court, you would have ſomething to ſay for your 
Charge; but no Fault was found with our Declara- 


_ tion, or any thing our Evidence faid ; ; yet, I very 


well remember, the Judge reproved you for what 
you ſaid (meaning, his Deniat of the Words that he 


oway anſwer d. I know the Judge did 


eu 4 By what theſe Two Miniſters anfiverd; 


| had ſpokenat Mrs. Spearmar's before many Witneſſes) MW, 1 
And Mr. Gall | 
_ ©. Brow- beat me: at' firſt, bat he came to'a better un- 
, derſtanding eGierwards, Mr. Ogle ſaid, He Wa; 
"mY 2 to no better underſtanding of what you de- . 


my 
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my People were very well ſatisſied how Matters 


went. About this Time came the Third and Laſt 
Letter of the London Miniſters, as follows: 


To the Rev. Mt. Barnard and Mr. Ollve. | 


Reverend Sirs, 


E have Mr. Ollive' 8. of April at "I ibs one 
from Mr. Stedman without. Date, wherein he 
2 bis Innocence, inſtead of profeſſing (as we expect ed) 
his deep Repentance for the horrid Crimes we charge him 
with. We know, not only the great Injury he hath done to 
| our good Brother Reynolds, aggravated by his vile In- 
gratitude to ſo kind a Bene factor; but we know, there are 
a great Number of Notorious _Falſhoods in bis: Affidavit 
given to Judge Eyre under his own Hand upon Oath. 
And this, we hope, is 4 ſufficient Reaſon, why the People 
FH FH Lindfield ſhould be perſuaded to forbear their Atten- 


edman be hardy enough to ban ) a en Anu. 
"We are with great Reſpett, ? 


Reverths Sits, 
| Your very Affectionate Brethren, 


uy _—_ a before) 
opdon, May 13. 10 . 2 _ Joſh, Oldfield, 
OI... . boy a ae 
We beg your ſpeedy 4170 Ge.” * | 


pulous ten er "Conſcience, as theſe Brethren do, 


) Whould venture to write ſuch a groſs and manifeſt 


ntruth'as this is. They ſay, They know there 
ire a great Number of Falſhoods contained in my 
Affidavit. I ſay (and fo it appeared to their Shame 


1 .1 


A ¶ dance on his «Miniſtry, till the Caſe ſhall have (if Ar. 


=" = — 
3 EE” 


*Tis really ſtrange, that Men J Preten ging to a ſeru- 


Satters-Hall), That not one of them can witneſs 
| F Either 
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"jj  Provipterian Nui craft : 


either for br a againft any one Particular 7 in 
the Aﬀidavit. 'Tis' in vain for them to fa Mong 
pw my Oath to be eas, becauſe 1 Ve w 
hat is a poor, groundleſs, and, general. =. 
mize.” The Fxpreflion they uſe, of 4 gr Number 


of Falſhaods, points at thoſe Things in E elne 
was proved 


ted in my Affidavit. Not one of the 
falſe at the Trial, nor were ever, that 1 Know of, 
ſaid to Ber falſe, by any Per ſon but Mr. Reynolds; yet, 
becauft he faith wy Affidavit is falſe in the Particu- 


lars afterwards objetted: by him, and refuted in Sal- 


ter glal; the Brethren have ſo little Wit and Con- 
babe; a8 to tel) us, They know, thete ate à great 
Norhbee of Nbtorious Falſhoods contained i in my Af- 


fidavit\* By orious Falſhoods,” they muſt m 
ſuch as ate p lai 


tained Ih 


Reader, are your Men of Senſe and Conſcience !. 
know not what Anſwer Mr. Olive made to this, 

or whether he ſent any; but our Meeting was put 

off from Time to Time, and no Likelihood of any 


Concluſion. One Thing, however, was very re- 
markable. Mr. Chandler being at London, and preſ- 
ing the Miniſters, for a Hearing, as he was wont, 
1 began to deal ſeriouſly with him,. to con-| 


M i 


bk m. of the Truth of his and his Brethrens Ac- 
cuſationg : 


ations Amongſt other. Things, he asK'd Mr. 
andler Whether he thought in i ; Conſcience, 
"ke Wy | ynolds, conſidering his Circumſtances, N 


bald ſet up a — La to make Gain of it? ? 


Foal 
4 Ou 4 % 1 
AJ + 8 


and apparent ; yet, Abet t e 1 
co the Hall, "they were —— Able, with All their Quib- 
bles, to make ſo much as one Thing appear falſe. 
Thi was notorious to all preſent; and therefbre, in 
this Letter; they horridly ſlander'd and abus d me. * 
The Brethren argue plainly after this manſier: Mr. 
Stedman loſt his Trial at Weſtminſter, and our worthy 
Brother 7 15 ſays, This and that Particular con- 
Atfdavit, is falſe; therefore, Me know, vj 

there are a great Number of Falſhoods i in it. Theſe, 


Presbyterian' Prieft-Craff; 
and Mr. Chandler ſaid, No. Then Mr. Tong told 
him, That I had ſworn he did: At which Mr. Chand- 
ler was concern'd, and coming to Kenwards, took 
me aſide into the Hall, and related this Affair ſeri. 

oufly to me. I told him, That if ever I had ſworn 
any ſuch Thang, 


(which is now with Counſellor Conn) and there was 


no ſuch thing in it, but rather to the contrary. Tis 


true, I heard afterwards, that Mr. Tong, own'd this 


to be a Miſtake, and that *twas ſome of my Eyidence 


ſwore ſo: But I ſay, That is a Miſtake too ; for none 
of them at the Trial affirmed any ſuch thing. It ap» 


in 2 pears plain from hence, That Mr. Tong knew riot *till 
ne after this. Time, what was contained in my Affida- 


FJ vit, and what not; from whence elſe ſhould this 


82. Miſtake ariſe? This is odd, conſidering what he had 
m told us in the Letter laſt cited, and which was ſent 
1e. ſometime before. But now, ſuppoſing 1 had ſworn, 
that Mr. Reynolds made Gain of the Charity School: 5 
how can Mr. Tong and his Brethren affirm, — they 


know the contrary ? Why, but Mr. Reynolds is Rich, 


and the Brethren ſuppoſe him Religious, therefore, : 


they can't think in their Conſcience, he would do ſo 
mean a Thing, But what is all this to their knowing 
be did not? He has done that which is Ten times 
more diſhoncurable and baſe: I mean, He pretended 


to erect a Charity-School, and then ſet. a poor Man 


to teach it, and left him to pay for it out of his own 
Pocket, and yet all the while, gave out, that he was 


doing a  fignal Act of Charity and Compaſſion. Cruel 


© Hypocrifie ! But this is not all; Mr. Reynolds at the 
firſt told me of ſeveral Lay-Gentlemen, from whom 


he expected Subſcriptions towards this School, and 


Mr. Tong very well knows how many Hundred Pounds 
he has from his Congregation Annually (in Little 


Tal. Gy J under the Notion: of Charitable Contri- 
F 2 "butt 


43 


it was falſe, and I would own my. 
ſelf perjur' d: Whereupon I went to my Chamber, 
and brought Mr. Chandler a Copy of my Affdavit 
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butions; © Would the Merchants ſee their Money ap- 

ly'd'to the Uſes intended, and look a little narrow- 
er into this Buſineſs themſelves, I am ſatisfy'd, poor 
Miniſters, School-maſters, and others, would fare 
better: At leaſt, the Brethren would not have it in 
their Power to rule and domineer at the rate they 
do. Mr. Tong cannot think, that his worthy Brother 
would make Gain of a poor pitiful Charity- School: 
Well, neither I nor my Evidence have ſworn or ſaid 
that he did; but ſtil}, What if I ſhould believe in my 
Conſtience, that Mr. Reynolds is not a Loſer, but a 
Gainer, by all his pretended Charitable Disbur ſe- 
ments, who can help it? I am a little better ac- 
quainted with the Methods of Presbyrerian Collecti- 
ons, their Fund, and their Disburſements, than Mr, 


Tong, perhaps, is at preſent aware of. A Sheet or Y X 


two with reference to their Management, and the 


Uſe they make of this, will be diverting to the 1 


World, that has been dunn'd ſo long with their Pre- 33 
tences to Mortification, Self-Denial, and ſuch like. 


I hall find a Time for this, in a ſhort Diſcourſe I in- 


tend for the Publick, dN the  Freoyterian IE 


Fund. 


to prevent the deſired Hearing. I efteem it ſo, but 
every one may- judge of it as they ſee Occaſion : 
It was thus; Mr. Tong propoſes, not directly, for 
that would have been indecent as Things ſtood, but 
indirectly, by Mr. Stokes of Horſham, a Piſſenting 
M.iniſter, That the People of Lindfiel4ſhould put me 
away, and accept of another, who ſhould be ſent 
from London, and towards whoſe Maintenance an 
Allowance ſhould” be given out of the Fund. Had 
this taken Effect, every body . muſt think the Hear- 
ing would have been dropt of courſe: For tis not 
ſuppoſable my People then would diſoblige their Be- 
nefactors,' by FAY _ a Hearing 1 in Favour of a 


diſ- 


in this Month of July, another Stratagem was uſed 9 
to get me away from Lindfield, and, conſequently, 


Presbyterian Prieſl-Craſt. 45 
diſcarded: Preacher. Mr. Stokes wrote this Propoſal 
ina Letter to Mr: Nathanael Studley, who was then 
in Hartfordſhire: Wherefore Mr. Virgo, being adver- 
tis d of it by him, anſwer'd Mr. Stokes at the Deſire 
i ions ohne 3 on WET ke ett 


A COPY of Mr. Stokes's LETTER, July 20,1719; 
_— n 
Lide we Mr. Tong 4Viſtt, and your unhappy Di- 


' viſions were then mentioned.” *Tis his Sentiment as 


* 
4 


well as mine, that the only Expedient to unite you (mean- 
ing with the ſmall Party that ſtill remained with 
Mr. Froſt) is to proceed to the Choice of another Mini- 
Ir. ger. He knows of Two, either of which, he believes, 


* 


Jou may have; and at the ſame time, an Aſſiſtance out 


= of the Fund. I have wrote to your Brother Barham 
about it, &c. The remaining Part of the Letter is 


[ 
1 
1 


5 only about a Lefture he would have appointed for 
that end at Xenwards, * o 


* 


| Subſcri bed, 0 . \ bs 


= | I + J. Stokes. 
tly, *Tis obſervable, Mr. Tong, at this Exigence, knows 


7 of Two Miniſters, either of whom the People of 
| Lindfield might have; and an Allowance out of the 


* Fund. No Miniſter nor Allowance could ever be 
bur found before, tho the People had been deſtitute above 
ting Year e' er | came amongſt them. But this we muſt 
me ſay, was a Caſe of Neceſlity ! Es... 
ſent © 3 AT 


tt Mr. Virgo's ANSWER. 

Have ſeen yours of July 20. to Mr. Studley. The 
1 Reſtoring a good Underſtanding among ſt the People, 
what I ſhould be glad of, ſo that it be done in 4 Chri- 
ſtian and Honeſt Way. Dou know what Aſperſions have 


40% Preibyterian Prieff-Craft,' | 
been eaſt upon Mr. Sted man, Per ſon 'mho ſupply d us in old 
aur Extremity; when the Miniſtert waalil do nothing for Mir 
Hie hath' behaved himſelf -aminyſt us ſuit ably te his 


el VVV 
A | Will. Virgo. II 
A little after this, Mr. Stotes came to Kenwayds, tl 
where, according to his Talent, he pleaded the Cauſe * b 
of the London Miniſters. His main Argument was, WY 
That Mr. Jong being (as be ſuppoſed) a Juſt, Con- 1 
ſcientious, Charitable, Good Man, would never deal 
fo baſely with me as 1 affirmed, - And this, indeed, 1s 
is the only thing that all the chief Arguments of my 
Accuſers at laſt terminate upon, in this they wind 
up. But if Mr. Reynolds has deceived them and me 
för once, who can help it? We know he has his In- er kb 
firmities, as well as the reſt of his Brethren ; nor can 
they be ſure that he did not commit this particular V4 
Wickedneſs, of defrauding and oppreſſing me, under ou 
a Pretence of Chariry, let their Eſteem of him be 
what it will, One Argument of Mr. Stokes, however, 
- beſides that Achilleum of worthy, Brother Reynolds's 
Honeſty, muſt not be forgotten: It was this; He 
ſaid, I committed Sin in going to Law with Mr. Rey- 
_ - nyt nolds; 
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wlds "and would do fo, if I proſecuted the Fi 
Minifters for a Defamation (as 1 alluted him I whu 
if they did not apyotie me n Heating), kee h 
Why he ſuppoſed” this a *finful Thing? and he'(al 
He would prove it from Scripture, quoting 1 Cir, 
vi. 6. where St. Paul blames the Corinthians for going 
to Law before the Unbelievers. This he impudently 


whatever Mr. Stokes's, Loyalty be, I ſhall account it 
my great Privilege, and bleſs God for. it, that we 
have a Proteſtant Ring, and a righteous Government 
to defend us againſt Oppreſſion: And to them I ſha 


his Gang, for the horrid Injuries J ſuffer, as ſoon as 


I am in a Capacity to do it. 
about the end of this Month, intreating them ſpeedi- 
Illy to appoint a Hearing. They inform'd them, 


% 
. 


4 


they would do nothing to diſcourage the former 


auſe ©: Preacher, whoſe Miſcarriages themſelves had been 


was, . Witneſs to, look d too much like a Senn Gruc ge; 


oy 


That Gentlemen began to ſay, 


ne had trodden 
% ſentments co run ſo high, and that their driving 
e off the Hearing, made me get Ground upon them 
Ya ee for People began to look more narrowly 
PE 4b Affair of che Charity, School; and thar 
; + IRIT, Accuſations. 85 1 ſent TwWO Letters to Mr. 
would come to a Hearing, I would, proſecute them 
for a Defamation ; but he ſent me word, That ſee- 


Ichis Brother, in the Multitude of his Wiſdom, thinks, 


chat fora Man to loſe a Cauſe at Law, and to be per- 
* — ,__. 


r 
o 


Id. 
"ml 
af 


apply'd to the Caſe in Hand, as if King George and 
his judges were Unbelievers. God: forbid !- But 
make no Scruple to appeal againſt Mr. Reynolds and = 
e People ſent a Letter to the London Minifters 


© F< Thar their repeated Letters againſt me, whit 
upon the Prieſt's Toe, which occaſion'd their Re- 


= Galloway, aſſuring him, That unleſs the Miniſters 


ing I had loft the Trial at Weſtminſter, he thought 
there was no need of any further Hearing: It ſeems 
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zur d, 710 are the ſame thing. Mr. Tong, however, in 
we 


r to what the people had written, ſends 2 


| 5 — red hot with his and his Brethrens Reſent- 


ments. I will e it for the, an Satis 


don. 1 $a g "1 * 
= 4 4 4 
k A 4 a2. 6 a” 4 IX. 


10 Mr Vr and Mr. Hunter. 


Y 


Gentlemen, 99 London, Aug: 13. 1717, 


T. E Letter fab cribed by * your Names, and fu 


erſcribed to me, ] have received, and communi- 

cated 15 Contents of it to thoſe of my Brethren, whoſe 
ames were mentioned in it The Abſence of ſome of us 
from Town has delay'd our Anſwer ;, and indeed the Con- 


tents of your Letter, and the Temper you diſcover in i, * 


does not much invite us to a ' Correſpondence with you: 


jou have been acquainted with what "gd of us have fail 3 
and done to diſcountenance Mr. Fro 


you muſt be con- A. 
"4p 75 


ſeious to nour-ſelves, the Reflections you have made on us Of 


on that account, are very unjuſt. Ai to the Caſe of Mr. 1 
Stedman, it 3s. ſo notorious from the Trial that paſs'd in ® 


Weſtminſter-Hal, and the Warning given of him by © 


| thoſe of us that were preſent at that Trial, that we are *q 
max d a People of any Senſe or Conſcience "ſhould refuſe 
to tale the Caution that was ſo friendly and faithfully PÞ 
10, them : and that inſtead of taking. the Advice of- 
. 


red, ſhould give ſo unfair and unchriſtian a Turn to 


our Endeavours for your Good. But, G or th if you L | 
can aſſure xs, the People of Lindfleld and Ar. Stedman 
do infiſt upon 4 Hearing, 1 am impower'd by the Mini- a 


Fers that ſubſcribed the Charge aint Mr, Stedman, 
fo tell you, We are ready to give you the Hearing, but 
think it convenient it ſhould bei in London, and the Tims 


* 
b 
+ 
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* With 5 our Wen he mould babe. fa; for te Ler- 
ter was ubſeribed BY the Men themſelves. 15 


as plicity and godly Sincerity; and have deſerved better 
| Treatment, than we had in the Letter * were re pleaſed 
| to direct to 

1755 | Your Friend and Servant, 

5 . 8 1 „ uw Top. 

u- Pray communicate this to all 

uni- the People that adhere to TOE 

boſe Mr. Stedman. 5 5 5 

of us 

Con- Simplicity and Godly 1 are Terme ey glb 

» it, with the Fraternity; but that the Reader may know, 

" il that in this Letter they are mere Cant and Syco- 


3 pbantiſin, I defire he would take notice, that my 
con- Accuſers (i. e. Worthy Brother Reynolds and the reſt 
on 1s | . 7 ) were carrying on an Intrigue againſt me, which 
Ar. T "any Man of common Honeſty or Conſcience would 
Ain have abhorred, and that at this very Time, when 
m by they boaſt of cheir Simplicity and Godly Sincerity.. oK 
was e They ſent down their heavy Complaint 
efuſe | pint me to the Vice-Chancellor of the Univerſity. 
7 of Glaſgow, making him believe, that thoſe Things 
were true, which were now under Debate, and were 


4 / 

oe i to be decided in Salters-Hall, and charging them up-, 

f ou en me as poſitively, as if 1 had already ſtood law- 

man Fully convicted. This was a Piece of groſs Diſho- 
ini. deſty, for they knew I had aſſerted my lanocency, : 
nan ind offer'd to come to a fair Trial, nor could any of 
be them tell what I had to ſay in my own Pefence. 


Nay, it appears by their ſending to G Glaſgom,! that they; 
Frere conſcious to themſelves how weak and ground- 
ſs the, Accuſations were which they had brought 
Beaink me, and that they were not able to prove 
3 em; therefore they, before my Hearing, repre- 

ent me as the worſt of Men tothe Vice-Chancellor, 

| 8 7 defiring 


Presbyterian: Prieft-Craft; 4 9 
1 to be f d by mutual Conſent,” in which we doubt. not but 


: to make it appear, both our worthy. Brother Reynolds 
ent- d the reſt of us, have ated. i in this Matter with Sims, 
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of them Witneſs to the Charge brought againſt me, 


_ Glaſgow for Accuſations, and to reap up all they could 
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Jefirtig him, to fend an Account of the Irregularities I 


I was faid to have committed whilſt a Student in the 
College, a great while ago, and theſe are to be made 
uſe of againſt me at our Hearing, to prove, that the 
Brethren perſonally knew me guilty of Perjury here 
in London. The Minifters, ſay they, are every one 


and teſtify from their own perſonal Knowledge: 
They ſay, They know there are a great many noto- 
rious (i. e. plain and manifeſt) Falſhoods in my A ffida- 
vit. But if this had been true, and they could have 
proved it, what Occaſion was there to fend io far as 


againſt me whilſt a Student ſome Years before? If 
the Miniſters had proved themſelves honeſt Men, and 


my Cauſe with Mr. Reynolds unjuſt, that would have 
been ſufficient for their purpoſe (and I, by my own 
Confent, ſhould have been filenced) ; but this they Z 
could not do, and therefore ſend to Glaſgow a heavy 7 
Charge againft me, that by extorting Letters from 
thence, they might fix their groundleſs Aﬀperfions 
upon me at our Hearing with the greater Eaſe. This 
ungodly Artiſice is an Inſtance of the Simplicity and 
Sincerity with which the Brethren at! 8 
But to come a little nearer'to Mr. Tong's Letter: 
Tis odd that he ſhould make If's and And's about 


our- infifting upon a Hearing, after we had, by Mr. 
Chandler and otherwiſe, 'ſo often demanded it. We 
went ſeveral of us to London about this very Buſineſs 


the May before, and 1 had threatned them more than 
once to proſecute them, if they refuſed a Hearing; 
yet Mr. Tong comes at laſt with, F we inſiſt apon it 


Perhaps, he ſuppos'd his Boaſt of being in Weſtmin- 


fer- Hall at the Time of my Trial, had cool'd our 


Courage. He tells us, My Caſe was notorious from 


_ that Trial (meaning, tHat at the Trial at Weſtmin- 
fer it manifeſtly appeat'd, Twas an upjuft, perjurd, 

and ungrateful Per on) But this, adder car Kid 
8 5 and 


the 
iade 
"the 
nere 
one 
me, 
ge: 
oto- 
ida- 
ave 
ras 
2uld 


? If 


and 


ave | 
own | 


ities | 


and notorious Fal hood, for nothing like it appear'd 
at the Trial; and 1 challenge him, upon his Reputa- 
tion, to ew any one thing from the Trial at West- 
minſter, that will at all juſtify his Charge, much leſs 


make my Caſe appear notorious. He was not able to 


produce any thing like this when. we came to meet at 
Salt ors-Hall; and e. was forced ſnamefully to 


own, that they had ſtrainꝰd a Word (i.e. had ſtreteh'd) 


in their e tho' for all that, neither he nor his 
| Brethren had Honeſty. enough to alter or retratt the 
Charge, which himſelf confeſs'd was ſtrain d. Mr. 
Tong — That what he had now written might be 
laid before all the People that adhere to Mr. Stedman; 


and what of all hes The People had long ſince 
made Inquiry into the Trial at Weſtminſter, and from 


ſeveral credible Witneſſes, who were preſent at it, 


+ written to Mr. Tong's Letter by Mr. Virgo and Mr. 


Hunter. What relates to their Complaints about 


m Froſt, I will omit, and tranſcribe ſo much wy 
| as may be at uſe to our preſent pen TOW 


| To Mr. Tog and a Minifters who ſubſcribed the | 


"Charge againſt Mr. Stedman. 


9 Sirs, Balcomb, Sept. 2, 1 7 17. 


IV das by Mr. Tong, of the 13th of 


Auguft, we have received, and are ſurprixed to 


find you ſo indifferent of a Correſpondence wherein your 


Reputation is not a little concerned. Allow u modeſtly fo. 


tell you, That our Correſpondence with you, in waiting 
upon you once and again at London, has coſt us a great 


| wany Pounds ; nor have you any Reaſon to wonder if we 
e out of Temper at dave cub no Encouragement from 
8 2 


you, 
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as well as Mr. Tong (and who will compare with him 
or his Brethren — — for their Character) had heard 
due different Accounts from what he was pleaſed 
to give of it; and therefore were not now to be 
" ul with his bold Aſſeverations. An Anſwer was 
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you, when you bad promis'd it ; but, contrariwiſe, very 


many and great Diſcour geen. — Pu e pleaſed 


20 rell us, That Air: Stedman': Caſe was notorious at 


have ſeen ſeveral Gentlemen who were there at that Time, 


and who ſpeak as notoriouſly of (a Brother in the Miniſtry ) 
one of Mr. Reynolds's "Witneſſes, as you have or can 
ſpeak of My. Stedman. We very much wonder, that you 
ſhould offer hour being there, 'as a Proof of your knowing 
Ar: Sted man guilty «bench We thought ſurely you 
had been'Witnefs to the Contratt between him and Mr. 
Reynolds about the Charity. School, and could have na- 
med ſome Time and Place of your being ſo, in order to 
prove from your erſonal Knowledge, that it was not as 


Au Stedman ſwore it was. But tis plain, you never 


Wer ſo preſent : And, under Favour, Gentlemen, we 
miſt bell you, that if your Perſonal Knowledge dwindle at 
laſt into a Belief of Informations, whether in the Court or 


outfit, your calling it by that Name, is a groſs At- 


rempt upon the common Senſe of Mankind; ¶ Tou know as 
well ar we, that to know a Thing perſonally, and to be- 


liebe it upon the Credit of another, are very different ). 
Me are amar d beyond all meaſure to find you ſo ſtrangely 


incenſed ag ainſt us for hearing Mr. Stedman, He has 


promiſed long ago, to deſiſt from Preaching, ſo ſoon as 
you ſhall prove your Charge. If that could have been done, 


why is it not long ſince? Are we to be blamed. for enter- 


taining him, while you decline to prove him guilty; and 
thereby, as well as in many other reſpects, give ſtrong 


Freſumptions that he is innocent, and greatly wronged ? 


When: jou have proved your Charge, we will part with 


him, and not before For our Honeſty and Juſtice in 


this Reſolution, we appeal to all that know any thing of 


Chriſtianity, What Simplicity Mr. Reynolds will 
| ſhew. when we come to Salters-Hall, we know not; but 


for the preſent, take this one Inſtance of what he has 


” fhewed:;\ When we were in London laſt. Winter, he told 


, He would not he ſeen to follom Mr., Stedman; 
Joy 3 . | whereas 


s whereas at the ſame Time, he did follow him to the utmoſt, 
| by blaz.ing. your ſcandalous Charge all over the Country: 
This we k nom to be Matter of Fatt; Jou may term it 
Simplicity, or what you pleaſe. 'He told us alſo, That 


Comment upon theſe Things , but turn them which way you 
will, they do not very: well ſuit his Profeſſion. We have 
read your Letter to the People, that adhere to Mr. Sted- 


This, at the Deſire of the Congregation, from 

10 Your Humble Servants, 
Will. Virgo. 
Malter Hunter, 


This Letter nettled Mr. Tong and his Brethren 


To Mr. Virgo and Mr. Hunter, 
SGentl emen; N London, Sept. 26. 1717. 
Vo Letter ſavours ſo little of a Chriſtian Spirit, 
1 and ſo much of the contrary, that we can hardly 
$ perſuade our-ſelves to make any Reply to it; nor ſhould 
we have done it at all, but that we thought proper to take 


no notice of any thing you ſhall ſay to us about Mr. Sted- 


in what we knew of his Charaſter, and we did not officiouſly 
of meddle in that Buſmeſs, but were moved to it in a Leiter 
pill from «Mr. Ollive to e Mr. Reynolds; and notwith- 
but ftanding this, were backward to concern our- ſelves in that 
bas Matter, till, upon further Accounts from thoſe Parts, 
old we thought our Faithfulneſs to you as a Chriſtian Society, 
m; 


and our Concern for the Reputation of the Mini ſtiy, made 
* = RN nahi 7 


7 


% 
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he would have carried his Cauſe againſt Mr. Stedman 
thoꝰ it had coſt him a Thouſand : Pounds. We make no | 
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man, and they do inſiſt upon it, that you ſhould prove 
your Charge. Be pleaſed to ſend Word of the Time, &c. 


= grievouſly, and occaſion'd the following Anſwer, _ 


this Occaſion to tell you, That hence- forward we ſhall take 


man's Affair. We faithfully gave you an Account of 
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Prechptetien „ Nele 
a. neceſſary for un to acquaint you with what ive 
| Bnemof. Mr. Stedman. If. you will not belies mw, we 
cannot help it. We have — onr. own Souls, and 


| ſhdllreſt ſatisfied in having done our Duty. Nom 70 
| ee Hearing of this Matter, which we told yon be- 


— — 


weſelves appointing a Time, and giving us 


- ic 5 Notice be fore- hand, without which our En- 
ements are ſuch, it would b "impoſſi ible an all con. 

. to W We are N 

N a Your Faichful Friends, 

P. 8. We n of . Joſh, Oldfield, 
Robin ſon s Concurrence Ins: Sheffield. 
wit in us. He i at a great „ 
9 in the Country. 2 Galloway. 


it ems the Miniſters were fore ly put to it with 5 


3 repeat it again, Tou may have whenever hw | 


what our People had written, otherwiſe they would 2 1 


ſcarce have publiſhed fo wicked a Reſolution as that 


which they were now come to, of ſhewing no fur- t 


ther Regard to any thing that could be offered in my 


Defence. What ! accuſe' a Man of the moſt deteſta- A 
ble Crimes, and then ſay, We are reſolved to take 
no notice of any thing that ſhall henceforth be urged i 


in his Behalf This, Reader, is another Inſtance of 
the Brethrens Simplicity and godly Sincerity. Im- 
mediately after this, they ſubjoin two egregious 


Fal ſhoods, to ſham over the Blame of their ſcanda- Oi 
lous Letters; firſt upon Mr. Olive of Lewes, as if he BY 


had moved them to write againſt me ; and then up- 


on a pretended Neceſſity they ſuppoled themſelves 3 7 
under of acquainting the People of Lingfield with my I 


Character. We (ſay the Accuſers) faithfully gave 


You an Account of what we knew of his Charater i 
This is a horrid Untruth ; for I never had the Cha- 


| wer of an unjpſt, perjur'd, or ungrateful Man: 3 


They g ai 


| Pre huis jan 1 Priel Croft as 
They themſelv d theſe Things againſt me, at 


Reynolds, attempting, tho” in vain, to fix them upon 
me; and yet they would fain perſuade che People, 
That they had only given them a faithful Account of 
what they knew Gaia _ y Character, as if I had 
been publickly defamed for the Crimes which they 


ed upon me. Again, they fay, 
-ioufly intermeddle in this Buſineſs: But 1 am of 


re them to meddle with it, nor did my People ſeek 
any Character of me from them: They only put them 
in mind of their Promiſe, and ſeeing the Miniſters 


might, however, have been fo civil, as to let me 


= ger indeed ! | have a Copy of Mr. Olive's Letter by 


them to write againſt me, he uſed many forcible 
Yoke e to move them to the Arn * 3 


take 
4 4 10 the Reverend Mr. Reynolds. 
ce o 

Im- a Lewes, Feb. kee. 1716-1 * 
gious . Sr, | | 
inda- Once the writing my laſt, I have this farther to aid i in 


5 


behalf of Mr. Stedman: That he is at preſent at 


hy 7 Ing many Miles for it; which as it is 4 great Inconve- 
Cha- rence ro themſelves, fo it cuts off the greateſt Part of 
Man: heir Families. I am perſuaded, You nt ed no Argument 


; . 


Taftigntion: of: as old Calumniator and Brother 


themſelves had but lately invented, and falſely char 
They did not offi- 
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— Mind for all that. I am fure, I did not de- 


id not think meet to give us any Aſſiſtance, they 


alone, unleſs the People had deſired them to give a 
Character of me. But, ſay they, Mr. Olive moved 
us to it in a Letter to Mr. Reynolds. This is a Swin- 


— — 
2 „„.. 
2 — Fj 
CE I ng 


me, and will tranſcribe ſo much of it, as will ſatisfy 
q Ine Reader, that inftead of moving Mr. Reynolds or 


8 Bateld with a poor People that have their Eye upon him 
„% 7 their Supply, might You be pleaſed to favour their 
WDeſion. They lament their deftitute Condition, that 
0 can't attend upon 4 profitable Miniſtry, without go- 
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to tale ſuch a Cale as theirs into Juur Conſideration, They We 
would only intreat Tau ſo far'to:counttnance their Choice Mr 
of Mr. Stedman (whoſe Miniſtry, they hope, would be gre: 
profitable to them) as not to fallom him with any Marks Mr 
of. Your Diſpleaſure, while they might haue an Opportu- it t. 
nity of making Trial of him. They deſire he may be with Ace 
them only for One Tear,' and if he ſhould prove otherwiſe cull 
than according to their preſent Hopes, they. will not apply MR fy + 
to any for Aſſiſtance, but will tate the Burden mhilly or 
upon themſelves. But if his Deportment for that Time Let 
ſhould anſwer their Expect ation, they cannot but think ¶ to i 
this will be a promiſing Indication of his future Uſeful- whi 
neſe; that thoſe valuable Abilities God has endow'd the 
him with, will be profitably. imploy'd in his Service, for the 
the Uſe. and Benefit of his Church, which will be Mat- ri 
ter of Rejoycing both to Tou and Them, I amn, with Mr. 
ſincere Reſpect, 991050 £63%-5:9097] 803 e370 550: f 
FPFoͤour Unworthy Brother had 
"_ and Humble Servant, the 


John Ollive. : unl 


This was ſent by Mr. Ollive to Mr. Reynolds, and, RF 
fo far as 1 can ſind, was intended only for him, not the 
for the Peruſal of other Men; for the Conteſt had i of t 
been between Mr. Reynolds and me; and we were Wl ters 
willing to uſe all proper means to put an end to it, 
that it might not be revived again to make a Diſtur- 
bance, after it had lain dormant for nigh Three 
Years. . Accordingly, Mr. Olive beſpeaks him in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive and obliging manner (as I al ſo had 
done in a Meſſage by Tw O of my Hearers); ſeveral 
Arguments are uſed, as well from the Conſideration 
8 of the Peoples Circumſtances, as. mine. All that 
they deſire of this implacable Man, is, That he. 
would nor. follow me with his Reſentments (which 
top, at the ſame Time, he promiſed my Friends, 
who waited on him, tho he was not ſo good as his 


Word) 


Pr ef ) FR Priel Cre: PA pA 
Word). They deſire but One Year of Trial, and 
vice WE Mr. Olive urges, That my. future Uſefulneſs, in a 
1 be 2 meaſure, depended upon this. But as ſoon us 
arks Mr. Reynolds receives the Letter, away be goes with 
u- it 8 his Brethren, and immediately their ſcandalous 
vith WM Accuſations. are ſent. againſt me to Lewes. My Ac- 
viſe cuſers profeſs, That they wrote their Charge to juſti- 
p fy their worthy. injur'd Brother, and Mr. Reynolds: 
ally nat; That he got the Brethren. to write "theſe, 
ime Letters; yet at laſt, they tell us, They were moved 
unk to it by a Letter from Mr. Olive to Mr. Reyuoldt, 
ful- which very earneſt ly perſuades the contrary. Had 
they ſaid, That Mr. Ollive's Letter earneſtly preſſed. 
for ¶ them to forbear, and that they were tempted. to 
lat. write againſt me by the revengeful lmportunities df 
with Mr. Reynolds, who prevailed upon them to do 

even againſt their Inclination; 1 doubt not but the 

had told the Truth, and had ſham'dthe Devil: he 

the Brethren mean by the other Accounts which ry. 
ſay they received from theſe Parts, 1 canizot 1 imag in 
ive. unleſs they received Inftruftions from e old. 
Friend Mr. Froſt. 

At the Peoples Requeſt, 1 adfoepd” roy; rae 
the Letter of the Miniſters, which conſiſting chiefly. 
of the ſame Arguments that Lafterwards uſed in Fg 


ere ll ters-Hall, for my Defence againſt Mr. Reynolds, I 
it, ¶ forbear to tranſcribe at preſent ; tho' 1 15 the Co. 5 
tur- py by me, and ſhall be ready to publiſh i it, when there 


18 Occaſion. | With the Conſent of my Friends, I 
fixed upon the 14th of November that current Year 
171). for the Day of Hearing, according to the 
Liberty given us by the Miniſters in their Letter; 
they having inform'd us allo, that we ſhould have 
the Privilege of a large Room at Salters-Hall to meet 
in. I ſubjoin'd to et „ r 5 Poſt- 
/ ſeript. 


8 — 


* mee Prior 
1 8. 


JT OUR, telling this Pipl, You eee e 
1 own Souls, (See the Letter p. 54. N mianing by 
the ſcandalom Letters you wrote againſt me, is"'a moſt 


borrid and prophane Abuſe of the Holy Scripture.” ' And 


whereas you inſinuat e, That the Peoples hearing of me 
hitherto, is a (inful Thing ; 1 ſay,” They have therein 


atted agreeably to the Word of 624, and to the Opinion 


of your beſt Writers, This 1 offer to muintain againſt 
yon, or ay er in e that ſhall W rhe e con- 


ray. 1 * 
- Lindfield, Ort. 9, 1717. 


This was read by Dr. Cd in 1 publick, at our 
Hearing, before above 50 Minifters, not one of 
whom anſwerd a Word. Their Silence, L think, 


Jof: Sted man. 


can be imputed to nothing elſe, but a Convittion ; 


that what {aid was true. "This, i in the mean time, 
was little to Mr. Tong's Credit, or that of his, Bre- 
thren, who but juſt before had made ſuch an Out-cry 
againſt the People, as if their Attendance upon my 


Preaching,. were a damnable Sin, from the Guilt of | ; 


which, God be thanked, the Brotherhood had deli- 


5 vered their opn Souls ! "Se 


I The End of the Firſt Section. 
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SW H E Day agreed upon for our Hearing, 


being come, all Parties repaired to Sal- 
TP rei- Ball ous, 


ters- Hall about Ten of the Clock in the 


CREE Forenoon. I was accompany'd with 12 
Oo ne of my principal Hearers out of Suſſex, 
and ſeveral Gentlemen of Note in London, with ſe- 


veral others of my Friends there, eſpecially fuch as 
= were preſent at the Trial in Weſtminſter-Hall. My 
Brother andSifter Bedlom declared, They were ready, 


if lawfully required, to take their ſolemn Oarh, that 
I never had ſuborned them, directly or indirectly, 


to witneſs in my Cauſe at Weſtminſter; That what 


they faid was voluntary, and nothing but the Truth, 


which they would freely confirm again with their 
Oath, if called thereto by a Magiſtrate, I had alſo 


preſent with me my Attorney Mr. Ogle, And at our 
coming into the Hall, we found there about Fifty 
Miniſters, and my Five Accuſers, with a great Num- 
ber of Lay men, and ſome Women and Maids be long- 
i, 5. 1 


10 5 g ; 


© Dr. Calamy was at the Head of the Table in a 


Chair, as Moderator, choſen by the Brethren with- | 
out my Conſent ; which was not a fair Thing: For 


the Moderator being, in all ſuch Caſes, appointed to 


= overſee and manage the Hearing fairly on both ſides, 


| ought to have had a Vote in his Election 5 and he 
ought. to have been a diſintereſted Perſon, unbials d 
mw H 2 to 


, 1 2 a 
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to either Party. But that the Doctor was not; for 
he had ſaid ſometime before, That if continued to 
Preach at Lindſfield, he and bis Brethren would pro- 
teſt againſt me : Yea, "ke was ſo incens' againſt me, 
thar he told Mr. Chandler, He was not for a Hearing 
at all. And was hea proper per ſon to preſide in that 
Hearing which I had now brought the Miniſters to, 
with a great deal of Difficulty ? or, Was he likely 
to carry it with an even Hand between us, who bad 
declat'd himſelf ſo ſtrongly inclin'd to one fide be- 
fore? Surely, No. This appear'd ſufficiently after- 
wards, When the Doctor nototiouſly betray'd his 
Truſt, and in requital to thoſe who had choſen him 
to the Chair, made them all my Judges, not with. 
ſtanding of an expreſs Agreement Himſelf and the 
Five Miniſters bad made with me to the contrary. | 
155 Iſball not inſiſt upon this; The chooſing a Mo- 


erator without my Conſent, was but a_Trifle, in 


om pariſon. of the i Abuſes I afterwards met 
Withi in this Presbyterian Church- udicature. bes 3 
The firſt Thing we fell upon, was, The fixing | 


"Referees. or Arbitrators : But. the Miniſters well know- | s 
ing. upon what that Debate would turn, a Motion was 5 


made, and all Lay people defir'd to withdraw 3 into 
the next Room, which They: did accordingly. - Then 
the Moderator "propoſed the Minifters preſent (ex- 
, cept my Five Accuſers and Mr, Reynolds) i in Number 
about. Fifty, as the propereft Perſons to whoſe judg- 
ment and Deciſion this Cauſe ought to be referr'd, 
I had long before this refus'd any ſuch Reference to 
the Miniſters, as ſeveral of them then preſent very 
well knew; > and. now. declar'd before them all, That 
1 would not commit my Cauſe to their Deciſion; 
None of. them had any Jawfal Authority over me, 
any more than I had, over them ; nor had they any 
thing to do to obtrude Arbitrators upon me againſt 
my Conſent. I deſired they would chooſe a certain 


We of Men, 25 Ora gn. PERL le (nd 


4 


Pe, . 
„ 
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was ready to chooſe an equal Number for my-ſelf, | 
to join with them; offering, finally to ſubmit my-ſelf 


to the Deciſion of impartial Judges thus fairly choſen 


on both ſides. But this was refuſed, and the Doftor 
urged to have my Cauſe left wholly to the Determi- 
nation of the Miniſters, as before. I do not remem- 
ber any Reaſon he gave for this, but only, That it 
was his judgment, and, as he ſuppoſed, the judg- 

ment of all, or moſt there preſent, That ſeeing the 


| Cauſe concerned Miniſters, therefore Miniſters were 
the propereſt Perſons to decide it. I told the Doctor, 


I was of a quite different Opinion; as, indeed, well 
I might, for the Reaſons which follow. 25 
All the Miniſters, and my Accuſers, were Bre- 


Zthren in the ſame Character and Station; they were 


one in Intereſt, and not a little concern'd to ſupport 
each other's Credit. Nor was I ſo ignorant, as to 


Yexpett an impartial Deciſion from the Body of Mi- | 
niſters preſent, ' when my , Cauſe ſo near ly touchꝰd 
Five of their principal Leaders: And, I think, it 
was a Piece of uncommon Vanity for them to ima- 
gine, that any body of common Senſe would truſt 
their Honeſty in ſo nice a Point as this. Beſides, 


bilſt they expreſſed ſo great a Deference for each 


| other's: Judgment and Integrity as Miniſters, they 


diſowned me as a Brother, and would have had Mr. 
handler and my People to have done fo too, long 


Pefore this Time, Mr. Moderator and his Brethren 


ad foreſtalld my Sentence, and plainly intimated 


their Judgment already; for when he diſown'd me, 


nd endeavour d to expoſe me as an Intruder into the 


Miniſtry, none of the Brethren ſaid any thing to the 
Tontrary, but by their Silence acquieſc'd in what he 
had ſpoken. And now, Who could look upon theſe 


en as fair impartial Arbitrators, who had gone ſo 


War in declaring againſt me, before they had heard 


- 11 1 
i. * 9. 1 % 4 ' . * * 
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But this is not all: A great Number (I verily be- 
lieve, a Majority) of the Mmiſters and MS ATR 
_ then preſent, had a Dependance upon my Aecufers, 
either for Part of their actual Maintenance, or at 
leaſt for Preferment: 
out of the Presbyt erian Fund, and Two of my Accu- 
ſers were, at this Time, Birectors or Managers of 
that Fund, having frequently alſo the Diſpoſal of 
charitable Contributions and Legacies; therefore, to 
let up thoſe Beneficiaries as Judges between the Five 
Miniſters and me, could not but expoſe them to an 
unavoidable Temptation of being partial. I confeſs, 
J had not fo ſtrong an Opinion of their Honeſty, and 
I believe never ſhall, as to expect they would do Ju- 
flice in ſuch a Cauſe as this. In Wort, It was a diſ- 
boneſt Thing in the Moderator, to endeavour the 
ſetting up theſe Men for 
Creatures to my Accuſers, greedy of doing any thing 


tooblige them, and fearful of every thing that might 
diſpleaſe them. Mr. Stokes, now of Darking, was 


pleaſed to diſtinguiſh himlelf at our Hearing, by 
asking me ſeveral impertinent Queſtions. 1 ſupposꝰd 
then, he did it to ſhew his Little Parts; but I was in- 


making Intereſt to get into a Meeting at London : 
Who were fitter Perſons for him to make Intereſt 
with, than Mr. Tong, Mr. Robinſon, 
and the reſt of my Opponents? and; How could he 
oblige them better, than thus to miitihge their Cauſe 
. againſt me? But as his trifling Queſtions and Objec- 


tions were in vain, ſo were his Attempts to gain 2 


Meeting at London However, he hath ſince ad- 


vahc'd himſelf a little: 1 mean, by leaving his poor | 


Congregation at Horſham, and Boing to Dar king, for 
about 10 l. a Year more Salary. There was another 


Mimfter, Mr. Mayo of Kingſton, a Man of far greater 
Note than the former, th likewiſe ſhew'd himſelf 


mighty zealous in the Brethrens Cauſe, and at the 
A ſame 


Many of them had Penſions | 


Judges, who were mere 


form d afterwards, That at that very Time he was 


Mr. Reywilds, Nene 


Iclarit 
8 hath 
vwhic 


Pyeſhytericn "an pre vaſt. 62 


Lame Time, as I am eredibly informed, was uſing 
his Eadeavouts to obtain the Meeting at Hackney, 
vacant by the Death of Mr. Henry. And how many 

more of the Miniſters might at that Time be making 


other? Tis certain, many of the younger ſort of 
preachers eſpecially, of whom there was a great 


ſters, my Accuſers, both for Maintenance and Pre. 
.- {ferment : Wherefore, of all others, they were the 
moſt improper Perſons to judge between me and 
an them. They could not but know, that Mr. Tong 
1 and his Brethren would highly reſent i it, if they did 
mn any thing that tended to call their Reputation in que- 
I. ſtion. In ſhort, they had the moſt powerful Mo- 


| This has fullitimtly:. appeared finee in i the Car- 
807 riage of ſome of my Accuſers towards the Reverend 


which the Reader will have an Account in his 


tives to fall into their Meaſures againſt his Conſci-. 
ence: A Paſtor of 38 Years ſtanding, and one who 
had all along born an unblemiſk'd Character; who 
in the late Perſecution kept his Ground, maintaining 
the Worſhip of God in all its Ordinances, at his own 
ſou, in the Face of his Enemies, and never turn'd 

his Back upon his Duty for the Fear of any Man, as 
Yall his Neighbours can teſtify : I ſay, If my Acculers 
would tamper, as they have done, with 5 Gentle. ' 
man, who, for Things worthy of Praiſe, is every 
I way their Equal, what would they ſlick at wich re- 
1 ta thoſe — indigent Creatures of —_ 

on- 


intereſt with my Accuſers, upon one Account or an- 


Number preſent, did depend upon the leading Mini- 


tives, Juſtice excepted, to vote for the Miniſters 
againſt meß had I referred my Cauſe to their Deci- 


6 Mr. Chandler, who for his ingenuous and honeſt de- 
A charing of his Sentiments with reference to my Cauſe, 
05 © {hath been more than once threatned by them of 


logy). Now if theſe Grandees had ſo little Wit ＋ | 
L Honeſty, as to tempt Mr. Chandler from baſe Mo- 
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Conventicle in Salters- Hall was chiefly made up? 


And what Treatment muſt they have expected to 


meet with, ſhould they have differ'd in judgment, 
not as Mr. Chandler did, , from Brethren and Equals, | 


but from their Patrons and Benefactors ? It was not 


for nothing then, that the Doctor inſiſted ſo much 
upon referring my Cauſe to the Body of Miniſters 
no preſent; and it was not for nothing that Tre. | 


The Moderator ftill urging the Miniſters as the 
only proper Judges in this Cauſe, I ſtood up, and 
aid, Gentlemen, It ſeems our Buſineſs is done; for 
I will not refer my Cauſe to the Deciſion of the Mi- 
niſters ; and ſo'offer'd to go out of the Hall. (I am 


fince inform'd, that Mr. Tong faith, He and his Bre- 
thren at this likewiſe made an Offer to leave the 


Hall: I know nothing of it; but whether they did or 
not, is not at all material) Hereupon Mr. Mayo of 
Kingſton made an Overture to the Moderator: That 


owe could not agree in the Choice of Perſons to 


< judge between us, there might, however, be a 


cc Conference for the Satisfaction of the Lindford 


ce People, who, upon hearing of both Parties, might 
«© be left to judge for themſelves as they ſhould ſee 


<« reaſon.” This the Doctor propoſed firſt to the | 


Five Minifters and Mr. Reynolds, who conſented to 


it; and then ask'd me, If I would agree to this; and | 


I ſaid, I would. Upon this the Laity were called 
in, and the Moderator, directing his Diſcourſe to 
the People of Lindfield, ſaid to this Effect: Gen- 
* tlemen, Here has been a Diſpute about Arbitrators. 
Mr. Stedman will not be try'd by the Minifters, 
© tho" I think they are the fitteſt Perſons to judge in 


I this Affair: We are at laſt agreed to go on with 
the Hearing for your Satisfaction, and you are to 
4 judge for your-ſelves. And do with Mr. Sredmar: 


as you ſhall ſee Reaſon, after you have heard both 
eee ron i 

Parties.“ (I deſite the Reader would take no- 
n Lee Sree — tice 
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tice 3 this for at the Cloſe of our Hearing, the Mo» 
| derator having in vain attempted to bribe my People 
with Money to caſt me off, and fearing, as it plain 
ly appear d, to appeal to their Judgment, notwith- 
landing of this Agreement, did violently reſt the 
Cauſe. into his own Hands, and call tor, of 1 
from the whole Bagg of Miniſters, 


"EE EATE 


8 But 1 _ not r part with biw. 3 and told the 
Moderator, That neither he nor any there, had Au- 
thority to preſcribe who I ſhould — with me, and 
who not. Mr. Atkinſon ſtood juſt by me, and told 
me, It did not become me to talk thus to the Mini- 
ſters. I took no notice of his Impertinenge, but fur- 


ther ſaid to the Moderator, That if they nu > 


Mr. Ogle, I would not ſtay a Moment after him,. S0 ey. 
they inſiſted no further about my Attorney. , Now 
Reader, pray obſerve here the Honeſty of theſe Men - | 
All this while Mr. Reynolds had his Attorney by lang 
unknown to me, cloſe up in a Corner. | 
After this Buſtle was over about my Attorney, the 
Moderator ſtood up, and ſaid, He had receiꝝv d ſome 
Letters from Scotland concerning me, which he de- 
ſird might be read before they proceeded FH» 
ther. One great Reaſon, as I now.. Foun y.. 
Hearing was put off ſo long (after the Miniſters 


J conſented. to have one) was, ts. Zhad 155 and 
[my Accuſers had ſent down a Letter to the 
Y ſity of Glaſzaw againſt me, ſubſcribed by their Hands, 


Univer- — 


deſiring of the Vice - Chancellor, an account of ſome 
ene | was ſaid R guilty of, While a . 
2 ent 


10 ud 
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dent there. They had Heard, th 
Oſſence to the Senate, which l did not, at our Hear. 
ing, in the leaſt deny, or excuſe. I had no Reaſon ; 
for Half 4 Vert before left Glaſcom Thad conform'd 
| tmy-felf to the Sentence of the ers, who there- 
upon reſtor q me to my Privileges 3 in the College ; 
and I know not that Ie oe them any Offence after- 


wards; Vet, upon the Doftor's and his Brethrens 
writing 


Ings againſt me, mentionmg nothing of what I had 
done to re-:obtain that particulat Reſpett I once had 
in the Univerſity; ; nor that the Faculty had ſuſpen- 


ded their Cenſure. This Letter, which 1 knew was 
wholly” owing to the Comp ints the Brethren had 
ſent agai , the Chairman would 


Have read at the Openin 8. of our Conference. I ob- 
jected agzinſt this, an 010 the Doctor, © It was 
<& quite foreign to our eſs at preſent: That he 
"i „ ought to” have given BE! notice of his writing to 
: s and "of: bis Deſign to have that Affair 
55 into: That if he had fo done, 1 ſhould have 
de written to Glaſy om ag well as he (which would have 
3 1 fair) and F ſhould hive come ſufficiently pre- 
ard to- nfver-him, and to give an Account un- 
der whit Circbmffances ! left the College : L told 
6 4 That his and his Brethrens extorting Let- 
ters From the Vice-C ancellor i in this clandeftine 
4. Mane, -was a rtiftce'to blacken my Repu- 
t 1 might not be credited in what I had 
in my Defence, and contriv'd on pur- 


cc. 


2 now #6 & 


The Sengte at Glaſgow had at leaft ſuſpended their 
< 'Cenfure; and that I kyew nothing could revive it, 
g tinkefs he and his Brethren had ſent down their 


„ fulſe Accuſations to the Univerſity, as they had 
dpne into Saſſex, — _ that upon ſuch 


2280 | — Com- 


C1 had given ſome | 


againſt me, the Vice-Chancellor ſent a Let- 
ter to London, with a Copy of the Faculty's Proceed. | 


, poſt to make their Kroundſeſs Charge paſs upon 
« the with the Jeſs Suſpicion of Falſhood. lol him, 


„ 
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« Complaints from ſo conſiderable Men, it was not 
ce to be wonder'd at, it the Vice : Chancellor wrote 
ce againſt me with the utmoſt Severity. the Cauſe 
ic would bear: But all this from the College; ſaid 1, 
64 18 upon the Suppoſition, that the Miniſters Accu. 
ce ſations are true; and that is not yet decided. 
Then 1defir'd him to read us a Copy of his Letter to 
the Vice-Chancellor, that we might know what oc 
caſion'd his mighty Informations. But he ſaid, He 
had no Copy. However, the Vice- Chancellor has 
ſince ſent an Account of it in a Letter to Mr. Chand. 
ler, wherein he ſaith ++ © Tho for my on Part, 1 
vas enough inc lind not to make Noiſe of Mr. Sred- 
* man's Irregularities, yet being informꝭd by ſeveral 
“Reverend and Worthy Brethren at London; who 
*-jointly wrote to me, That he was ſo far from a- 
* mending, that he perſiſted in his evil Courſes, and 
* was become uneaſy to them, I could not be againſt 
I ſending up an Abſtraſt of the Univerſity's: Sen- 
* tence; &c.” The Moderator and his Brethren, 
upon this, granted, that the Letters ſhould be ſet 
aſide till after the Hearing : But they were worſe 
than their Word; for no ſooner was the Cauſe deba- 
ted between Mr. R eynolds and me, but the Modera- 
tor trumps up his Scotland Letters again, and reads 
them juft before he calld: for his Brethrens Verdi 
about my Affair with the Five Miniſters. 
I have Two Things to remark upon this: The rt 
is, Mr. Moderator and his Brethren, before any thing 
had been proved againſt me, tho? had aſſerted my 
Innocence, and offer'd to fubmit to a fair Trial, ſent 
down a heavy and ſcandalous Charge againſt me to 
the Vice-Chancellor, as a Thing already certain, 
upon the Truth of which the College might depend, 
and fo revive their Cenſure. They fay in their Let- 
ter, That 1 was ſo far from amending, that I ſtill per- 
ſiſted in my evil Courſes: That is, I had wronged 
Mr. Reynolds, and was e it they did not bely 
9 ein : 4k me; 


68 Precbjterias Prieft-Craft. 
me; for nothing elſe at London was ever alledged 
againſt me; and then comes the true Reaſon of theit 
Complaint, I was become uneaſy to the Brethren (Ay, 
and ſhall be ſtil}; unleſs! they recant their ſlanderous 
Charge, tho they ſhould ſend their Forgeries to 
Glasgow till their Hearts ake !); and now, Ihaving 
committed theſe wicked Actions againſt Brother Rey- 
nolds, and being like to bring them into a Straight 
at Salters- Hall, how they ſhould prove my having fo 
done, they deſire the College to help them out at a 
dead Lift, and ſend up an Account of all that ever! 
had done amiſs there: So that theſe Accuſations 
ſent by the Miniſters to Glaſgow, as true (though at 
preſent under Debate), are to be provid true by the 
Letters ſent from thence upon the Credit of thoſe 
Accufations. The other Remark is this; Upon my 
complaining of it as an unfair Thing to blacken my 
Character with Letters from Scotland, obtained too 
in a clandeſtine manner, as ſuppoſing the Accuſati- 
ons true which were now under Debate; he granted 
that the Letters from Scotland ſhould be ſet aſide till 
the Merits of the Catiſe were heard on both ſides. | 
ſuppoſed,. That the ſetting aſide the Letters for the 
preſent, was, That they might not have any Influ- 
ence on the Cauſe now to be diſputed (as in reaſon 
they ought not to have); or elſe, to what purpoſe 
was the reading of them put off at all? It was done 
in a ſeeming Compliance with what I had ſaid againſt 
the reading of them; yet this poor ceremonious 
Shadow of Honeſty was craſtily improved by the 
Moderator to my Diſadvantage ; for tho? they were 
ſet aſide at the Opening of the Hearing, yet to- 
wards the Cone luſion of it, the Doctor took Care 
to read and comment upon them, calling ſome young 
Preachers (formerly at Glaſgow under my Care) to 
witneſs againſt me. And this he did juſt before he 
called for his Brethrens Verdict, with whom were 
joined theſe Witneſſes, and a Number of other 2 


[ 1 
Presbyt 


ders, Dependants, and Creatures of my Accuſers, 
It had, perhaps, been better for me, that the Let- 
ters had been read at firſt when the Doctor deſired, 
than juſt before their ridiculous Sentence, when they 


were likely to make the worſt Impreffion to my 


Hatt bi 
Tbeſe are ſome 3 of that Simplicity and 


re Sincerity, which Mr. Tong ſaid the Miniſters 
would ſhew at Salters. Hall! But to let their Simpli- 


city paſs, I would fain know, Where their Honeſty 
and Conſcience were, in chooſing for Moderator, 


without my Conſent, a. Man wholly on their own 
fide,” and who had joined with them in their clande- 
Kine Practices with the Univerſity againſt me? I lit- 
tle ſuſpected this when I firſt ſaw the Doctor at the 
Head of the Table. Indeed, I did not think him 
capable of ſo much Baſeneſs and Partiality as he 
ſhew'd in this Affair, and therefore it was, that I 


made no Oppoſition to his being Moderator. I 
thought he would have carry'd it with Equity and 


— 2 to both ſides; but, inſtead of this, I ſoon 
found my Accuſers bad put my Cauſe and Reputa- 


tion into the Hands of my cruel Enemy, who eagerly 


| improved every Advantage he could find againſt me, 


but over-look'd every thing that made for my Juſti- 
fication ; as I ſhall ſnew in many Inſtances: And, as 
if this were not enough, he at laſt intirely gave up my 


Cauſe, by putting it into the Hands of the Brethren, 


contrary to our expreſs Agreement. But I praiſe 
God the righteous Judge of the World, He hath de- 
liver'd me from the Mouth of this Lion, and hath 
not ſuffer'd my Enemies to accompliſh my Ruin, 


which they ſo earneſtly plotted in their many ſecret 
and malicious Contrivances. After what the DoQor 


has done againſt me, in ſcraping up his Stories from 


Glaſgow, and elſewhere, juſt before our Hearing, and 


on purpoſe to make good his Brethrens Cauſe, 1 won- 


der he could have the Face to preſide as Moderator; | 
E130 | Ms  - 
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ll - Vet this he did, tho? He and e ther, 
| thren- knew! how deeply he tad-eſfouſed one debe. upar 
| bree Opn 
| ths Let ters Groans * being ſet afide; the Mo- willi 
| Jauner ſtood up, and after a Congee or two, ſaid, 
i ** Brother Reynolds, You are deſir'd to give an Ac. 
**..count of what you know by Mr. Stedman with re- 
© ference- to the School, and his Carriage towards 
<,you.” So be ſtood up with his Bundle of Papers, 
and began to ſet forth his and his Brethrens Cauſe. 
This i thought was a ſtrange kind of Procedure: 
Mr. Reynolds was more deeply concern'd in the Cauſe 
before us, than any of the Five Miniſters my Accu- 
ſers, being Defendant in that Cauſe wherein I was 
Plaintiff, when the pretended Perjury was ſaid to be 
1 cammitted: He had, on ſeveral Occaſions, both at 
Lendon and elſewhere, given evident Proofs of a fix'd 
Anger againſt me, and now the Brethren give him a 
fair Opportunity of gratifying his Revenge, and abu- 
ſing me at Pleaſure. Beſides, His Reputation was 
more deeply ingag d than any of the other Five: It 
was upon the Credit of his Word that they ſent 
down their ſlanderous Letters; fo that had l been 
2cquitted, he muſt have appear rd ſcandalouſly baſe, 
not only to By-ſtanders, but eſpecially to the Five 
 Miuifters, whom he feartully impos d upon: There- 
fore: he was under all imaginable Temptations to 
male my Oath appear falſe, if he poſſibly could, 
tho: ĩt were never ſo true. Every body knows, that 
2 Witneſs's being perſonally intereſted in a Cauſe, 
does greatly invalidate his Teſtimony. This the 
2 — of in Weſtminſt er- Hall at my Trial : | 
He faid, My Brother and Siſter expecting Rent from 
the Defendant, might be look'd'upon as Parties in 
the Cauſe; and that therefore the Jury were at Li- 
berty whether they would credit their Evidence, or 
not.” In like manner, I ſay, Mr. Reywol4s was a Prin- 
N. 4 the Cauſe now before us at — 
there- 
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chere fore his Evidence was not at all to be depended 
upon ʒ yet here the Brotherhood had fo Rrong an 
Opinion of his Honeſty and Self-denya], that 
willingly accept of what he had to ſay in his own 
Behalf, as an indubitsble Proof againſt me, though 
ſupported with no other Evidence, nor eveg with 
the Shadow of any Probability, 4 
The Moderator told me, 1 ſhould hive the fame 
Liberty of ſpeaking for my-ſelf, after Mr. Reynolds 
had done. To which I anſwer'd, That ſeeing both 
Parties were allow'd to witneſs for themſelves, lex. 
pected, my Words ſhould go as far as Mr. Reynolds 
in the preſent Buſineſs, and then we ſhould come at 
laſt to a fine Concluſion. A Mmiſter at the Table 
taking this in Diſdain, (firſt ſet up a Laughter, and 
then ran out in his Brother Reynolds's. Praiſe, thew- 
ing how worthy he was to be credited, and making 
out, as if it were Folly and Impudence in me to com- 
pare my Word with his. It would have been barba- 
rous in this Presbyterian Juno, had they heard alt 
that their Brother Reynolds could fay for himſelf; and 
ſo proceeded to judge and condemn me, without uf 
fering me to ſay any thing in my own Defence: Ad 
pray, What better was my Treatment now 2+ 8 
tho' they allow'd me the Formality of ſpeaking” for 
my-ſelf. yet they heard all that I could ſay wich a 
proud Diſdain, — would give no Credit to it. They 
might as well have commanded me to Silence, as to 
mock me with a Liberty of Speaking, hilft they 
profefſedly rejected all that I could offer in my own 
Defence. ” Had I referr'd my Cauſe to the Arbitra- 
tion of the Minifters, it had been à different Thing. 
But as theſe Gentlemen arrogantly aſſum'd the Au- 
thority- of a Court, they were not at Liberty to N 
their private Sentiments of Mr. Reynolds H | 
- or Rule of their Procedure; but ought to have deci 
th Cauſe aceording as He or 1 gave external ER. 
ce and Proofs of what we Oey and not E 
loc 15 2 | Wet 


ga againſtme, chat I know-of *. 
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wiſe. To determine judicially for Mr. — be: | 
cauſe they had been. longer aequainted with himthan 

me, and had a better Gpinion of him than me; tho 
the Proofs of Matters of Fact were all on my ſide; 
was a manifeſt accepting of his Perſon in judgment, 
_ as,if the Men, and not the Cauſe, were to be try'd, 
withh, I am ſure, the Brethren muſt know to be a 


moſt ſcandalous and crying Sin. They heard, and 


tenderly regarded all that their worthy Brother laid, 
but rejected with Contempt whatever l offered in my 
Defence, tho? proved both by Witneſſes and unde. 
niable Circumſtances. From ſuch judicatures Lord 
deliver us! One Advantage, however, I had by 
ſpeaking for my-ſelf; many impartial Hearers — 
the Laity (who are . — believe, with 
Courts of Judicature, than the Brethren are) were 

made ſenſible of the Equity of my Cauſe, and how 
dreadfully I was abuſed in this Proceſs. Had none 


2 been preſent but the Brethren, I would not have put 


my. ſclf to the Trouble of ſaying any thing to them; 
but would have leſt them together to liel one ano- 
ther clean as long as they pleas' d. 
Mr. Reynolds open d his Cauſe wich A long! * 
tive againſt me, ſetting forth, How poor and mean 
my Circumſtances: were at the Time when this 
7 © arity- School was ſet up. He ſaid, He order'd 
« his Maid not to let me in if Icame to his Houſe; 
t and that it was by the late Dr. H/illiams's perſua- 
| « ſions, that he had any Thoughts of doing for me. 
4 He Je had, He told the Doctor, when ſpesking of 
me, That he would not hazard his Reputation for 
% my ſake; to which the Doſtor anſwerd, That if 
Mr. Reynolds would not, he would himſelf. Up- 
<. on this he ſaid, He thought of my teaching Sehiool. 


(I know-not, ſot my part, w bat paſſed between Mr. 


Reynolds and his Maid; nor: was his Doer ever ſhut: 

But here he deny'd, 

Fi OR ever he mide. * Bargain with me cf Nh al; 
=: | choo 
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« School; and further, with Eyes and Hands uplift- 
© ed, he ſaid; He never hired the School-Houle. * 
ho | (Theſe were his Two firſt, Objections againſt my Af- 
le; fidavit). Then he ſaid, I had ſworn falſely in de- 
nt charing upon Oath, That he hired me to teach a 
23 | Charity - School after the Form and Manner of Dif 
2 ſenters from the Church of England, called Presby- 
nd I © terians ; whereas, ſaid he, I never mention d any 
id. © thing like this to Mr. Stedman, and it ſeems added 
my | © by him purpoſely to caſt an Odium upon me at our 
de. Trial at Weſtminſter.” His Fourth Objection (as 
rd I remember, tho? the Order in which each Objection 
by was placed, is not much material) was this, “ That 
ng he never undertook the Repairs of the School, nor 


ith I © ever promiſed Payment of them. Further he 


ere objected, That I had ſworn I was forced to pay or 
ow | fatisfy the Workmen; whereas, faid he, one of 
dne © them is not yet paid,” And here his Brother the 
put Furrier was calld upon, who, with much Formality, 
m; inform d the Brethren, That he had ſeen Mr. Packet 
no- the Carpenter about a Week before, who ſaid, He 


was not paid. The 6th and laſt Objectien was, 


* That I had ſworn falſely, in declaring upon Oath, 


ean , That he (Mr. Reynolds) bad not paid the Sum due 
this for repairing the School, nor any part of it; for, 
rd laid he, Mr. Sredmen has received 3 J. of me, be. 
fe; ſides what he had from Dr. Villiams and Mr. Jong.“ 
ug. Theſe, ſo far as I can remember, were all the Objec- 


tions that Mr. Reynolds made againſt my Affidavit; 
der preſently... . 


was ſtopt and told, That Mr. Reynolds had not yet 
done; and one of the Minifters ſaid very pertly, 
That in all Courts one Party was heard to an end 
before the other began: So l ſat. down, and Mr, Rey- 
I nods urged further, © That one of my Witneſſes had 
== —_— i ſworn 


* 4 


and the Anſwers to them ſhall be laid before the Rea» 


Theſe Complaints being ſet forth againſt me in : 
ample manner, I ſtood up to make my Reply; but 
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0 TorkAliely/n and 3 was nod to bs credited. 
To probe this, Mr. Reynolds ſaid, That Mrs. Bed. 
. em at the Trial being asked by the Judge, If ſhe 
< remember'd upon what Day of the Month the De- | 
ce fendant "hired the Room of her Husband? an- | Gdes 
ce ſwer'd by naming '2 certain Day of the Month, Ml Gueat 
M which appears to have been the Sabbath: Mr. Rey- 8 hol 
„ olds ſaid, He uſed not to make Bargains upon the ¶ eſpec 
4 Lord's. Day,” And to prove that he was not in 
| Southwark upon the Sunday mention'd, © his Wife ſtood teftit 
forth to witneſs for him; and his Maid was calfd thing 
upon, who came with a Paper i in her Hapd (to help up fi 
her Memory) ſetting forth, That Mr. Reyaolds WM «© N. 
preached that very Day, and that afterwards he was e 
in an Old Woman's Houſe til Night, This was a « Q 
comical Piece of Pageantry, deſigned by worthy Bro- aRor 
ther Reynolds to impoſe a grand Falſhood upon all the T 
People preſent, as if Mrs. Helen had ſworn poſitive- e in 
ly to a particular Day, when he muſt needs know in th 
his Conſeience, there was no ſuch thing. The Story « T 
was thus &: The judge asked Mrs. Bedlom in Weſt. e n 
minſter· Half If ſhe could remember the particular « 1 
Time when the Defendant (Mr. Reynold) hired the e g: 
Room? And ſhe ſaid, It was in Noveinber; but ſhe 4 r 
could not tell upon what Day of the Month, Then Þl « * 
the Judge ask'd her, If ſhe could remember about * 
T what Time of the Month it was, whether near the | « 
ginning, or towards the latter End? And ſhe faid, „ c 
To the beſt of Her Remembrance it was about ſuch 
a Day; but added, That ſhe could not be poſitive. « 
Now this Day being a Sunday (i. e. as Mr.'Reynolds © * Sg 
faith} was the Occaſion of all this great Teſtimony * g 
of his Wife and Maid: So a did 5 catch at MW *v 
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Mr. Stedmans being 
e Weſtminſter determin'd the Cauſe againſt him, 
* which' ſuppoſes his Declaration falſe. I was 
2 aſtoniſh'dar the Ignorance of the Man, and told him, 
That the Jury's finding for Mr. Reynolds, did not 
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After this my Five Accuſers Mr. Tong, Mr. Robin- 

jon, Dr. Oldfield, Mr. Sheffield, and Mr. Gatoway, ' 
were called upon to give their Evidence. They had 
charged me poſitively with Perjury and Injuſtice, be- 
ſides a Suſpicion of having ſuborned Wirnefles to 
ſwear falſely in my Cauſe . It was expected they 
ſhould now make ſome Proof of their Accuſations, 
eſpecially ſince, as they pretended, they were every 
one Witneſſes to the Truth of their Charge, and did 


thing appear'd Dr. Oldfield, as l remember, ſtood. 


up fir, and ſaid, (We have à moral Certdinty of 
perjur'd, for the Court at 


* 


e in the leaſt ſuppoſe my Oath to be falſe. All 
that can be inferr'd from thence ( ſaid 1) is, 
That the Court was not pleas'd to depend upon 
my Evidence as ſufficient to prove the Truth of it. 
Tis poſſible; Sir, that you or | may make a Bar- 
e gain with a Man whoſe Fidelity we think we can 
„ truſt, without having any Witneſs by at all; but 
„ now, ſuppoſe that Man fails of performing his 
Contract, and I ſue him for it, but loſe my Cauſe 
for want of Evidence; does it follow, that my 
; © Oath is falſe, becauſe not proved to the Satisfacti- 
on of the Court? No ſuch thing. What if I had 
* no Witneſs of Mr. Reynolds hiring the Room, or 
of his undertaking and promiſing Payment for the 

Repairs, does it follow from thenee, that he ne- 

ver hir'd it, and never made ſuch a Promiſe? 
Where is, pray, your moral Certainty of that?“ 


. ka. 
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+ See the Miniſters Letters, p. 14, 34, 41. 
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c cion of any ſuch thing; nor ean this be inferred 
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© - Havinganſwer'd: the Doctor to this Effect, he ſat 
down poor ly, and ſaid no more; it appearing, that 
his Moral Certainty (otherwiſe called Perſonal Know- 
ledge): was nothing but a Piece of [groſs ignorance, 
joined with abundance of Malice and Confidence. 
The Brotherhood were ſoundly nett led at this, and 
a Miniſter, directing his Diſcourſe to me, ſaid, Sir, 
We" are not come hither. to hear one of your | Philoſophy 
Lectures. It was they themſelves that began their 
Nonſenſical Diſcoutſe about Moral Certainty, and 
not IJ. However a little more Philoſophy, I am ſure 
a great deal more Chriſtianity might [reaſonably be 
expected from Men of their Coat. Then ſtood up 
Mr. Benjamin Atkinſon; and ſaid, Sir, The judge 
has determin'd it againſt you. © What, faid I, 
„Sir, has the Judge: determin'd againſt me, that 1 
| & am an unjuſt Or per jur d Man 2 Not at all. He 
did not upon the Bench intimate the leaſt Suſpi- 


"4 by any manner of Conſequence, from my loſing 
the Cauſe at Weſtminſter.» am willing to appeal 
to my Lord for this, and to be try'd by him.” 
Mr. Atkinſon ſaid, Mill au? and ſo ſat down. Here, 
by the way, I appeal againſt Mr. Moderator's Con- 
duct, as moſt unjuſt and partial: He knew very well 
Dr. Oldſeid had charged me with Perjury from his 
own Perſonal Knowledge (as he pretended); This he 
ought to have requir'd him to prove; but ſeeing he 
could not, and by his Diſcourſe ſhew'd plainly, that 
he knew nothing about my Affidavit, the Chairman 
ought to have admoniſh'd-him to retract his Charge, 
and ſhould: have ſhrap d him ſoundly for writing 
againſt me into Suſſex an open and notorious Falſhood. 
Yer, inſtead of this, the Moderator ſaw tamely my 
Accuſers Perſonal Knowledge dwindle into a Moral 
Certainty, and that Moral Certainty into a Ridiculous 
Blunder; but ſaid nothing at all to it: Such Juftice 
we muſt expect in Conventicles of this ns, 
3 . omen where 
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Gt If where the Brethren chooſe Moderators for them- 
hat Iſl ſelves. +: 1 7 | 
w- Mr, — 1 think, was che next chat Mood up to 
ice, | witneſs for bimſelf and his Brethren : He ſaid, 1 
ce. made my Application to him for Aſſiſtanee towards 
and paying the Repairs of the School (as, indeed, I did, 
Sir, ¶ but not till I found Mr. Reynolds worſe than his Word) x 
phy He ſaid, moreover, * © I owr'd my having received 
1eir 3. of Mr. Reynolds, and other 3 J. of Dr. Milliams, 
and © as'alſo one Guinea from himſelf: This, ſaid he, 
ure ©: then told Mr. St edman, he ought to have paid to 
be et the Workmen: And Mr. S edman anſwer d, That 
up altho' he had 1iv'd! upon that Money, yet having 
dge ce received ſome Supplies from his Brother at Lewes, 
d, he was ready ſtill to pay 71. to the Workmen, it 
ati Þ © the Miniſters would advance the reſt. But now 
He © Mr. Stedman has ſworn, That Mr. Reynolds never 
ſpi- © paid the Money due, nor any Part of it; where- 
red Þ © as here is 71. received by his own-Confeſlion, had 
ing he been but honeſt ak to have paid it to the 
eal I © Workmen.” This was a very unfair Repreſenta- 
on.” | tion of what 1 ſaid to him at Hamlin's. I then own- 
ere, ed, I had received 71. but 1 told Mr. Tong at the 
on- | ſame Time, That 1 had it for teaching School, and 
vell upon no other Account, and that I had nothing elſe 
his to live on for nigh half a Year. He ſaid, I ought, 
he however, to have paid that Money to the Work. 
he men. H anſwer'd, That 5 l. would not pay 12; but 
hat yet, rather than be at further Trouble, 1 would pay 
nan 71. to the Workmen (having receiv d ſome Money 
ge, fra: Lewes) if Mr. Reynolds would diſcharge the 
ing other 5: And now, in the Hall, 1 told Mr. Tong, 
That my Offer of paying 7 l. was ; voluntary, and to 
avoid, if poſſible, my going to Law with Mr. R ey- 
ned. 1 kid, Thad — no 88 8 of Mr. dad | 
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he had promis'd to defray them. I ſaid, The 3 J. 1 
Account: That it was that particular Sum, which 
Mr. Reynolds Tow He was annually-to pay towards 
f * Salary. Here Mrs. Reynolds ſtood up, and ſaid, 


26 of my Husband to pay the Workmen. 1 heard 
* him order you to give it them; and 1 heard you 


to buy ſome Cloaths, which; he ſaid, I ſtood in need 
| defore we talk'd about the Workmen: And for the 


ing School, and upon no other Account (much leſs, 


nals towards pay ing the Repairs of the School, tho“ 


had of him was for-Teathing, and upon no other 


Nay, Mr. Stedman, but you did receive that;3: Fx 


< ſay, as you went dowa Stairs, That you would. 
Laid, „ Madam, Tis very: true, Mr. Reynolds at 
< chat Time did ask me, Whether the Workmen 
were not urgent for their Money? and defired 

* me, If they were, to pay them the 3 } l had now 
« received: But then he ſaid; He would meet the 
* „ Minifters, who concurr'd with him: in erecting of 
4 this Charity- School, and get the Money ready for 

© Paying the Workmens Bills; ſo that if 1 found 

* them urgent, and gave them this 3 J. yet I ſhould 
not be out of the Money any time.” Mr. Reynolds 
kneve that I wanted it for my own Subſiſtence, and 


of, and advis'd me to buy with this Money, but juſt 


Truth of what l now aſſerted, vix. That I received 
the 31. as Mr. Regnolds's Part of my.Salary for teach- 


25a Part of the Money due to the Workmen), 1 ap- 
peal'd to the Receipt which Mr. Reynolds himſelf 
wrote, and I ſubſcrib'd, when 1 receiv'd this 3 J. 
And the Receipt being produc'd, and read, did tefti- 
fy as] ſaid before the whole Auditory. 'Then, di- 
reing my Diſcourſe to Mr. Teng, I told him, That 
dus Perſonal! Knowledge amounted to no more, than a 
<P nee Put. upon my Words.” which Bs 
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would fa in perſuade the People preſent, to have con- 
tradicted my Oath, when really there was no ſuch 
thing. But now, ſuppoſing what 1 ſaid at Hamlins 
were contradittory to whar I afterwards ſwore, how 

does Mr. Tong perfonally know from thence, whe- 


ther were falſe, my Words in an unpremeditated 
Diſcourſe, or my ſolemn Oath deliver'd in Writing 
to a judge? The latter, in common Senſe and Equi- 
ty, ought to have the Preference. But I did not 
mention this in the Hall; for I never did contraditt 
my Oath to Mr. Tong, or any one elſe, Indeed, I 


| could not be faid to contradift my Oath in my Diſ- 


courſe at Hamilin's; for at that Time I had not ſworn 


| at all, and it would have been more Senſe in Mr. 
Tong to ſay (had it been true), That my Oath con- 


tradicted the Words I had ſpoken before. And now, 
luppoſing it were ſo, what mighty Buſineſs is there 


| in that? ſeeing, that accurate Reſearch and Medita- 


tion requiſite to an Oath of this Nature, might very 
well be attended with conſiderable Alterations from 
what 1 before had thought and ſpoken of. But I ſhall 


not inſiſt upon this; for I know, that none of my 


Words ſpoken to Mr. Tong, or any one elſe, were 


ever inconſiſtent with what I afterwards ſwore. 


Mr. Robinſon was in a great Fury; his Lips quiver'd 
and bibber*'d when he ſtood up; but he had very lit- 


| tle to ſay in Proof of the falſe and forged Charge 


which he had ſubſcribed againſt me; only he pre- 
tended, I had ſent him a Letter ſometime before I 


= ſued Mr. Reynolds, deſiring his Help towards paying - 
| the Workmen ; from whence he concluded, That 
Mr. Reynolds never undertook the ſaid Pay ment: For 


he doubted not, but if Mr, Reynolds had undertaken 


or promiſed any ſuch thing, he would have been as 
good as his Word, and not have left me to the Ne- 
kceſſity of ſeeking Help from others, But this Lettec 

be had loſt long ago, and ſo could not be certain 


what were the Contents of it : He cloſed with ma- 


ing a fooliſh Buſtle about the Letter's being fubſcri. ÞM 
bed Foſ. Stedman, and not Joſeph Stedman, which, he 
ſuppoſed, was from ſome bad Dalian; So mean and 
contemptible were the Cavils of tl 
And this, Reader, was all the Account he could give | 
ol his knowing me to be a perjur d Man; excepting, 
that here he declared, as he had done before at Weſt. 
| minſter, That Mr. Reynolds and his Brethren put me 
into the School to keep me from Starving. In which, 


. 


Mr. Gallonay's Conduct was very remarkable: He 
aid nothing about my Oath, nor could give any one 
Reaſon why he charged me with Perjury, Injuſtice, 
and other Crimes ; for, indeed; he had none, the 
- Brethrens poor Stock of Proofs being already exhau- 


Company: It was at his own Houſe, whilſt the 
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is angry Brother 


however, he was quite out; unleſs to ſet a Man a- 
bout build ing Charity-Schools out of his own Pocket, 
for their Uſes, running him into Debt, and, conſe- 
quently, into Priſon, be the Way to keep him from 
Starving. But, it ſeems, we muſt read their Acti- 
ous the quite contrary way, ſeeing the Brethren have 


been Tong inur'd to do one thing, and mean ano- 


Mr. Sheffield made his Speech in theſe Words; I am 


This was all he faid in Proof of his peremptory 
Charge. I had ſufficiently refuted this ridiculous 
Inference from my. loſing, the Cauſe, in Anſwer to 
Dr. Oldfield, and ſo took no further Notice of it 


Red, and fully refuted. His Diſcourſe was about 
what he had ſaid at Mrs. Spearman's, concerning 
Mr, Reynolds t, where he told ſeveral People, that 
he had warn'd. me to have under Mr. Reynolds's Hand 
(as indeed he did the firſt time that ever I was in his 


'F 


i Tricl at Weſtminſter, p. 3. 
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eri. School was repairing; for, upon his inquiring then, 
be Who ſet up this Charity- School ? I told him, It was 
nd Mr. Reynolds, that he had hired the Room, and ſet 
er. me to overſee the Repairing of it. He asked, Who 


we BY was to pay for it? And 1 told him, Mr. Reynolds had 
ng, promis d and undertaken that: Then he ſaid, 1 
eſt. ſhould do well to have under Mr. Reynolds's Hand ; 
me for it might prevent Miſtakes. I did not then un- 
ch, derſtand him, as if he queſtion'd whether Mr. Rey- 
| a- WW nods would be as good as his Word; but 'tis manifeſt 
cet, he did, even at this Time, and he explain d himſelf 
e- fully at Mrs. Spe arman's, where he further ſaid): 
om | That he was afraid from the beginning how it would 
i- be, having ſeen Mr. Reynolds do ill Things by others; 
ave tho? he thank'd God, he had never been imploy'd by. 
no- him himſelf. All this Mr. Galloway would now have 
I deny'd again in Salters-Hall, as he had done before at 
am | Weſtminſter ; but there being ſeveral preſent, who, 
m: he knew, were Witneſſes to it, and the Matter being 
ory put home upon .him, he pull'd off his Hat, made a 
ous low Bow, and fairly begg'd Mr. Reynolds's Pardon be- 
to fore us all. But the Brethren can eaſily wink at each 
it other's Infirmities, and the Moderator was groſsly. 
byaſs'd, or elle. Mr. Galloway had met with another 
He Shrape here, as he did at Weſtminſter-Hall © on te 
one WW ſame Account . 
ce, WW At laſt, after long waiting, it came to my Tum to 
the be heard: Accordingly, I ſtood up, and made my 
au- Defence. And firſt, I inform'd the Auditory, That 
out W Mr, Reynolds had follow'd me in divers Places with 
ing the Marks of a fix d Diſpleaſure, if not of Revenge. 
hat At Darling, where many of my Relations are, he 
nd had endeavour'd to repreſent me under the worſt of 
his Characters: This he had done at Lewes, and was 
the ens to fo at ee; ſo that I wonder d ö 
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the Miniſters would look upon his Evidence as any 
thing material, ſeeing it was in a Cauſe really his own, 
in which his Reputation was not a little concern'd. 


Here Mr. Reynolds interrupted me in à Rage, and 


faid, He had not written againſt me to Darking, but 
that he heard from Mr. Highmore (the Miniſter there 
at that Time), how I had run out againſt him. Then 
he produc'd a Letter from Mr. Highmore, wherein he 
acquainted him, what Account 1 gave of our Suit at 
Law, and the Occaſion of it. Mr. Reynolds told us, 
This Letter had been loſt or laid by in his Cloſer, 
and that he accidentally found it juſt before our Hear- 
ing; imputing it to an immediate Direction of Di- 
vine Providence, and ble ſſing God for this great Diſ- 
covery! Now, Reader, obſerve, Mr. Reynolds, after 
our Trial at Weſtminſter, as | am credibly informed, 
went to Darking, and to Kingſton upon Thames, in 
both which Places he abuſed me moſt horridly, as | 
found upon my coming thither; for, no ſooner was! 
at Darking, but 1 was informed by all my Friends, 
what Complaints Mr. Reynolds had there made againſt 
me ; and being ſent for to Mr. Highmore's Houſe, | 
gave him a true Account of the whole Affair. This 
occaſion'd his Letter to Mr. Reynolds; upon his find- 
ing of which, after he had loſt it, he now ſo pro- 
phane ly trifled with the Holy Providence of God. 
It does not, however, much concern me, whether 
Mr. Reynolds went himfelf to Darking and King ſton, 

or whether he ſent his defamatory Letters thither : 1 


am ſure, when I came to both Places, I found them 


full of his groundleſs Complaints: And I deſire him 
to ſhew, for what Provocation he accuſed me ſo re- 
vengefully at Lewes? or, Why he now follow'd me 


at Lindfield ? Thad not expoſed him here according 
te his Deſerts; nay, I was deſirous of living peace- 
ably, and had promis d by my Friends, for my Part, 
to forget intirely the Wrongs I had hitherto ſuffer'd, 
aac; hers a aanc, 54 

1 5 ent. 


vas under a Neceflity of carrying the Caule at Veſt- 
e eee 
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ſentments, nor renew the old Quarrel : But all was 


in vain; he ſtill purſued me, and perſuaded the Mi- 


niſters to write againſt me (as they did in their ſcan- 


dalous Letters barely upon the Credit of his Word); 
betray ing his unſatiable Malice: And yet the Bre- 
thren are content to admit him as an impartial Evi- 
dence. This, indeed, muſt be ſaid for my Accuſers, 
It was a Caſe of Neceſſity; they had no other Evi- 
dence but Mr. Reynolds, and therefore it would be 
hard to deprive them of that. | 3 

This Interruption being over, I went on with my 


Diſcourſe, and told the Auditory, That my Accu- 
ſers, inſtead of offering poſitive Proofs, as I expect- 
ed, of the Things they had charged upon me in the 


moſt poſitive Terms, had really advanced no Proofs 


at all, but what were reſolved at laſt into the loſing 


of my Cauſe at Weſtminſter, of which all preſent were 
well enough apprized long e'er now. I told them, 
That impartial Lay-men were capable of making juft 
Inferences from thence, without the Aſſiſtance of 
the Miniſters my Accuſers; and that ſeveral of our 
People now preſent, were as well acquainted, if not 
better, with Courts of Civil Judicature, than thoſe 
Gentlemen were, who ſtrait, from my loſing the 
Cauſe, inferr'd this extravagant Concluſion, that my 
Oath muſt needs be falſe. And, beſides what I had 
ſaid before, in Anſwer to Dr. Oldfield, to ſhew the 
Weakneſs and Fallacy of that way of Reaſoning, I 
now added, That my loſing the Cauſe at Weſtminſter 
ought to have the leſs Weight, conſidering the vaſt 
Diſparity of Circumſtances there was between me 
and the Defendant Mr, Reynolds, with reſpect to 
Subſtance, Intereſt, Friends, and the like; and what 
Influence that has in carrying or loſing a Cauſe at 
Common Law, every body knows. Further, as if 


vue were not ſenſible of this, Mr. Reynolds had told 


Two Gentlemen of Lindfield, now preſent, That he 


min- 
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minſter, and would have had it, tho it ſhould have 


coſt a Thouſand Pounds, ſeeing his Reputation was 
concerned; that is, as I conceived, © He would car- 
„ry it per fas aut nefas, if Money would do it: Now, 
cc ſaid I, this looks not like that Fairneſs and Ho- 
* neſty which Mr. Reynolds would have you believe 
he has uſed in this Affair.“ (By the way, a Man 

that will part with a Thouſand Pounds to buy a Cauſe, 
will add a Thouſand Lies into the Bargain, to palli- 
ate his Diſhoneſty). Then I deſir'd Mr. Douglas and 
Mr. Virga to declare what they had heard Mr. R ey- 
nolds ſay on this Head; and they teſtify'd as above. 
Hereupon Mr. Reynolds ſtood up, and ſaid, He ne- 
ver had told any body that he was worth a Thouſand 
Pounds. By which Equivocation, © he would have 

deny'd his ſaying, That he would ſpend a Thouſand 
Pounds in my Suit, rather than loſe it. But the 
Gentlemen before-mention'd, Perſons of as unble- 
miſh'd a Character as Mr. Reynolds, witneſs'd, That 
he did ſay as is above-related, at the Time when 
they waited upon him from me, to deſire he would 
forbear following of me into Suſſex with his Reſent- 
ments. This, it ſeems, was too hot for him; ſo he 
ſat down abruptly, to let me go on with my Diſ- 


courſe. ' The Moderator took no Notice of this ma- 


nifeſt Diſhoneſty and Falſhood, but dropt it intirely ; 
as he did every thing elſe, that tended to my juſti- 
fication, and to the Diſhonour of his worthy Brother 
Keynolds, tho proved never ſo undeniably. 


 Objetion T. Then I came directly to anſwer the 
_ Anſeerd, Object ions Mr. Reynolds had made againſt 
my Oath. The Firſt was, That he never did make 


any Bargain with me about the Charity-School, nor 


_ promiſed any Salary for my teaching it. 


Anſwer. Mr. Reynolds ask'd me, If I was willing 


to teach a Charity-School ? and I told him, I was, 
having been imploy'd at Glaſgow in teaching and 3 
"= $58 85 e eee ſtruct - 
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e krufting Youth, which, I ſaid; had always been a 
oe Buſineſs very agreeable to me. Then he asked me, 
r- If 1 thought I could live on 25 J. per Annum Salary; 
v, adding, That there would be ſome Perquiſites be- 
o- ſides: And I told him, I would be contented with 
ve ir. Mr. Reynolds then ſaid, That this Charity-School 


in was ſet up by the joint Concurrence of ſeveral Mini- 
e, ſters, and that he expected Subſcriptions from certain 
i- Lay- men, who, he believ'd, would readily promote 
d 10 good a Work. Then he deſcribed in what Me- 
y- thod he would have me to manage this School ; par- 
e. ticularly, That ſhould inſtrud the Children in the 
2 Principles of Religion, as they are ſet forth in the 
d Aſſembly's Catechiſm ; and I promis'd him to do ſo. 
2 This Contract or Bargain Mr. Reynolds actually made 
d with me; and 'tis but a poor Artifice to ſay, That 
je He did not promiſe me 25 I. per Annum Salary, be- 
e cauſe that other Men concurr'd with A him, and he 
at vuas not to pay it all out of his own Pocket. He was 
n the Man that made the Bargain with me, and I had 
d no Demands upon any other but himſelf. He was 
t- bound in Honeſty, according to his Contract, to pay 
e me the Salary now mention'd.. Tis nothing at all 
to me, whether he intended to do this out of his own 
Pocket, or no. Now Mr. Reynolds ſays, That he 
; made no Bargain with me. Tis true, I had no 
i- Witneſſes preſent, becauſe I did not then queſtion 
: Vw“lbis Honeſty; yet, I am ſure he muſt know (and 


God and his own Conſcience are Witneſs) That he 
did contract with me about the Charity-School in the 


e manner [I have now related. For the Reader's Satis- 
ſt faction, let it only be remark'd, That my teaching 
0 a Charity. School in Southwark, is indiſputable : That 
Ir my doing this at Mr. Reynolds's Appointment, or 
5 thro' his Means, as the Perſon who put me into that 
8 3 3 3 3 
le 1 Page 20, | | 
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Buſineſs, is alſo undeniable; for, upon this Account 
the Miniſters in their Letter call him my kind Bene- 
factor; and both F Mr: Robinſon and Mr. Tong decla- 
red upon Oath, That Mr. Reynolds did put me into 
this School (with the Concurrence of his Brethren) 
to provide me a Maintenance, and keep me from 
Starving: And, laſtly, That Mr. Reynolds did actu- 
ally ſend me ſeveral Scholars, ſome of them with 
Notes under his Hand, who were actually taught by 

me for nothing near Half a Vear, is granted Sie 
Andes, and might eaſily be proved by the Childrens 
Parents, 1 think, I may ſafely appeal to any indiffe- 
rent Perſon, Whether *tis in the leaft probable, that 
all this ſhould be done without any Contract or Bar. 
gain between Mr. Reynolds and my-ſelf ? Can any 
one imagine, that I would undertake a Charity-School 
at London, without knowing what I was to have for 
teaching it? or, That Mr. Reynolds would imploy 
me, not knowing what I would demand for my La- 
 Þour ? No ſuch thing. People that deſign honeſtly, 
are more punctual in what they undertake, than that 
comes to; and if Mr. Reynolds had pretended to ſet 
mee to work without fixing my Salary, I ſhould im- 
mediately have ſuſpected, that he, by ſo doing, in- 
tended to reſerve to himſelf a Liberty of defrauding 
me. For, after all, ſuppoſing there was no Bargain 
made, Mr. Reynolds argues but poorly : It amounts 
to juſt thus much, *Tis true, I imploy'd Mr, Sted- 
4 man Half a Year in repairing and teaching a Cha- 
* rity-School, which he has done with much La- 
< bour and Expence; but I made no Bargain with 
* him about this, therefore I will leave him to un- 
dergo all this Loſs, and will pay him nothing. 
Is that Mr. Reynolds boaſted Honeſty! But the Caſe 
B far worſe; for he actually did bargain with me, 


+ Trial at Weſtminſter, P. 28. 
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and yet, becauſe 1 had no Witneſs, he denies his 
. ſo done, and from thence meanly argues, 
that ſeeing he made no Bargain, he was at Liberty to 
let me pay for the Charity-School my- ſelf, loſing 
Half a Year's Time and Money out of Pocket, tho 
he cannot deny but he ſet me to work. This, with 


the Leave of my Accuſers, is an Act ſo really baſe. 


and unworthy (even according to his own falſe Sup- 
poſition), that a Man of any Hendur or Dt 
8 have abhorr'd 1 Ko LEY 


in the next place, Mr. Reynolds ob- IL Objettion 
jects, That he never hired the School- #/@cred.. 
Houſe, Anſwer. Mr. Reynolds did actually, in my 
Preſence, hire of Mr. Bedlow a large Room up one 


1 Pair of Stairs, for 41. 10s. a Year, to be fitted up 


for a School-Houſe. I have declared this upon Oath, 
and am ready ſtill to do fo ; for 1 was an Eye and 
Ear-witneſs to it. Mr. Bedlow and his Wife being 
calpd upon, teſtifyd the ſame, as they had done be- 
fore in Wefminſter-Hall upon Oath ; and were allo 
ready to do ſo Spain; if calfd to doi it. 2 


Mr. Re qnolds, i in the next place, ths III. | Objetin 
jects Wet my Oath, becauſe in it l ed. 
declare, That he hired me to teach his School after. 
the Form and Manner of Diſſenters from the Church 
of England, called Presbyterians. Anſwer. This is 
moſt true; for this School was ſet up by a Presbyte- 


; rian Minifter (bis Brethren, as he faid, concurring 


with him), and it was for the Education of Children 


| whoſe Parents were all Presbyterians, and who were 


to be inſtructed in the Principles of their own Pro- 


feffion. This was the very Deſign of the School; and 


by virtue of the Contract made between Mr. Reynolds 
and me, I was bound to teach them in that, and no 
other way: It was alſo provided in particular, That 
I ſhould teach and explain to them the pg” S 

aloe 


5 ſworn is true. ls it at all li 
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' Catechiſm every Thurſday ; for the Truth whereof, 
Lappeal'd to the long hy Ins Receipt Mr. Reynolds 
drew up, and requir d me to ſubſcribe, -when he paid 
me the 3 JI. And the Note being 5e. this Far- 
ticular was ſpecify'd in it. 
I ſhould have inform'd the Render before, That as 
ſoon as J had given in my Anſwer to the Firſt of Mr. 
Reynolds's Objections, I told the Moderator, That if 
Mr. Reynolds, or my Accuſers, had any thing to re- 
ply, I was ready to hear and anſwer. it before I went 
any further ; but if not, I ſhould take their Silence 
as an Acknowledgment that my Anſwer was full, 
and ſufficient intirely to remove the Objection, ſee- 
ing they had nothing to reply. All were filent a lit- 
tle ſpace; but at laſt the Moderator told me, That 
my Anſwers ſhould be conſider'd after 1 had gone 
1 5 all Mr, Reynolds's Objections. N. B. Two Men 
wrote at the Table all the while; one of them a Mi- 
niſter, Mr. John Evans; the other unknown to me: 
Theſe took in Minutes what was laid on. both tides. 5 


w. Objetion Further, Mr. Reynolds faith, That be 
anſcher d. never undertook the Repairs of the 
School Houſe, nor promis d Payment of them, as is 
ſworn he did; and therefore, that my Oath is ; falſe. 
Anſwer. Mr. Key nolds did actually undertake the Re- 
pairs of the Schioal, and promis'd Pay ment of ſuch 
| Repairs (as is declared above ). | This is the great 
Thing in Debate, and I laid eh the, Auditory. 
ſuch plain and undeniable Circumſtances. in this At- 
fair, as I think in my Conſcience, are ſufficient fully 
to convince any impartial lane that what I have 


Circumſtances, Who, if Mr. Tong and Mr. Robinſon 
ſwore true, was in a a flarving Condition, ſhould. un- 
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ely, that a perſon i in my | t 


nolds, as well as I, knew would come to a conſidera- 
ble Sum? What could he expect the School ſhould 


come to, when the Men demanded their Money for 


their Work, and I had it not to give them? or, What 
could 1 expect but a Gaol, if 1 had been ſo fooliſh, 
as to run my-ſelf 12 J. in Debt to build Mr. Reynolds 


a Charity School, whilſt I had ſcarce ſo much Money 


as to plpride my ſelf Neceſlaries ? 1 know, ſome of 
the Miniſters 4 ſaid, That had the School flou- 
riſned, I might afterwards have been in a Capacity 
to pay the Repairs, But this is altogether ridicy- 
lous ; for who would ſuppoſe the Workmen might 


be put off till they ſhould ſee whether the School 


would flouriſh or not? nor could I or Mr. Reynolds's 
Honeſty, put their Payment upon ſuch a Venture. 


The School did anſwer its end, and! taught it with 
Succeſs, till the Glazier arreſted me in it, and ill. 
. Fa coming upon me, I was forc'd to give it over. 
What, could not Mr. Reynolds have foreſeen this at 
| firſt? He knew very well, I had no Money to ſubſiſt 
on, but as I earn'd it of bim; much leſs any to build 
| Charity-Schools with, and he could not imagine, 
that! 2961 keep his School, if the Workmen ſhould 
go unpaid. It was then a "nonſenſical Thing in it- 
| ſelf, and a Piece of horrid Cruelty in Mr. Reynolds, 
if he ſet me about this School, expecting I ſhould 
pay the Repairs my-ſelf, as he pretends, But I ſhall 
| not infiſt further upon this Circumſtance, having 
given a brief Hint of it in another Place +. One 
Thing, however, muſt not be forgotten: Mr. R- ; 
| zolds himſelf, as ſoon as the Work was done, came 
to Mr, Bedlow, and ask d him, If the Workmen had 
brought in their Bills? and he ſaid, They had not. 
GA: ih werd, n; Ow be brought in . 


1 


7 1 2 5 | 9 AP 


þ 2 I 4 
M = 


| Prechyteridn Prieft-Crifs. , "Þ 


dertake ſo expenſiye a Work as this, which Mr. Rey- 
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the next Day, and ſaid, He would call for them, | 
lodg'd at Mr. Bedlow's, but was not within at preſent. 
When I came home, he told me Mr. Reynolds had 
been there, and had order'd'the Bills to be brought 
in; that accordingly, he had been with the Work- 
men, and had gotten the Bills, which came to near 
'12 J. The next Day Mr. Reynolds calbd, and in the 
Kitchen, before Mr. Bedlow and his Wife, I gave 
him the Bills, which he received and peruſed, ſay- 
ing, He did not know but they might be reaſonable 
enough. Having fat about Half an Hour, he gave 

the Bills again into my Hands, and appointed me to 
come ſuch a Day to his Houſe for Money to diſcharge 
them, What I remark is this; Mr. Reynolds nei- 
ther at this Time, nor a great while after, made the 
eaſt lntimation, that he expected I ſhould pay the 
_ Workmen, Nay, when I was forced to leave the 
School, and go into Suſſex for Aſſiſtance from my 
Brother, Two of my Friends waited upon Mr. Rey. 
nolds about this Affair, and told him, That the Men 
would ftay no longer; he did not ſay then, that 
was to be at the Expence of thoſe Repairs : He only 
told them, That I had received 3 l. of him; and as 
for the Repairs, he ſaid, Himſelf was not more con- 
cern'd to ſee them paid, than other Minifters were, 
who concurr'd with him in eretting this School: 
However, he ſaid, He would go amongſt thoſe Mi- 
niſters, and ſee what might be done for raiſing the 
Money. If 1 had been the Undertaker of theſe Re- 
pairs, what Occaſion had Mr. Reynolds to lay them 
upon the other Miniſters, in Conjunction with Him- 
elf? No, certainly, He would have told my Friends, 
That the Repairs belong'd to me, and that I muſt 
look to it, if the Workmen came upon me, ſeeing 
he had never undertaken nor promiſed any ſach Pay- 
ment. 
Again, When [ deliver'd the Bills to Mr. Reynolds, 
he had expected that 1 ſhould pay them, | appeal 


2 
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to any indifferent Perſon, Whether (ſuppoſing him 


to deal honeſtly) he would not then have told me 
ſo? Conſidering my Circumſtances, which were very 


well known to Mr. Reynolds, what could he have 


poſſibly ſaid leſs than this, or to this Effect: Mr. 
« Stedman, here is a large Accompt, and a juſt one, 


ce for ought I know ; but how do you think to diſ- 


« charge it? I would not have you to expect I ſhould 


do it for you; for I never promiſed nor intended 


* any ſuch thing.” I fay, Would not Mr. Reynolds, 
if I had been to pay the Bills, have given me ſuch an 


Intimation as this; eſpecially when I gave him thoſe 
Bills at his own Deſire, -and all along expreſsd my. 
intire Dependance upon him in this Matter, as alſo. 
did to Mr. Galloway, and every one elſe, that in- 
quir'd about it? Undoubtedly he would, unleſs we 


ſay, it was all along his premeditated Deſign to de- 
ceive and ruin me. Once more, If I was the Under- 
taker of theſe Repairs, then this would have been 


agreed upon between Mr. R gynolds and me at our 
Contract about the School: But there, no ſuch thing 
was mention'd. I was hir'd to teach a School, not 
to build it, for ſo much a Year, as other Maſters are; 
it is therefore a Thing ſtrange and unheard. of, that 
I ſhould provide the Place, fit it up at my own Ex- 
pence, and pay the Rent of it ; and all this without 
any Conditions made, or even propoſed to me, on a 
Head fo very conſiderable as this. When a Man ſets. 
up a Charity-Schaol, and imploys a Maſter to teach 
it, tis always ſuppoſed, that the School-Houſe be- 
longs to the Founder or Undertaker, who builds it, 
or repairs it, and pays Rent for it if hired, none of 


which is underſtood to belong to the Perſon imploy'd 


to teach; unleſs by an expreſs Agreement, and for 


a valuable Conſideration, he takes thoſe Expences 


upon himſelf. So I apprehended it in the Caſe be- 
fore us all along, not once imagining that Mr, Rey. 


nolds expected my paying either Repairs ar Rent. 
e is When 
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When! had conſented to teach the School for 26 1. 


a ear, | ask'd Mr. Ryynolds,” Where it was kept? 


(verily ſuppoſing it had been ſet up long ago) and 
he ſaid, The Miniſters had agreed to erect a Charity- 


School in Sontbwark, there being one wanting in that 


Place; but never ſpake a Word of my hiring or fit- 


ting up a Room for that End: Nay, he ſaid and acted 
the quite contrary of this; for he deſir'd I would 


inquire after a Room, and when 1 had found one, 
that I would acquaint him with it; adding, That he 
would come and hire it, if he ſhould find it a Place 
convenient; When 1 underſtood Mr. Bedlow had a 


large Room in his Houſe to lett, 1 acquainted Mr. 


Reynolds with it, who immediately went and view'd 
it, giving Orders for its Repairs, as is above related. 


Vet, now: Mr, Reynolds comes at laſt, and ſaith, I 
Was to pay the Repairs and Rent of the School- 


Houſe This is fine indeed! Pray, by what Agree- 


ment or Plomiſe, did I ſtand oblig'd to this? Why, 


truly, None at all]! and this Charity-School- Builder 
never mention d any ſuch Thing to me, till above 5 


Montlis afterwards, that he diſhoneſtly forſook the 
Schodi and me fot no Provocation. Beſides, if what 


Mr. Ry pnoldsAaith! is true, I muſt have paid out of 
my fir ſt Vear's Salary 12 l. Repairs, and 4 l. 105. 


Rent; fo that there would have remain'd but 81. 105. 
N for my Subſiſtence a whole Vear in my ſtarving Con- 
dition. Nap, I could nbt (by his Account) promiſe 


my. ſelf ſo much; for he faith, He was not obliged 
to pay me any more than his Share of the Salary, 
. 3 J. per Annum. Indeed, I was notably provided 


for by 00 eee ge gecording to this Reckon- 
ing! and likely to have a ſine Time of it, when the 
Repairs of the School came to 121. and the Rent 41. 


103; which, if Mr. Reynolds does not bely me, I was 

to pay out of my oun Pocket, in Conſideration of his 

pitiful 3 J. whilſt, in the mean time, I had no Pro- 
ile, ana ao Cate, that any more of th Salary 
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ſhould ever be paid me. But, with our. worthy Bro- 
ther Reynolds Leave, notwithſtanding of all his 
pious Frauds, Tricks, and little Artifices, he never 
found me quite ſuch an Ideot, as to ſuffer my- ſelf to 
be cbeated by him in this groſs ridiculous manner. 
No, He promis'd 25 l. per Annuni, and he promis'd 
to pay the Repairs and Rent, otherwiſe, he ſhould 
have kept his Charity-School to hitnſelf for me. 
Poſſibly, ſome may ſay, How do we know that you 
did not agree with Mr. Reynolds, to pay for Repairs 
and Rent of the School vour- ſelf. Anſwer. Mr. Rey- 
nolds did not in the Hall plead any ſuch thing, which 
he certainly would have done, had 1, by any Agree- 
ment, taken upon me thoſe Expences : Nay, he dòes 
not ſay, That ever he told me whilſt the School was 
repairing, or afterwards, that he expected I ſhould 
pay for it. Why did not Mr. Reynolds ftand forth in 
Salters-Hall, and ſay, Gentlemen, I told Mr. Sted- 
man at ſuch and ſuch a Time, That he was not to 
expect the Payment of Repairs or Rent from me, 
| but muſt be at the Expence of thefe himſelf 2? 
He certainly would have ſaid ſomething like this, if 
there had been any Ground for it; but ſeeing he was 
wholly ſilent as ro this Particular, tis notoriouſly ap- 
parent, that he never ſo much as told me I was to 
pay thoſe. Expences, much leſs, that I undertook. 
them. And now, if there be any ſuch thing in Na- 
ture as a Moral Certainty, then Dr. Oldfield, if he 
pleaſes, may have one here; namely, That his good 
Brother Reynolds, and not I, was the Undertaker of 
the Repairs and Rent of the School-Houſe. Io 
theſe I hall only add another Circumſtance, which 
Tam able ſtill to prove by many unqueſtionable Wit 
neſſes, and which carries along with it the utmoſt 
Probability that Mr. Reynolds really did undertake 
the Repairs of the School: It is this; From the very 
beginning of the Affair of the Charity-School, I told 
every one that inquir'd after it, tha it was ſet ht 3 
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Mr. Reynolds :'1 told the Workmen over and over, 
That he was to be at the Expence of all this, and 
would honefily pay them (tho in this laft I was de- 
ceived) : In like manner, being at Mr. Galoway's 
Houſe, and the very firſt Time that ever I convers'd 
with him, upon his inquiring; - Who ſet up this 
School, and was to pay for it? I told him, Mr. Rey- 
 nolds had hired the Room, and given Orders for its 
repaired, with Promiſe of Payment (and this 
0 his Advice related above). Several of the 
Neighbours were inquiſitive about this School, and 
the Pariſh-Officers came to examine me about it, and 
view'd the Room: I told them all, that Mr. Reynolds, ; 
2 Diſſenting Miniſter in the City, was the Underta- 
ker of it. "Now can any one imagine, that I would 
thus have uſed his Name, and have declar'd him to 
be the Undertaker of all this (eſpecially theſe Re- 
pairs) if he really had not undertaken it? Surely, 
No; I could not * know, if what 1 had ſaid, had 
been falſe, but it would quickly come to his Ears, 
and have incenſed him againſt: me to che laſt De- 
gre. 
But now, befides an theſe concurring G 
Kances, 1 had Two poſitive Evidences, Mr. Bedlow 
and his Wife, who being call'd upon, witneſs'd to 
the ſame Things they had done in Weſtminſter- Hall ; 
namely, That Mr. Reynolds did give particular Or- 
ders for repairing the Room, promifing to pay for 
_ thoſe Repairs : That he deſir'd it might be ſpeedily 
done, and told them, that his Money was ready. 
Here is the Grand Diſpute ; Mr. Reynolds faith, He 
never hir'd the School- Houſe, nor. promis'd to pay 
for repairing it: I ſay, and have ſworn, He did; for 
I was actually an Eye and Ear-witneſs to it: Mr. 'Bed- 
low and his Wife (of whom he hir'd the Room) have 
ſaid and ſworn the ſame thing. The World _ 
judge, Whether Mr. Reynolds's Word ought, 
common Senſe and Equity, ta be leid in Ballance 


with 


„ _— I. Oy 0G V8. OW 8 OEM. 


Presbyterian Prieft-Craft. 9 5 


with the joint Oaths of Three Perſons, whom nei- 
ther he nor any of his Brethren, till now, had ever 
tax'd with any diſhoneſt or unjuſt Action. How- 
ever inferior at this Time my Friends Circumſtan- 
ces might be to thoſe of Mr. Reynolds, that ought 
not to leſſen the Weight of their Teſtimony, unleſs 
they had been charged with, and had ſtood convict- 


ed of ſome Diſhoneſty. There was nothing of this, 


yet ſo confident is Mr. Tong and the reſt, of Mr. Rey- 


nolds's Honeſty in this Point, that they venture to 


affirm, as from their perſonal Knowledge, That he 


never did hire this Room, nor undertake the Re- 
pairs of it, notwithftanding of all that has been 


ſworn, and all thoſe apparent Circumſtances which 


ſo forcibly plead the contrary. They know my Af- 


fidavit to be falſe, and that my Brother and Siſter 
were ſuborned (if any will believe them) merely 
| becauſe Mr. Reynolds tells them ſo, 


The Minifters preſent, tho' they allow'd me to 


call upon my Witneſſes, and had juft Patience enough 
to hear what they ſaid, yet, it ſeems, were reſolv'd 
to give no Credit to them, (They might, as I have 
obſerv'd in my own Caſe, as well have commanded 
them to Silence; and I am apt to think they would 
have done ſo, were it not for fear the Meeting would 


break up.) If the Miniſters had any thing to object 


_ againſt Mr. Bedlow, they ought to have propoſed it 


before-hand, in order to ſet him aſide from being 
an Evidence; but ſeeing he was admitted to witneſs. 


in my Cauſe, his Teſtimony ought to have been cre- 
dited, unleſs it had been counter-ballanced by, at 
leaſt, as good Evidence on the oppoſite fide ; or ex- 
_ cept it had been overthrown by ſome Inconſiſtency 
in his own Words: But there being nothing of this 
in the Caſe before us, his Evidence ought to have 


been efteem'd valid, or elie, I ſay, To what pur- 
poſe was he allow*d to ſpeak ? Beſides, the Objection 
moved by my Lord at Weſtminſter, concerning 5 
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gRent, * "oly now os no Force; for 
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Bedlow's expectin 


hae had before this Time lett the School to another, 


and made no Demands upon Mr, Reynolds : And: they, 
28 to his being m Brother-in-Law, it needs only to 
be noted, That Mr. Reynolds Wife was admitted to 
witneſs for him, beſides his Brother the Furrier. 
Upon theſe Accounts, tis plain, that Mr, Bedlow 
was a good and lawful Evidence Wherefore as ſuch, 

his Teſtimony ought to have been admitted. But, 


inſtead of this common Piece of Equity, our Con- 


venticle did bro - beat my Witneſſes, uſing Threats 
and reproachful Language. One of the Brethren 
told Mr. Bedlow, That he had ſeen his Face. in a 

© Court before now, meaning at Weſtminſter (tho', tis 
like, he expected to be underſtood otherwiſe). Mr. 
Bedlow anſwer'd, 1 know, Sir, you ſaw me at Weſt- 


_ , minſter-Hall;. and, as far as I can find, you are like 


to ſee me there again in a little Time. Mr. 7 ang ſaid, 


The Miniſters are ready to follow Mr. Stedman again 


 foWeſtminſter, if he is reſoly'd to go. 

I was now proceeding in my Anſwers Ay Rey- 
wold:'s Objections, but met with many Difturbances 
and Interruptions. Mr. Stokes ſtood upon a Form, 
the better to be obſerv'd, and ask'd me ſeveral im- 
pertinent Queſtions ; ſo did Mr. Mayo of King Fon. 
In ſhort, Any: one of the Fraternity was ſuffer d to 
break in upon me, and croſs- examine me at Pleaſure. 


This, I ſuppoſe, was to confound me in my Defence; 


but, I think, none of them have fince had any Rea- 
ſon to boaſt of their Incivilities, I complain d to the 
Moderator of this Treatment, deſiring, that I might 
be allow'd peaceably to anſwer, and without Inter- 
ruption till I had done. 
ly, That they were no Court, but were met together 
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. He anſwer d me very cold- 
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others, ſhould be heard what they had to ſay. As 
T, ſoon as I had Liberty, I went on with my Anſwers 
D, to the Objections which Mr. Reynolds had made; 


to the next in Order being, as I remember, 

to C 

IT. That I had ſworn falſely in declaring, V. Obje#ion 
w That I was forc'd to pay or ſatisfy the  47/wered. 
h, Workmen; whereas one of em remain'd yet unpaid. f 
IE, Anſwer. This was conſider'd of in Weſtminſfter- Hall 
n- by the Judge himſelf, who had determin'd it to be 
ts no way inconſiſtent with my Affidavit. For the Sa- 
n tisfaction given to ſome of the Workmen who were 
a not paid, was the Notes which they had accepted; 
is and at the Trial they promis d me, never to demand 


ir. their Money of me, *till I. could pay it with my 
2 Conveniency. I told them, That this Objection 
ce being confuted by the Judge, I would give them no 
d, further Anſwer to it. Yet I defir'd, If my Accuſers 
in had any thing new to urge upon that Head, they 
> would propoſe it; but no-body, as I remember, ſaid 
7 any thing. Wherefore I deſir d it might be obſerv'd, 
es That whereas I had declar'd in my Affidavit, that I 


n, was forc'd to pay or ſatisfy the Workmen, no more 
n- was meant than this; viz, That to ſatisfy their Im- 
nu. portunity when they demanded their Money of me, 
to I paid them a Part, and gave them Notes for the 
e. reſt, which they accepted. This was true, and was 


> allow'd of by the Judge. Mr. Reynolds's. Attorney 
a- told my Lawyer Mr. Ogle, That he thought this was 


ae a Perjury in Conſcience, tho it was none in Law. 
ht For my part, I know not what to make of this odd 
r= Diſtinction: The Religion and Laws of England are 
d- I tobe the Guides of my Practice and Conſcience too, 
er ſeeing the latter are conſiſtent with the former. 
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There. 7 but one more of Mr. 
055 nold;'s Obj ctions, and't that has been 
er in Park * already.” -It is this; He affirms, 
That I receiv'd 3./. of him, and 31. of Dr, Williams, 
in order to ay the Workmen; therefore, that my 
Oath is falſe, "becauſe therein I declare, That: where- 
as Mr, Reynolds had undertaken and promiſed to Pay 
for the Repairs of the School: Houſe, yet he had Not 
diſcharged that Debt, nor any Patt of it. Here 'tis 
"obſervable, Mr. Rey 70185 in one part of his Diſcourſe 
againſt me, poſitively + and ſolemnly declares, That 
he never undertook, nor. promis d to pay the Repairs 
(for this was His grafd Objekrion againſt my Oath, 
and chat upon Which the hole Merits of the Cauſe 
depended); 'yet, that lie may be fure'to have Obje- 
ktions now: the” the one contradicts the other, he 
fach, Ter he did actuà ly pay me a Part, which! 
did not ive the Workmen, as 1 ought to havedone, 
But Bi "if he never promis to pay the Repairs, 
if he fl Ber t 1 I Se and had nothing to do 
with chem, why mut my "Oith be falfe, becauſe | 
Twear "Hem ever Aid phrbem, or any part of them 
and yl 0 e if 15 c rn pay 3 l. rowards 
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art, or get his Beelen to 

ceffion, he is as much bound 
ay, 7055 Mile as he was to pay a Part ? And if 
he did not 10 the 3 J. e of Sher he ow'd for 
repairihg the 4000, "wby goes he raiſe this frivolous 
Objettion; "ſeeing Totily? iy, E, that he had vor paid 
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in Salt ers. Hall; for. 1 was ſo frequently. interrupted : 


” 


and cavill'd at by. the rethreng chat it was. not poſe 
ſible for me to anſwer, ſa diſtinctly and fully as other- 


wife. I might have done (which, by the way, is one 
Reaſon of, this Publication), I, anſwer'd, as, J had 


done before, That what I. received of Mr, Reynolds 
was for teaching School, and upon no etber-Account. 


For the Truth of this, I appea T dto the Receipt which. 


I ſubſcribed at Mr. Reynolds's Requeſt, when had 
the 31. of him; and the Receipt being produced, 
did teſtify as.1 ſaid, Hereupon ſome of: the Mini- 
ſters ſeem'd to be in a Huff, and Mr, Mayo ſtanding 


up, ſaid, »Tis plain Mr. Reynolds never promis'd 


« you any Salary; for otherwiſe, this 3 J. would: 
“ have been paid you as a Part of that Salary, which 


© does not appear from the Note.” I told him, 


That Mr. Reynolds inform'd me the 3 l. was all which 


he himſelf was annually. to pay towards the Salary: 
Yet as he made the Bargain with me to teach for 25 J. 
per Annum, I expected the Whole from him; for 1 
had no Demands upon the other Miniſters, who, he 
ſaid, concurr'd with him, and had made no Contract. 
with them: Therefore, as he ſet me to Work, he was 
bound to pay me, or ſee, me paid. This is not unlike 


my Caſe with the Men that repair'd the School: I told 


them at firſt, that Mr. Reynolds was to pay for thoſe 


Repairs ;. yet they came upon me, becauſe] ſat them 
toworkmy-ſelf, and not he. In like manner, Mr. Rey- 


nolds made a Bargain with me to teach School for 251. 
per Aunum : It was nothing to me whether he were 


to pay. 20 J. or 10, or 3, or nothing at all of that Mo- 
ney himſelf; yet, as he made the Bargain with me, 
[ came upon him juſtly for the Whole, and he might 
procure it how he pleas'd. As for the Receipt, Mr. 
Reynolds wrote that himſelf, and. therefore was the 
propereſt Perſon to give a Reaſon why the 3 J. was 
not ſpecify'd as a Part of the 25 l. which I was to 
receive Yearly for rene. 1 muſt confels, his 
ling | N 2 
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not ſetting it down ſo in the Receipt, looks like 
a Trick to elude his Bargain, tho in Vain. 
Then Mr. John Evans, Aſſiſtant to the late Dr. Wil. 
liams (and one of his Executors, as I am inform'd) 
ſtood up, and ask'd me, What kind of Receipt it was 
that I gave the Doctor when I receiv'd his 3 J.? I an- 
ſwer'd, That I did not ſee him when I receiv'd the 


Money (for he was ſick, and confin'd to his Cham- 
ber) -but had it of his Wife, and gave her a Note, 


importing, That I receiv'd it for his Uſe towards 
the maintaining a Charity-School in Southwark, Then 
Mr. Evans ſaid to Mr. Reynolds, Let us lay aſide 
the Doctor's Receipt till we have heard what Mr. 
% Stedman will ſay further, and read it after he has 
* done.” (TI really believe they had no ſuch thing 


by them as the Doctor's Receipt. However) This 
was to fright me, and extort ſomething from me to 


my Diſadvantage, But all in vain ; the Money I 
had of Dr. Williams was for teaching School, and tho 


he had given me 100 l. it would not affect my Oath, 


unleſs I had receiv'd it as a Part of the Money due 


for Repairs; But tis no ſuch thing; I taught Three 
Scholars for the Doctor's Three Pounds; and the 


Sum it- ſelf that I receiv'd, makes it plain enough 
(being juſt 3 J.), that this was the Part which the 


Doctor was annually to pay towards my Salary, as 


Mr. Reynolds's 31. was his Part. If any object, That 
I did not teach the School a whole Year, I ſhall only 


anſwer, That this was not my Fault. I was hir'd by 


the Year, and, I think, as Mr. Reynolds turn'd me 


off before a Year was out, ſeeing I did my Work 


honeſtly, he ought to have paid me a Year's Wages. 


I taught the School from Chriſtmas to Midſummer, 
which, Pm ſure, was too long for 71. 105. eſpeci- 


ally, ſeeing Mr. Reynolds had the Conſcience to make 
me pay 12/, out of it. Mr. Evans's Trap being 


fpoil'd, he fat down, muttering theſe Words, Be 
 #ftoniſhd, O Heavens! and be horribly afraid, &c. I 


could 


to commit Things to writing, as they occurr'd to my 


except thoſe I brought with me) Then the Doctor 
They pleaded the Cuſtoms of a Court in favour of 


and tho? I deſir'd it, they would not ſuffer me to an- 
ſwer him Article by Article, as I could have done to 
my great Advantage; not doubting but I ſhould have 


to break in upon me; railing and cavilling in the 
moſt unlaw ful, arbitrary and indecent manner. And 
then, no ſooner did it ſuit their Turn, but they me- 
tamorphos'd themſelves into a Court again, to judge 
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could hardly forbear laughing at this Fineneſs, 'eſpe- 
cially as it was ated with an Air of wonderful Gra- 
vity. Aſter this, many of the Brethren put forth 
their Queſtions, trivial for the moſt part, and ſuch 
as after the Hearing, I could not call to mind in par- 
ticular (For ſoon after this Affair was over, I began 


Memory, and by the Aſſiſtance of my Friends that 
were preſent at it). I complain'd to the Moderator, 
That the Court proceeded very irregularly, and 
would not ſuffer me to ſpeak what I intended. (The 
Door-keeper too, Mr. Reynolds's Clerk, would not 
let my Friends come into Court, as I was inform'd, 


bawl'd out, We are no Court ! I proteſt, we are no Court ! 
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Mr. Reynolds, when he was declaiming againſt me; 


put him to a diſgraceful Silence over and over, had 
they given me Liberty: Yet when it came to my 
Turn to be heard, they ſcorn to be tied up to the 
Rules of a Court, but ſuffer the whole Brotherhood 


and cohdemn me with a kind of awkward Formality, 
in defiance of their ſolemn Promiſe, and the very 
Conditions upon which we ingag'd in this Contro- 
verſy: Of which preſently, . 4 
- Having made 'an end of my Defence with much 
Difficulty, thro' the frequent Diſturbances and Inter- 
ruptions given me by the Brethren, Mr. Moderator 
ſtood up, and firſt diſown'd me for a Brother, caſting 
me out of their Society ; ſaying, Neither he nor they 
had given me Authority to preach, nor ever would. 
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IL made hold to tell the Doctor, That I deſired to have 
no Society either with bim or them: That it was but 
ol late they had gotten the Cuſtom of giving Licen- 
ces to their young Preachers: That I neither needed 
nor deſit'd any ſuch Licenee from them; but was 
able, without it, to maintain my pretences to what L 


did, " againſt him, or any there preſent. Then the 


| Doctor pull'd out his Letters Goat; as alſo an 
Epiſtle from a young Preacher, who had been aceus d 
at Glaſgow by one Mr. Ephraim Thwaits of a moſt abo. 
nnd Crime (which, as the Moderator ſaid, if 
proved, would have touched his Life). I was at Lon 


don when this Crime was ſaid to be committed, not 


know ing then, that ever I ſnhould return into Scotland; 
vet about a Quarter of a Year afterwards, by Dr. 


Williams's Perſuaſions, I went again toGlaſgow, where, 
at my coming, I was inform'd of the ſaid Accuſation, 


and heard it, Pm ſure, with the utmoſt Surprize. It 
had been diſcours'd of among ſeveral Students a con- 


ſiderable time before it came to the Vice-Chancellor's 


Ears; but at laſt he heard of it, and ſent for me, 


defiring me to acquaint him with 'the Behaviour of 
both thoſe Perſons, ſo far as Fknew it. They were 


both of them under my Tuition, Mr. J — as an 


Engliſi Student, in common with other Engliſh-men, 
to whom I daily read a Lecture in Philoſophy, and 


the Oriental Tongues; and Mr. Thwaits attended the 


fame Lecture, and alſo lodg'd with me in my Cham- 
ber for a great. while before this happen'd ; I knew 


him co be a very ingenious and modeſt Perſon, upon 


which Account I thought my-ſelf obligꝰd to repreſent 


him to the Yice-Chancellor under an advantageous 
Oharacter, verily-believing, as] do ſtill, that he de- 


ſerv'd it far beyond the other; tho?, in the mean 
time, I ſaid nothing to Mr, L——'s Diſpraiſe. The 


Vice: Chancellor then, and ſeveral times afterwards, 
| agk'd my Opinion in this Affair, which I freely gave 


= in Nn bat 8 behalf; and that not only from the 


= j i | gere 


_ «certainPetſuaſion 1 had of his\\Honeſty, 


-Mr/L— in a 1 Way. 
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* . 
w concurring Circumſtances; which fully Hatis- 
d me that what he ſaid was true. Yet I was far 
enough from imagining, that my own or any other 
Maris private 'Seritiments, t in he leaſt to affect 


For my part, I do 


not condemn Mr. 
to judge for my-ſelf, © 4 1 1ee' Reaſon, and if he is 
angry with me for it, all 1 can ſay, is, That l am 
ready to inform him, or the World, if he pleaſes, 
with the Grounds upon which my Opinion is found- 
ed inthis Affair, 'and/which, Lam ſure, will be little 
to his Credit. Now: this Gentleman bearing ſtill in 
mind what 1 had faid in Mr. Thwait“'s Behalf to the 
Vice-Chancellor, ſends a Letter to Dr. Calamy juſt 
before our Hearing at 'Salters- Hall, pretending I had 
ſet on Mr. Thwaiti to accuſe him, or, at leaſt, that 
he ſuſpected ſo: And this mighty Letter the Boltor 
read Before us. I return'd an Anſwer to this Effect; 
« Mr. Moderator, The Caſe of Mr. . — is quite 
e foreign to our preſent Buſineſs. However, ſeeing 
e you ſeem to fix an Imputation upon me with re- 
« ference to it, as if i had ſer forward his Misfor- 
© tune, I muſt vindicate my-ſelf. No doubt but 
nr) that Gentleman would have it thought, that he 
was accuſed wrongfully, and conſidering upon what 
«< Terms 1 ſtand at preſent with Mr. Reynolds and 
ther Miniſters of London, who, as he very well 
* Knew, had oecafion for all the Slanders chat could 


* be deviſed againſt me, he takes this fair Opportu- 


"nity of intimatinghis. Suſpicions, t that I was acceſ- 
ſory to his being aecuſed without Cauſe; or, at 
© leaſt, that Ipatronizd Mr. Thwaits in what he did. 

wa „ And who, under ſuch an horrid Accuſation, would 

not ſhoutdet it off if he could, and impute it to 
© any thing, rather than be accounted ilty? And 

« this was a' very proper Juncture for him, ſeeing 

eel * he very well knew how readily diſpos'd 2 
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* ſters were to fayour the moſt unlikely Suſpicions 


2M = 


2 that could be alledg'd againſt me. Sir, Is there 


4 any thing in Mr. Ls Letter to ſupport the Suſ- 
4 Picion he bas now ſuggeſted? Not a Word. It 
was not poſſible I ſhould be any - ways acceſſory to 
« i er e as I can eaſily prove: Yet in An- 
de ſwer to him, 1 muſt ſay, That I am not only ſuſ- 
* Picious;: but fully ſatisfied, t hat he is guilty, and 
- am ready to give ſufficient Reaſons for my Opi- 
* nion ; tho? I do not take upon me (nor ever did) 
« either to accuſe or condemn him. Nor was I offi- 
4 eious in this Matter: I did not declare my Opi- 
nion it it, till I was requir'd-to do it by Mr. Vice- 


1 Chancellor, who was Mr. I. — 's lawful. Judge. 


< Therefore ought not to be queſtion'd on that 
Point; and if I am, the Defence 1 ſhall make, will 
ee be greatly to Mr. L—'s Diſadvantage and 'Diſ- 
credit: I am ready for it if there be Occaſion. ” 
At this the Moderator was ſilent, and went upon an- 


other Affair; viz, The Letters he had from Scotland, 
which [hall briefly touch upon, after 1 have made a 
mort Remark upon ar Affair of Mr. L—. 


It is this; Mr. Thwaits, his Accuſer, is a Gentle- 


man of known Probity, and an unſpotted Reputation. 
He accuſed Mr. L— of a certain Crime, and offer'd 
the Vice-Chancellor (who ſent. for him) to take his 
Oath of it. No Difference or Quarrel had ever been 
between him and Mr. .. Abundance of Circum- 
ſtances made his Accuſation highly probable; and 
there was all the Proof that can ordinarily be expect 


ed in a Caſe of that Nature. But Mr. J — is ac- 
quitted becauſe there is no other Witneſs beſides 


Mr. Thwaits, and the Miniſters freely admit him to 


preach. I do not at all blame their Conduct thus 
far: But now, in my Caſe, Mr. Reynolds accuſeth 


me of ſeveral Crimes; not, one Witneſs but himſelf 
knows any thing of the Matter. : Abundance, of Cir- 


cumſtances prove me innocent, beſides the joint 
of Oaths 
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NS Oaths of Mr. Bedlow and his Wife; and Mr. Rey- 
re nolds's Word is of much the leſs Force, becauſe his 
＋ Reputation was at ſtake, and he has all imaginable 
It Motives to make good his Aſſertions (nothing of 
to which was in Mr. Thwaits's. Caſe); yet here they 
1- labour by all means to find me guilty, and condemn 
{- me upon the bare Word of my Accuſer, whoſe ut- 
d moſt Intereſt it is to have me condemn'd, Pray, 
1 what honeſt Account can they give for this different 
d) procedure? I deſire the Brethren to ſay, Whether 
i- they would condemn Mr. L— as guilty, ſuppoſing 
M- Mr. Reynolds had accus'd him in as ſolemn a manner 


e- | as Mr, Thwaits did? If they ſay, They would, then 
3e. are they guilty of the higheſt Partiality and Reſpett 
at of Perſons in Judgment ; for Mr. Thwaits hath as 
ill clear and unblemiſh'd a Character, every way, as 
il- Mr. Reynolds: But if they ſay, They would not 
condemn him upon Mr, Reynolds's ſole Witneſs, with; 
n- out ſome other credible Proof (as, indeed, they ought 
id, in Juſtice to ſay), then I deſire them to tell me the 
© a | Reaſon why they accept of Mr. Reynolds's bare Word 
iin my Caſe, and condemn me upon the Credit of it, 
le- tho' his Intereſt is ſo deeply concerned, and many 
on. | undeniable Circumſtances prove me innocent? But 
rd I '*tis not hard to gueſs at the Motives upon which they 
his proceed in this uneven Conduct: Mr. L-— had not 
en By trod upon the Prieſt's Toe: His Vindication is more 
for their Credit, than his being thought guilty ; 
| therefore, ſeeing it ſuits their own Conveniency, they 
can be juſt, and plead for him, that he ſhould not 
be condemn'd upon the Teſtimony of one Evidence, 
how impartial or diſintereſted ſoever that Evidence 
be; and they are certainly in the right on't. Again, 
tho their Brother Galloway betray'd himſelf notori- 
| ouſly in Salters- Hall, by asking Mr. Reynolds's f Pardon 
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for ſpeakicgz Words, whick he before find ſworn he 
never did ſpeak, yet this tif de huſh'd up; for to 
expoſe Him accord] ig to" his Deſerts as a weak Bro- 
thier was not at all expedient, as Things ſtood. In 
ſhort, A a Man act never fo baſely, yet if he have 
not offen ed the Brethren, and it be any way to their 
Achte they will Rand by him to the laſt, ' But 
any Caſe was quite different: Nothing could ſcreen 
Io Reynbltls om being thought notoriouſly diſho- 
nell, fo long as my Oath was credited; therefore the 
Brethfen labour might and main to make i: a appear 
falfe, and for want of better Evidence (in defiance 
of the juſt Laws they plead to fave their back-fliding 
Brother .) reſolve to condemn me upon Mir 
Rep molds's bare Word. 

This Affair of Mr. Ls, as I obſerv'd to the 
Maderitor, was a mere Digreſſion from our Buſineſs 
In Silters-Hall ; and therefore the repeating of it may 
be thought ſo with Teference to the preſent Narra- 
tive, upon which account *tis needful I ſhould ask 
the Reader's Excuſe, and return to what more 
immediately concerns the Diſpute between Mr. 

_ nolds and my-ſelf. Together with the Letter of Mr. 
L—, the Doctor read thoſe from Glaſgow, and in- 
larg'd plentifully upon' them, endeavouring what he 
could to blacken my Character while in Scotland 
(which, by the way, was not fair in him, conſider- 
ing he ba undertaken to be Moderator), My An- 
ſwer was much the ſame with what J had ſaid in the 
Morning, when the Doctor would have read theſe 
Letters ataghe beginning of the Conference &. His 
producing them now, was a Breach of Truſt, forthe 
Reaſons ſpecify'd in that Place ; to which 1 refer the 
Reader. The Reverend Mr. Chandler sk'd Mr. Mo- 
as] If 1 had not ſubmitted WOT to the Col- 
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ſerv'd ill of them. However, they alledged very 


ritual and Temporal. 
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lege, and were not reſtox d to their Favour ? He ſaid, 
That ſhould be conſider'd of by- and- by; but it was 


forgotten. Then ſeveral young Preachers were cal- 
led upon to witneſs, againſt me, who were formerly 
under my Tuition at Glaſgow. . I'm ſure, I never de- 


little againſt me; only Mr. Clark Ola perth, I think, 
it was, pretended, he had ſeen me diſguis'd with 
Drink; but own'd, at the ſame time, that he had 
never ſeen me drunk. * alter much Railing, this 
Affair ende. 

Then the Moderator dicected his Diſcourſe. to the 
Gentlemen, of Lindfield, ſetting forth, The great Af- 
fection which the Miniſters had for them; and ex- 
preſſing a deep Concern: for their Welfare both Spi- 
The - Brethren. joined with 
them in this; and particularly Mr. Mayo of King ſton, 


who ſaid, That a certain Allowance had been order'd | 


by the Directors of the Fund, for the Aſſiſtance. of 
the Congregation at Lindfield, which Allowance had 
ſtood upon their Books for ſome Vears paſt. They 
* the People, That ſo long as I continud 
amongſt them, they were to expeck nothing of the 


ſaid Allowance; but if, in Compliance with the una- 


nimous Advice of the Miniſters, | they would diſmiſs 


me, then they ſhould be provided of angther Preach- 


er, and with him ſhould, have the Fund's Aſſiſtance. 


The People; as l remember, anſwer' d nothing at all 


to this Propoſal, Indeed, this Attempt of the Mo- 
derator to corrupt my Hearers with Money, and o- 


ther Advantages, was fo really baſe, and diſhonoura- 


ble, thatl wander a Man of any; Honour or Honeſty 


would ever be guilty of it in ſuch a publick man- 


ne I riod} at 05 3 MSBIR4 
At the Opening of our; Hearing, the Miniſters not 
conſenting to a fair Choice of Arbitrators, did at laſt 
agree, in a formal manner with me, That the Hear- 
vg ſhould be for the Satisfaction of the Lindſieta 17 
* 2 Ple, 
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ple, who ſhould be left to judge for themſelves + ; 
5. e. They ſhould determine of my Cauſe, and deal 
with me as they ſaw the Merits of it deſerv'd, after 
they had heard both ſides. But now, inftead of ask- 
ing'my Hearers what their Judgment was upon the 
Whole, without reſpect had to Intereſt or Affection, 
which would have been but fair; I ſay, Inftead of 
this, the Brethren attempted to corrupt my Peoples 
Judgment, by offering them their Friendſhip, and 
Money into the Bargain, if they would diſmiſs me, 
and accept of another; both which Advantages they 
muſt go without, if they ſhould acquit me of the Mi- 
niſters Charge, and continue to imploy me. Why 
did not Mr. Moderator ſay, Gentlemen, You have 
* heard the Miniſters fairly prove their Charge; 
« you cannot but own that Mr, Stedman is guilty, 
s ſeeing he has not been able to anſwer Mr. Reynolds 
and his other Accuſers, and therefore you ought 
© in Juſtice to diſcard him? No, this the Doctor 
and his Brethren durſt not ſay; for it would have 
been notoriouſly falſe, and I was there to have con- 
fronted them: Wherefore they meanly betook them- 
ſelves to this diſhoneſt Shift of bribing my People, 
by offering them Friendſhip and Money to condemn 
me (for to diſmiſs me in theſe Circumſtances was the 
ſame thing, and muſt have been ſo underſtood by all 
the World). The Brethren had charg'd me with a 
Suſpicion of having ſuborned my Brother and Siſter 
to ſwear falſely in my Cauſe, tho' not a Word was 
ſaid at the Hearing to ſupport or favour that Suſpici- 
on. I do not ſay, The Miniſters ſuborned Witneſ- 
fes (tho* what Mr. Chandler has obſerved in his Apo- 
togy, renders that not improbable), yet here, they 
openly attempted to ſuborn my judges. I ſay, My 
Judges; for the People of Lindfeld (except Mr. 
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Chandler) were the only Perſons to whoſe Judgmene 
both ſides appeal'd themſelves, And their 5 ov 
was to be allow'd valid on all Hands; fo far, at leaft, 
as to determine whether 1 ſhould continue to preach 
at Lindfield; or not, For this was the very Conditi. 
on of our Hearing, That the People be left to judge 
for themſelves, and ſhould deal by me as they faw 
reaſon, after the Conference was over. Now this 
Judgment of my People, the Dottor offer'd to pur- 
chaſe in favour of Mr. Reynolds, and the ſubſcribing. 
Minifters, at a certain Price, which was annually to 
be paid out of the Fund. What if Mr. Moderator 
had turn'd out a Lump of Money upon the Table, 
and had ſaid, © You Gentlemen of Lindfield are to | 
4 judge for your- ſelves in the Cauſe you have now 
© heard. We are not to paſs a Sentence for you, 
© for that is contrary to our Engagement; yet take 
care you do not judge to your own Detriment : 
„We ſhall be your Enemies if you ſtand by Mr. 
e Stedman; but if you diſmiſs him as a guilty Per- 
. L Ton, here is this Money for you, and we will ſend 
© you another Miniſter, with an annual Allowance, 
*© adding our good Wiſhes and Prayers for you over 
ce and above.” I appeal to all Mankind, if this 
would not have been knaviſh and baſe to the laſt de- 
gree; and yet, if the Miniſters Word be as good as 
their ready Money (which, no doubt, they would 
have us believe); then they are in Fatt guilty of all 
that Baſeneſs now ſet forth. Great Pretences of Kind- 
neſs and Affection were made to inſnare my People: 
and they were but Pretences; for 'tis evident from 
the Miniſters Conduct afterwards (as ſhall be ſnew d 
preſently), that they never intended to fulfil their 
Promiſes, and only made uſe of them at preſent to 
impoſe upon the People and me. 
This Oratory of the Doctor and: Mr. e with 
| others of the Brethren, making no Impreſſion upon 
my * (and it not nn ſafe to ask their 


* 


tro Precsbyterian Prieft:Craft. 
Opinion) Three of my Accuſers, vic. Mr. Tung, 
Mr. Robinſon, and Dr. Oldfield, ſtood up, one after 
another, and deliver'd a kind of Diſcourſe, by way 
of Concluſion. Mr. Tong ſaid to this Effect, Gen- 

„ tlemen, We have been once in Weſtminſter- Hal 

upon Mr. Stedman's Account, and are ready to fol- 
« low-him thither again,' if be be reſolved to proſe- 
4 cute, as we are inform'd. I doubt not but the 


«© The Eftabliſh'd Church has 4 Power to try and 


< judge Delinquents, eſpecially of the Clergy 8 and 


«we, ſaid be, are tolerated by Law, which, Tole- 


ration does imply a Grant of Power to call Delin. 
& quents to account whether they will or no. 


Then he endeavour'd to ſhew, how worthy of Belief 
the Brethren, were who had accuſed me, and added 
this remarkable Conceſſion; What, faid he, if we 
< baye ſtraimd a Word or-ſo 3 in our Charge, _ 
<< -we preſently be thought Men of no Principle? 

4 That we had no-Reaſons to perſuade - us of: Mr 
A Stedman's: being guilty 2 We do believe in our 
e Conſcience that he is; and we cannot but think 
65 that all the Miniſters here preſent are ſo perſua- 
© ded,” But pray, where is Mr. Tong's Conſcience, 
| that will not alter Bis ſtrain'd Word, for one that is 
not ſo? He owns, that he has ftrain d Cor firetch'd) 
in his Charge, and yet will not yield, not alter it, ſo 
far as I can find,; in the leaft Tittle! Here again the 
Moderator was 'deficient, for he ought immediately 
upon this Conceſſion of Mr. 7 ang s, to have made him 
xetratt that firain'd Word, and to have fairly told 
the Auditory, that the whole Charge ought to be re- 
jected as falſe; or, at leaſt, that every one might 
juſtly ſuſpett it of Falſhood and Forgery: For Men 
that will ſtrain Words in their Charge, will not ſtick 
to accuſe that Perſon wrongfully, againſt whom they 
bring that Charge, Was ever an Aceuſation admit- 
2 how * true in any Judicature in the World, before 


* 


Government will approve of what we have done. 


this 
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this infamous Conventiele met at Salters- Hall, where 
the very Accuſers themſelves own their Charge to be 
ſtrained? Or, Would any but an unt ighteous Judge 
record that Charge for true, which, in Effect, is 
own'd to be falſe by the very Perſon that made 


9 


z 


let us but examine a little, what Word in the 


Charge it is, that Mr. Tong owns he ftrain'd ; why, 


truly, tis that upon which the whole Controverſy 
turns, and without which his Charge would not ſigni- 
fy a Ruſh, He faith, together with his Brethren, in 
the Second Letter to Mr. Barnard arid Mr. Ollive +, 
* Bach of us are Witneſſes to the Truth of the 


** Charge, and teſtify from our own Perſonal Know- 


* ledge.” Again, in their Third Letter; * © We 


& know not only the great Injury done to our good 
© Brother Reynolds — but we know, there are a 
© great many notorious Falſhoods in his Affida vit. 


In Oppoſition to which, I poſitively affirmed, That 
not one of the ſaid Miniſters knew any thing of my 
Affidavit's being true or falſe; that they could not 


witneſs to any one Matter or Thing contain'd in it. 


And I challeng'd them over and over, to name the 
Time and Place when they were preſent at any thing 


that paſſed between Mr. Reynolds and me, with refe- 


rence to the Charity-School, They never were, and 


therefore they know nothing of it, and can witneſs 
nothing either for or againſt the Matters related in 


my Oath. Now it appearing undeniably, that the 


Brethren really knew nothing about my Oath, and 
much more, that they did not know me to be a per- 


jur'd Man, as was pretended, ſeeing every thing con- 


tain'd in that Oath, for ought that they could ſay, 


might be exactly true ; they ſhuffled and cut with 
their Moral Certainty, 
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and at laſt Mr. Tong comes, and fairly confeſſes they 
had ſtrain'd a Word, But what Word, pray? Why, 
that about which there had been ſuch a hot Conteſt 

for ſo many Hours together; namely, His and his 
Brethrens knowing my Oath to be falſe, and teſtify- 
ing this from their own perſonal Knowledge. This 
they were not-able to prove, and therefore, being 


driven to the laſt Extremity, Mr. Tong, tho he was 


Joth to ſay, they had accuſed me wrongfully, yet 
minces the matter, and owns, They had ftrain'd a 
Word in their Charge. Well then, I take it for 
granted, That whereas Mr. Tong and his Brethren 
had affirm'd, They knew my Oath to be falſe, and 
teſtify'd that it was ſo from their own perſonal Know- 
ledge, This was a firained Aſſertion; or, in plain 
"Engliſh, it was a downright Falſhood : For, either 


they did actually know my Oath to be falſe, or elſe 


they did not; there is no poſſible Medium between 


theſe Two : If they did not know it to be falſe, then 


their ſaying ſo, was no Stretch nor Strain in the leaſt ; 
but if they did not know any ſuch thing (as really 
they did not) then their affirming me guilty from 
their own perſonal Knowledge, was, as Mr. Tong 
faith, A ſtraining of a Word. In ſhort, It was, with 
his Leave, a premeditated and malicious Lye. 
 _ That their perſonal Knowledge was meant by Mr. 
Tong, when he ſaid, They had ſtrained a Word, is 
very plain from what he immediately ſubjoin'd, 
Shall we, faith he, be preſently thought Men of 


© no Principle? or, That we had no Reaſons to per- 
„ juade us of Mr. Stedman's being guilty ? (Whatever 
Mr. Tong's Principles are, or thoſe of his Brethren, 
I'm ſure, their Practice in this was moſt diſhoneſt and 
baſe) and then adds, We do believe in our Con- 


© ſcience, that he is guilty.” But then, why did 
not Mr. Teng make his Charge to run in that Strain. 
We have Reaſons to perſuade us, that Mr. Sted- 

man is a perjur'd Man, and we do believe in our 


e Conſcience that he is ſo.” Alas! he knew of 
how little Force ſuch a Charge would be; that no 


| ledge, reduces his Charge to ſuch a Footing, as that 


upon me by the Brethren; in which it cannot be ex- 
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People of Senſe would ever condemn a Man on the 
ſcore of his Conſcience and Perſuaſion, which could 
be no Rule to others in Judgment ; and therefore, 
for the ſake of his worthy Brother Reynolds, to make 
ſure Work on't, he ventures upon an audacious Falſe- 
hood, affirming, That he and his Brethren were 
Witneſſes to my having ſworn falſely, when it was 
no ſuch thing. Yet afterwards, at Salters-Hall, be- 
ing pinch'd with this, he, in effect, recedes from 
his falſe Accuſation, and by pretending a Perſuaſion 
of Conſcience, inſtead of his former perſonal Know- 


it no ways affects me in the leaſt; For if the Mini- 
ſters do not know me to be guilty, and are not able 
to prove me ſa (whatever their perſonal Perſua ſions 
are, is nothing to me) our Diſpute is come to an 
End, nor can they refuſe in Conſcience to make me 
Amends for the horrid Injury they have done me. 
But if they ſtand to their Charge contain'd in the 3 
Letters ſent againſt me to Lewes, I challenge them 
now, in the Face of the World, to prove that Charge, 
and to leave off their ſly Evaſion of having ſtrained a 
Word, eſpecially while they refuſe to retract that 
Word, Here I muſt inform the Reader, That this 
Obſervation upon Mr. Tong's Conceſſion, was not 
made in Salters-Hall: The Diſturbances given me 
by the Brethren, hindred me from ſaying many 
things that otherwiſe I might have pleaded with great 
Advantage to my Cauſe, This was one great Rea- 
ſon why I have preſs'd ſo earneſtly for a Second 
Hearing ; but ſince that is deny'd me, I have taken 
this Opportunity not only to complain of the unjuſt 
Dealings I met with at our Hearing, but likewiſe to 
make my Defence againſt the unjuſt Aſperſions caſt 


IN. 
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delted I ſhould confine my-ſelf barely to what was = 
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ſiaid in the Hall; but rather uſe the Liberty (which 
then was in part denied me) of ſetting this Affair, 
as far as may be, in a true Light, and offering to the 
Reader's judgment all thoſe Arguments that either 
then or ſince have been thought of for my own Vindi- 
cation. What I faid at the Hall in Anſwer to Mr. 
Tong's Speech towards the Cloſe of the Hearing, ſhal 
be related preſently, 
Next to him Mr. Robinſon ſtood up, and there be- 
ing much Talk and Callings-out to the Moderator by 
the Brethren, he ſaid aloud, I will be heard! and 
made his Speech in a Rage to this Effeft : © Gentle- 
* men, Tis ſomewhat ſtrange, that any Doubt 
1 ſhould be made m the Caſe before us. We had 
© never accuſed Mr. Stedman, but that we were in 
Iu Weſtminſter-Hall, and are fully perſuaded that his 
* Affidavit is falſe in many notorious Inſtances, He 
& has brought here his Brother and Siſter to witneſs 
ce for him; mean People, and unknown to us, but, 
N probably, as diſhoneſt as himſelf: Shall "their 
© Word be ſet in Oppoſition to ours, who have de- 
© ſerv'd well of all Men, and have been blameleſs 
© from our Cradles?“ This was the Subſtance of his 
ſcurrilous Speech; the laſt part of which, concerning 
his and his Brethrens being blameleſs from their Cra- 
dle, he deliver'd with much Heat, Vehemency and 
Zeal, to convince the Fraternity, how unreaſonable 
a Thing it was, to bring ſuch ſorry Scum as my 
Friends in Competition with Men fo Holy, Morti- 
fied, and Self-denied, as He and his Fellow-Accu- 


ſers were. But, for al this vapouring and huffing 


Rodomantado of Mr. Robinſon, I muſt tell him, That 


His Saintſhip's Word will not go an Inch further in 
any Court of Judicature, than that of Mr. Bealow, or 
any other Man. This Gentleman would make a 
pretty Figure at the Old-Baily, ſhould he indilt a 


Man, who appears to that mi mene. and by good 
and Jawful Witneſs proyes himſelf i innocent; ; whilſt 
Mr. 
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Mr. Robinſon has no Witneſs, nor Shadow of Proof to 
the contrary ; and yet deſires the Court to condemn 


the Priſoner, becauſe, forſooth, he the Proſecutor 


has been a Saint from the Cradle! Such was this hery 
Zealot's Behaviour in the preſent Caſe; He and ſome 
others of his Function had accuſed me of ſeveral 
Crimes, but when we came to a Trial, neither he 
nor they could prove any thing againſt me. The 
Proofs were undeniably on my fide ; and his Brother 
Tong confeſs'd, they had ſtrain'd a Point in their 
Charge; yet Mr. Robinſon, with a Confidence devout - 
and genuine, expects the Auditory ſhould condemn. 
me, becauſe he and his Brethren, if any will believe 
him, have been blameleſs from their Cradles *, This 
Plea was ſo ridiculous, that I believe, in any other 


Place, he had been hiſs'd out of the Company : But 


it was a weighty Motive for the Brethren to take his 


Part, and bring me in guilty. Much Sighing there 


was at his Expreſſion, and, no doubt, they all ten- 
derly ſympathiz'd with this gracious ſuffering Mem- 
ber. Good Lord! deliver us from ſuch Judicatures, 
where the Brethrens Pretences to extraordinary Ho- 
lineſs, muſt paſs for ſufficient Proofs againſt their 


innocent Neighbours, whom they vouchſafe to ſlan- 


der and abuſe ! Who does not know, that thoſe Pre- 
tences are generally made to carry on the worſt of 
Deſigns 2 And ſo it was here; They luſted vehe- 
mently to ruin me, becauſe I had proſecuted a wor- 


thy Brother: But not being able to prove a Syllable 


of their Charge, Mr. Robinſon is forc'd to recur to 
this thread-bare pious Shift of pretending himſelf 


Holy from his Cradle, and that what he did was out 
of pure Zeal ; wondering that any ſhould doubt of 


his Honeſty and good Intentions in this Affair. My 
Comfort is, The World knows this Gentleman and 


** 


8 


* Fpectatum admiſſi_riſum teneatis amici, Hor. 
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his Brethren too well, to believe their Slanders ever 

* ſooner, for theſe mighty Pretentiom to Holi- 

neſs. | 

Ws” - Mr. Robinſon vouchſafe to attempt an Anfeer to 
this, it will be very diverting to find him deſcant 


powerfully upon hifown and his Brethrens Holineſs, 
and particularly, the inimitable Honeſty and Cha- 


rity of worthy Mr. Reynolds; calling me and my 
Friends in the mean time, Devil and Devil's Tools 
(for ſuch Terms he has uſed already); I ſay, It will 


- be Matter of Diverſion to ſee him manage the Cauſe 


with ſich Arguments as theſe : And yet, I defy him, 


with all his Little Wit, and Great Malice, to pro- 


- duce any that ſha not at laſt terminate here. 
After Mr. Robinſon had made an end of commend- 


ing, in a fulſome manner, Himſelf and his Brethren, 


Dr. Oldfield ſtood up, and ſaid ſomething further 
about his Moral Certainty, but little Notice was taken 
of it, and o he ſat down gain oor his ann Sbef 
Feld. 

It was now come to my Turn once more to 1] peak 
in my own Defence; and that the Brethren ſuffer'd 


me ſo to do, is, I ſuppoſe, one Inſtance of that Le- 


nity and Indulgence, which, I am ſince inform'd, the 
Miniſters pretend to have uſed towards me at our 
Hearing. 

Therefore] ſtood up, and with refinance to what 
Mr. Teng had ſaid concerning the pretended Autho- 


rity of the Minifters, to try and judge the Cauſe now 


before us, without my Conſent, I anſwer'd to this 


Effect: 80 Sir, The Moderator but now proteſted, 
de that this Aſſembly was no Court: I have all along 


© look'd upon our Meeting here, as no more than 
© what is uſual amongſt Friends, to compoſe their 
© private Differences by a fair Arbitration ; -. other- 
_ wiſe, I ſhould have choſen another Place for the 
5 Trial of my Cauſe. As for the Authority you 


<: ſeem to claim by virtue of the Toleration, I ut- 


c. terly 


w_ 


* 
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8 .tetly deny and diſown it; nor have you any more 


* Right to judge me without my Conſent, than land f 
„ my Friends have to judge or cenſure you.” [[ 
now add] We all of us are ſubject to the Beelefidfti. | 
cal as well as Civil Judicatures already eftabliſh'd in 
this Kingdom, nor have the Diſſenters any coercive 
Power in the leaſt over any Perſon whatſoever, by 
virtue of the preſent Toleration. If they have, let 
them ſhew me by what Statute ſuch Power is granted: 
them, and what Rules the Government has preſcri- 
| bed them for the Exerciſe of that Power. "Tis a 
ſtrange odd way of arguing, That becauſe the Church 
of England has Authority to judge Delinquents by 
known Laws, to which the Government hath added. 
a Civil Sanction, therefore Mr. Tong and his Brethren 
the Diſſenting Miniſters, have Authority to judge 
and condemn a Man without Law, juſt as their Paſ- 


ſions or Intereſts lead them. What, are they, for- 


ſooth; truſted with an unlimited Power ? Theſe, 
Reader, are the Gentlemen, that, on al] Occaſions, 


inveigh againſt the lawful juriſdiction and Authority 


of our Dioceſans (who att by known Rules eſtabliſh'd 
by the ſupreme Legiſlature of the Kingdom) as if 
they were a Set of Church-Tyrants, lording it over 
God's Heritage; And yet, they themſelves pretend 


a Right of Judging thoſe of their Profeſſion without 


any Law at all, but their own arbitrary Whimſies 


and thoſe always ſerving to baſe ſelfiſh Purpoſes 
Tis in vain for Mr. Tong or his Brethren to ſay, That 


they judge according to Conſcience and Scripture : 
The Papiſts tell us ſo as finely as Mr. Tong can do; 
and, moreover, agree with him in this great impor- 
tant Article, That the Brotherhood of Levites ought 


by no means to be try'd by Lay- men; but that them- 


ſelves are the only proper Perſons to judge for one 
another; which profitable prieſtly Tenet was main- 


tained with great Zeal at the Opening of our Hear- 


ing, — the Moderator and the reſt would by no 


means 
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means conſent, that this Cauſe ſhould be decided by 


Lay-men, as l deſir d it might. 
l hear, It has ſince been ſaid by ſome in favour of 
the Minifters, That they have a Power to judge and 


cenſure thoſe of their Communion, even without the 5 


Party's Conſent; for otherwiſe, ſay they, every Man 


might do as he litt, without the Fear of being call'd 
to account; upon which Suppoſition, it would be im- 


poſſible any Order ſhould be kept amongſt the Diſ- 
fenters, and ſo the Toleration would become uſeleſs. 
But, with their Leave, nothing like this will follow 
from what Jaſſert. The Law of England is in Force 


to keep us all in order, whether Church-People or 
Diſſenters. If a Man is guilty of Perjury and Injuſtice, 
the Government has made ſufficient Proviſion to con- 


demn and puniſh him, without the Aſſiſtance of the 
Presbyterian Miniſters : and *cis a groſs Uſurpation 
upon "the Civil Power, when theſe pretend to ſet up 
for Judges in ſuch Matters, as they did in the pre- 


fent Caſe (tis queſtionable, if there is not ſome Sta- 


rute in Force to puniſh them for their ſo doing); for 


they had nothing to do to meddle with it, ſeeing it 
belong' d to the ſole Cognizance of the Ring s Judges. 
1 can eaſily grant, That the Pres byterians, or any 
other Sect, may diſown and refuſe to communicate 


with ſuch as are immoral and ſcandalous among them, 


thereby caſting them out of their Society; and this 
18 all they can do. But what is all that to the pre- 


ſent Buſineſs ? Nothing had been prov'd againſt me 
for the Ground of ſuch a Procedure ; and tho? the 


Doctor diſown'd me in the Hall (even before he and 
his Brethren gave in their Mock-Verdic) that was 


not what Tat all regarded, nor ſhould have ever made 


the Subject of a publick Appeal to the World; for ! 


do not ſo much value their Society. The Affair in 
hand was purely a Matter of Equity between Mr. 
Reynolds and my-ſelf ; and the Queſtion was, Whe- 


ther he had wrong'd me, by not paying what he ow'd? 


or, 
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and then plead the Toleration for ſo doing, as if the 
Government had made them Civil Judges. 
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or, Whether I had wrong'd him, by ſwearing he 


ow'd me ſo much Money, when he did not? Now 
the Brethren take upon them to determine this with- 
out and againſt my Conſent, in favour of Mr. Reynolds, 


But to return to my Diſcourſe in the Hall: told 


Mr. Tong, That He and his Brethren could not but 
be ſenſible, how impoflible it was for me to have 
undertaken the fitting up of the Charity-School, as 
Mr. Reynolds pretends I did; proteſting to them all 
(as now alſo I do to every one that reads theſe Lines) 


That Mr. Reynolds actually did undertake the Repair- 


ing of that School, with Promiſe of Payment: That 
from firſt to laſt I never did look upon my- ſelf con- 
cern'd to repair that School at any Charge of mine, 
it being a Thing utterly impracticable for me, in the 
Circumſtances 1 was then in, as I am ſure the Mini- 


ſters very well know. Then I askK'd Mr. Tong, If he 


thought in his Conſcience it was an honeſt Thing 
for Mr. Reynolds, (or whoever elſe he ſuppos d con- 


cerned in the Charity-School) to imploy me ſo long 


for 71. 103. and then, not only to diſcard me, for 


no Fault of mine, but alſo to fix the Repairs upon 
me, which came to 5 J. more than ever I receiv'd 2 


5 1 aid, Sir, If you had a bad Servant, I believe you 
2 would not think it fair to turn him away without pay. 
ing him his Wages. Mr. Reynolds objects nothing, 


that I know of, againſt my Carriage whilſt T taught 


his School; for 1 did his Work faithfully; and yet, 
for my being accus d of Difloyalty, which, I doubt 


not, but you all believe me innocent of, I was caſt 


off by Mr. Reynolds, and left to pay 51 out of my 
Pocket, or elſe go to Priſon, beſides the Loſs of Half 


a Year's Work. This was hard indeed! And now, 
after I have paid the Expences of Mr. Reynolds's Suit, 


and undergone incredible Hardſhips on his Account, 
Fo have charg'd me with heavy Crimes, endeavour- 


ing 
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ing to deprive/me at once of my Buſineſs, my Friends 
and Reputation, as if nothing would ſatisfy you but 
my intire Ruin, tho' I never did you, or any other 
of my Accuſers, the leaſt Wrong in my Life, nor 
can you prove one Sy llable of your Charge againſt 
me. Then Mr. Tong ſaid, If I had come in a civil 
manner and defir'd the Miniſters to diſcharge the 
remaining Expences, he ſuppoſed they would have 
done it. He own'd, Twas an heavy Charge they 
had brought againſt me, but ſaid, I muſt thank my- 
Felf for it. Mr. Tang here, it ſeems, forgot in how 
ſubmiſſive a manner I apply'd my-ſelf to him at 
Hamlin's, offering to loſe my Half-Year's Work, 
and be contented, if Mr. Reynolds, or the other Mi- 
niſters, would advance but 5 l. that I might be able 
to pay the Workmen +. I apply'd my-ſelf, in like 
manner, to Mr. Robinſon, and all I got by it, was, 
That theſe Gentlemen made uſe of this as an Argu- 
ment to prove my Oath falſe ; For, ſay they, if Mr. 
Reynolds had undertaken to pay for the School, why 
did you come to us? Yet Mr. Tong at laſt tells me, 
That if Thad apply'd my-ſelf to the Minifters in a 
civil way, he doubts not but they would have pay'd 
thoſe Arrears (I did ſo apply my-ſelf to them, as he 
very well knows, and obtain'd no Relief, but got 
much Harm by my ſo doing). I can't imagine why 
Mr. Tong ſuppoſes that the Miniſters would have paid 
the Arrears upon my applying my-ſelf to them, un- 
leſs he will own, that they were really due, and 
. ought to have been diſcharg'd ſome way or other, 
However, the Reader may obſerve what Self-Con- 
_ © tradition, Falſhood, and Nonſence, Mr. Tong is 
_ guilty of, when he undertakes to defend his worthy 
Brother Reynolds. And if this Gentleman comes ſo 
lamely off, whom, I believe, the World will own 
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to be a Perſon of Temper and Learning fur before any 
other of ni Accuſers, what poor bungling Work may 
it be fuppos'd the reſt made of it? For my part, I 
can ſcarce forbear ſmiling, when 1 reflect upon the 
Moral Certainty which Dr. Oldfield and Mr. Sheffield 
pleaded fo much for, and innocently miſtook inftead 


of Perſonal Knowledge, The Cradle- Holineſs of Mr. 


Rovinſon, and Penitent Confeſſion of Mr. Galloway, are 
alſo Matters of Diverſion. on. 
- Having made an end of my Anſwers, ſome of the 
Miniſters put Mr. Moderator in mind that it was late, 
being now between 6 and 7 in the Evening, and our 
Conference had laſted ever fince 10 in the Forenoon. 


All this while there were two at the Table (Mr. E- 


vans and another) who took Minutes of our Diſcourſe! 
And the Door was kept ſhut ; Mr. R eynolds's Clerk 
(one Lawrence) had the Keys, and ſtood, I ſuppoſe, 


without; for he refus'd Entrance to ſeveral of my 


Friends, after the Conference was begun, as they 
JJ % 
Then the Moderator ſtood up, and deſir'd my 5 
Accuſers and Mr. Reynolds, as likewiſe the Lindfield 


People and my- ſelf, to withdraw a little into the next 


Room (an Apartment adjoining to the Hall); and 
we did withdraw for ſome time: After which, being 
cal'd in again, the ſaid Moderator, Dr. Calamy, in- 
form'd us, That the Miniſters (excepting Mr. Chand- 
ler) had unanimouſly agreed in their Anſwers to cer- 


rain Qzæriès ſet down in Writing, which he was now 


to read to us; And they were as follows, fo far as 1 
can remember (I'm ſure they were to the ſame ur- 
poſe, if not the very fime Words). I. Whether 


the Proofs which the Miniſters had made of their 


Charge, were fatisfaftory ? And the Brethren, by 
holding up of Bands, voted; That they were fatis= 


factory. II. Whether the ſaid Miniſters (my Accu- 


ſers) had done well in warning the People of Lind- 
feld againſt me? This was alſo, by the fame Signal, 
ten — Car 
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carry'd in the Affirmatixe, III. Whether Mr. Sed. 
7441,0ught to be! incourag'd at en or elſewhere, 
as a Miniſter ? This they: had. voted 35 the Nega- 


due 
1 Had — * 4 i-felf — to, the judgment 
of the t Brethren, they could not have been more for- 
hl determining of my Cauſe : But, confidering 
the Agreement mage at the Opening of our Feng 
| — the Moderator's calling for, and receiving, a 
Verdict om the: Body, of Minifters preſent, was a 
mob Han low Breac þ of Truſt; ſuch an Inſtance 
f Fal 19 and groſs 1 1 00 as ought for ever to 
debar ham rom the Chair x. Many of thoſe whom 
the Mod erator now made my Judges, were, but an 
Hour two before, made-uſe of as Witneſſes againſt 
me in tl 9 5 Buſineſs: : Others of them had bu- 
ſily, accord ing to their Talents, pleaded for Mr. 
Re nolds RS me: es BY of them, ſome for Intereſt, 
 lome for Affecti violently attach'd to Mr. 
Remnolds, and the 5 1 F Miniſters, my Accuſers: 
Anc rs theſe fit Perſons: to judge between them 
me ? oe Can any one ſay, theſe were impartial 
diſintereſted M Men, as every Arbitrator ought to be? 
No, certainly! Indeed, this whole Pageantry amounts 
to no more than what is contain d in the old Proverb, 
Al mn Cumpanion if. am a Thief. Beſides, there was 
ſomewhat of Cruelty in what the Moderator now 
did 1 had referr'd my Cauſe to the Judgment: of 
the. Lindfield People (as the Miniſters 100 ad done 
by an expreſs Agreement) at leaſt ſo far as reſpected 
0 Continuance ar them; wherefore I plead- 
| Fein Cauſe with Chearfulae, believi 18 they _— 
honeſtly. in this 1 now ich zd of the 


Miniſter Aa, th and Threatnings; and I was full 
of e Of han pn nr 5 coming in into the 
1 r py 5 —_ 
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Hal, the Doctor would have asked, what their a 4 
ment and Refolution was, now that they had Heard 


both ſides; or, at leaft; that he would rècommend 
the Affair o their forious Confideration; and Tb hive 


diſmilſed the Aſſembly, Which was no more than 


what was com ſented to by both parties. But inſtead 
of this, tu my great Surprize, and when J little 
thoughit of any ſuch thing (ft who would imaging 
the Doctor could have delle ſo baſely?) u n ohr 
coming in, a ſolemn Verdict, or Combination ra- 
ther, of the Fraternity, is read againſt me; not is 
the judgment of the 222 Nr at all re garded 
or inquird after. ebnet. 
The Moderator having tend the aboveſhid Cenelü- 
ſions, or Ozeries, | begam to ſpeak, but was Hindred 
by the confus'd Noiſe the Brethren made with their 
Prating ; for they were full of Talk, as if they had 
juſt obtain'd ſome notable Victory: However; Tcalfd: 
aloud to the Doctor, and told him, 1 had ſomtechat 
material to offer. He anfiver'd noching himſelf; but 
one of the Miniſters, whoſe Name! se not, Iod 


towards me, and ſaid; ia ſurly Tone, That ufter 


Sentence Hothihg would be Heu; and immediscely the 
Aſſembly was diſmiſs'd. Not long before this, the 


Moderator had, iti a great Heat, difown'd their be- 


ing a Court, yet now they aſſume the Authoftey of ' 
avery ſevere one, condettiningime; in their old way, 

by bolding up of Hands: Then they record their 
Mock- Sentence; and, laſtly, inſult me, as if I ftood 
lawfully convicted, and ought not to be heard any 
further. I thank God, was not diſcourag'd — 
barbarous Procedure, nor, indeed, much ſurprid, 

knowing very well, What Treatment is to be expebe- * 
ed from thoſe pretended Courts of Juſtice,” in which 


the Brethren have a Hand. 


It was a moſt unjuſt Thing i in the Moderator to re- 
quire and record 1 in this manner v0 Vote of the Mi- 
. and ir was diſhoneſt in them to give their 

ö | Q2 - Vot, 
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Vote, ſeeing they very well knew what Agreement 
the Doctor and my Accuſers had made with me, re- 
lat ing to Arbitrators or judges. Now ſome of theſe 
Miniſters came out of Suſſex, and are perſonally 


known to me; particularly Mr. John Olive of Lewes, 


and Mr. Thomas Force of the fame; alfo Mr. Jobs 


| Duke of Bright-belmſtone , and Mr. Stokesthen of Hor- 


ſham, with ſome others whom I forbear to name. A- 
mongſt theſe Mr. Ollive's and Mr. Duke's Conduct are 
eſpecially to be noted: The former had join'd with 


Lindfielg, and for a conſiderable Time after profeſs d 


- Friendſhip to me; as did alſo Mr. Barnard (but that 
great and good Man was become incapable of Buſi- 
neſs: far ſome. time before our Hearing, which I 


the rather take Notice of, - becauſe I verily believe, 
had; he remain'd in his former State of Health, his 


great Learning, Authority and Prudence, would have 


given a different Turn to this whole Affair). The 


Tonton Miniſters were diſpleas'd with Mr. Olive up- 
on my Account, as I underſtood by ſeveral Circum- 


ſtances, and 1 doubt not but his Appre henſions of 


Danger that way, eaſily urought upon his timorous 
Diſpoſition to fall in with their Meaſures in condemn- 


ing me. Tis obſervable too, That the Day before 
our Hearing, he had a private Conference with ſome 


of my Accuſers, and inform'd Mr. Virge of his Suſ- 


picions concerning the Event of our Meeting at 
Salters- Hall. Tis not, I think, at all to be doubted, 
but the Miniſters with whom Mr. Olive convers'd, 


and who have all along been free enough of their 


Cautions, and ſometimes even of Threatnings, to 


the Rev. Mr. Chandler upon my Account; I ſay, tis 
not to he doubted, but they made uſe of this Oppor- 
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I M-. Joſ. Beach, Miniſter in the ſame Town of Lewes, never 
meddled with my Affair, ſo far as known io w. 
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tunity, to caution Mr. Ollive likewiſe about this Af- 


fair, and to let him know, how dangerous a thing it 
would: be for him to appear in my behalf. This, 


however, I only propoſe as a rational Conjecture, or, 
in Dr. Oldfield's Phraſe, as a Moral Certainty. Bur 


Mr. Ollive's Conduct, after he had join'd in the Vote 


of the Brethren againſt me, and was now returnꝰd 
to Lewes, is ſtill more remarkable: It was there ex- 


pected he ſhould give ſome Account how. Matters 
went at London, every · body being deſirous of the 
News; and as he had now relinquiſh' d my Cauſe, 
and had join'd with thoſe above in condemning me, 
it was needful he ſhould give ſome Reaſon for that, 
eſpecially having, but a little before, appear'd ſo 


much for me in the Country: Wherefore he ſpreads 
this falſe Report about; viz. That the Minifters had 
fairly carry'd-their Cauſe againſt me; that I could 
not anſwer their Charge, but had all along made Lies 


my Refuge; and added, That in the whole of 7 


Huſimeſs, had ſhew'd more Wit than Honefty. 
this manner Mr. Ollive: continu'd to defame me Noh 


ſome time, and toak, I believe, the. more Liberty 
of doing it, becauſe there was no Likelihood of my 


coming again into Suſſex, the Lindfield People having 
(as was generally ſuppos d) accepted the Propoſal of 
the London Miniſters; and this too look'd the more 


probable, becauſe L continu'd-in the City near Eight 
Weeks, after the Hearing (of which I ſhall give a 


ſhort Account preſently). - Upon my Return to 
| Lindfield, I was: quickly inform'd of the Stories Mr. 
Ollive had made about our Hearing, and deſird him 


in a Letter, to meet me, and make good his Alle 
gations, before ſome Friends both of his and mine: 
This he refus d, but has ever ſince held his Peace, 
and dropt his Pretenſions, ſo far as I can find. 

Mr. John - Duke of Brighe- helmſtone, has alſo been 
very liberal of bis blundering Invectives againſt me? 


As: nn that fails in the World is ridicul'd by tha 


meaneſt 


"oy 
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meaneft of his Neighbours, ſo it far'd with me; the 


great Men at London having led the Way, and abusd no 
me moſt devoutly, Mr. Dake, and his Compeers ſer 
Mr. Froft and Mr. Stabes, with others, the Fag- End the 
of the Fraternity, fall upon me with the utmoſt of my 
their Little Fury. This Mr. Duke being at London, N 
inform'd a certain Gentleman there, That my Cauſe 4 | 
was bad, running on with a very lamentable Story 119 
(ſuch as the Gentleman ſaid afterwards to one of my 1 D 
Hearers, He did not care to repeat); and having } z 
| _ finiſh'd his ſlanderous Diſcourſe, gave him his Hand, ” 
| _ teVimg him, That all he had nom ſaid was true upon his | 
NF Honour. The World, I believe, will not think it 
very Honourable in Mr. Duke to ſpread abroad a falſe 
| Report of one who never deſerv'd ill of him in the 
N leaſt; nor is this an Honourable Return for the very 


conſiderable Services 1 did to his deceaſed: Brother 
6 Mr. Benjamin Datr. However; the Word was made 
uſe of by him luckily enough, and therefore Þehal- 
lenge him upon his Honour, to àppoint a Time when 


9 he will meet me, and maintain what he has ſaid a- 


| Family in a neighbouring Parih3,- If he refuſeth* 
this Demand, after the Liberty he has taken of de. 
faming me, I ſhall uſe other Meafures, little to his 
Honour; whitft, in the mean time, he will, by ſueli 
his Refuſal, fix upon himſelf the Character of an in- 
famous Backbiter. For my part, I know not of any 
thing more abominably inhuman, than what theſe 
Bruthren are guilty of, ho run about and abuſe me, 
bus dare not meet me, to maintain to my Face what 
they ſay behind my Back. I am ſure, their declining 
ta meet me, is an Argument, that they are conſeious 
tq themſelves how groundleſs, falſe aud forged their 
Aſperſions are. This Treatment is Barbarous and 
Creel, for I cannot come after them in every Place 
tœ defend my- ſelf ; nor need any therefore wonder, 
that 1 have now endeayour'd to make my * 
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publick to the World. But beſides the Minifters 
now mention'd, there were many others, as I ob- 
ſery'd, who concurr'd in voting away my Cauſe at 
the Moderator's Requeſt. I ſhall go forward with 


4 a 


in a Paragraph or two. Therefore, 


my Narrative, after | have addteſs d my- ſelf to them 


eln the firſt place, Gentlemen, I deſire you 
would ſatisfy the World and me, What Autho- 

<« rity you had to judge in my Cauſe without my 
_ © Conſent, I never referr'd my-ſelf to You, and 
% whatever Right of Judging you pretend to claim 


© as Miniſters, that was before receded from in my 
* Caſe, when in your Hearing and Preſence, the 
Moderator and my Accuſers conſented expreſly 4 
* that I ſhould not be tried by the Miniſters. You 


7 have voted the Proof ſatisfactory that was brought 
to ſupport the Charge made againſt me: I poſi- 
* tively affirm, That what Mr. Reynolds and my Five 
**. Accuſers ſaid, was no Proof at all; for it notori- 
-- ouſly appear'd, That not one of thoſe Five were 


* Witneſs to any thing contain'd in my Affidavit, 


* tho' they had charg'd it with being falſe in many 
* Inftances from their own perſonal Knowledge, as 


they pretended t. And as for what Mr. Reynolds 


* ſaid himſelf, That could not, in common Senſe, 
be any more a Proof againft me, than what I faid 
** was a Proof againſt him, Yet you have voted, 
that my Accuſers made a fatisfaftory Proof of their 
Charge: That is, You have voted a moſt ſcanda- 
** lous Falſhood, and l challenge you upon your Re- 
< putations, as Gentlemen and Miniſters, to clear 
* Your-ſelves. of it if you can. By a Satis factory 
Proof, you mean ſuch a Proof, as is ſufficient to 
| ** ſatisfy any underſtanding impartial Judge; for if 
* you mean leſs, you 'OWN your-ſelves weak, or : 


a 4 


) 4 . 
Sr 9 . * 2 — Grey 


-, 


2 4 
1 6 20» 


* 
—— 


— 
—— — 
* 


1 : _— — 


Ke the Miniſters Letter:, p. 34, 44. 


ſome- 


. E bug * 
2 ſomewhat worſe than' weak. Now Mr. Rejitd's 
* Teſtimony in his Cauſe, is not, in the cotnihon 


wrong'd him, or that my Oath is at all falſe. To 
« « ys is Teſtimony is a Proof ſatisfaftory to You, 
4e becauſe you believe him an honeſt Man, is childifi 
and abſurd; for I never appeal'd to your Judg- 
** ment concerning his or my Honeſty, much leſs 
c did I refer the Deciſion of — Cauſe to Vou (well 
4 your worthy dear Brother, if I ſhould fo refer my - 
« ſelf). Wherefore; ſeeing Mr. Moderator and you 
L Emery wreſted the Cauſe into your own Hands, 
. contrary to an expreſs Agreement of both Parties, 
done would think, the leaſt you could have done, 
60 . was, to proceed according to thoſe known Rules 
of Juſtice, which are obſerv'd by all Mankind in 
« pablick Trials, and which never did, nor will al- 
4 low any one Perſon as a ſufficient Evidence in his 
© own Cauſe >. Yet you not only allow'd Mr. Reynolds 
* to witneſs for himſelf, but at laſt, ignorantly and 
” . Genen, voted bis Words a fatisfatory Proof 
it 4 2gainft me. It wil) be in vain to ſay, That the 
Five Miniſters my Accuſers proved walt Charge; 
« for they did not pretend to bring any other Evi. 
4 dence againſt me but Mr. Reynolds : As for what 


„ thoſe Five Miniſters ſaid themſelves, to call that 
A ſatisfactory Proof, is Nonſenſe with a witneſs. 

2 Tie had all ſubſerib'd their Charge with their 
own Hands, and teftify'd it very ſolemnly in their 


* Letters ſent to Lewes ; fure, their repeating of 


©that Charge in Salters- Hall, was no way to prove 


it: And for you to admit their: Word in the Hall 
© for Truth, whilſt you queſtion'd the Truth A 
i their Letters ſubſcribed with their Names, 1 


© plainly ridiculous. I deſire you would tell Sag 


* „ Why their Aſſertions in their Letters, were not 
S - as 1s ſentry a Proof againft me, as any thing 


they 


5 Senſe of Mankind, a ſufficient Proof that I have 


knowing, that you would ſoon judge in behalf of 


as 


2» 
1 . * 
1 
on ö N - 


*f' ters had a greater Appearance of Probability: in 
* ſome Reſpetts ; for by their Diſcourſes: in the 


Hall, they made it notoriouſly | manifeſt, that 


** they really knew nothing at all of any one-Parti- 


5 cular contain'd in my Affidavit. Dr. Oldfield 


(hen we came to our Trial) pleaded: only for 


* his Nonſenſical Moral Cert ainty; ſo did Mr, Shef- 
7 field, without giving any other Reaſon nor Proof 
1 of his knowing me guilty; Mr. Robinſon tells us, 
He and his Brethren have been Saints from their 


55 Cradle; Mr. Galloway, by asking Pardon of Mr. 
© Reynolds, Owns a Piece of uncommon Guilt ; and 


* Mr. 7. ong, in Effect, gives up the Cauſe, by con- 
* fefling they had firain'd a Word (He might as 

** well have ſaid; they had firain'd a Charge, for up- 
on that ſtrained Word the whole Charge depends). 
© Theſe, Gentlemen, are the Proofs which your 


* gBrethren made againſt me, and which you voted 


e Satisfactory. The World by this may gueſs what 
© pronounc'd the Minifters Charge ſufficiently pro- 
ved, tho' they themſelves had, in Effect, receded 


alem 162 7-475 5. 


But, Gentlemen, this is not all: When vou 


4 ſaid, the Proofs brought againſt me by the Mini- 


e fters in Support of their Charge, were ſatisfactory, 
© -you meant, the Charge contain'd in the 3 Letters 
e to Lewes (for there was no other Charge); but 


< you may pleaſe to remember, that therein the 
© Miniſters charge me with a Suſpicion of having 
c ſuborned my Brother and Siſter to ſwear falſely in 
„ my Cauſe . To charge a Man with a Crime 


* barely upon Suſpicion, is own'd by ſome of your 


© beſt Writers, and very juſtly, to be a wicked 
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& they ſaid afterwards in the Hall? Nay, the Let- 
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ec thing, becauſe in ſo doing you are not ſure but you 
& wrong an innocent Perſon +. But to let that paſs, 
“ Had my Brother and Sifter ſworn falſely, does it 
ce follow, that | ſuborn'd them to do ſo 2 The Mini- 
< fters, indeed, would fain have made their Evi- 
& dence to contradidt each other, in anſwer to a cap- 


ec tious Queſtion about the Profits of the School; 
© but I ſoon remov'd that trifting Exception: And, 


ct pray, what was all this to the purpoſe of my ſu- 
© borning ? or rather, Is it not an Argument to the 
c contrary, ſeeing none can imagine that I would 


e ſuborn them to ſwear. Contradictions; but would 
* have taught them their Leſſon better, if l had 
©. been ſo baſe as to ſuborn them at all? No Proof 


4 of my ſuborning, nor ſo. much as any Conjecture 


in favour of this groundleſs unjuſt Suſpicion, was 
once inquir'd aſter in the Hall ; but contrariwiſe, 

* Mr. Bedlow and his Wife (knowing what was in the 
* Miniſters. Letters) declar'd, that they ſwore of 


&. their own accord, and to ſuch Things only as they 
©, knew to be true, and were Witneſſes of: Yet you, 
Gentlemen, Hand over Head, vote, That the 


_ ©, Minifters had good Reaſon to believe me guilty of 
* Subornation. I challenge and defy you to pro- 


< duce-any Proof at all, ſatisfactory or unſatisfacto- 


ry, ſo much as mention'd by my Accuſers, or any 
© other, in order to fix this Suſpicion upon me: I 


* know you-tannot ; for the Miniſters, tho they 
<, endeavour d to ſet aſide my Brother's and Sifter's 


| 5 Evidence, never attempted in the leaſt to main- 
S. tain a Suſpicion. of their being ſuborn'd, but in- 


E tirely dropt that part of their Accuſation. Where- 


as therefore you have determin'd, that the Mini- 
 <: ſters made a ſatis factory Proof of their Charge, 
* you therein voted an open and ſcandalous Falſe- 


IT See Ar. Caryl pon Job, c. 22. v. 9 Fol. 2172, 1 


% 
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& hood ; for they ſay, They have good Reàſons to 
ce believe that I ſuborn'd, &c. This is one very 
& conſiderable part of their Charge, yet they never 
« eſſay'd to prove it, nor ſo much as mention'd it 
c in Salters- Hall. E 
* Again, My Accuſers had charg'd me with vile 


cc Ingratitude to Mr. Keynolds, a kind Benefaftor, as 


te they pretend f. This is a heavy Crime, indeed, 
4 and ſuppoſes I had receiv'd ſome great Favour of 
&« Mr. Reynolds; but ftil} it was not prov'd in the 


© Hal), that ever he did me one good Turn, except 


c his putting me into a Charity-School to teach 
«© Half a Year for 5 I. worſe than nothing (As for 


c my Salary in Scotland, I earn'd it dearly, but no- 
thing of that was mention'd at our Hearing): 


«© There was not, I ſay, any Proof given, ſatisfactory 


cc or unſatisfactory, of my receiving Benefits from 
Mr. Reynolds ; and therefore no Proof of that vile 


© Ingratitude with which the Miniſters charg'd me, 
* and yet you are not aſham'd to vote, That they 
ce gave a ſatisfactory Proof of their Charge,” But 
to return to our Narrative 
The Miniſters deliver'd a Copy of their Quæries, 
as they calld them, to the Gentleman that ſtill ſup- 
ported Mr. Froſt (though, at the ſame time, they ex- 
claim'd greatly againſt the faid Mr. Froſt, and de- 
clar'd, they would, by no means, encourage him) : 


Wherefore, in a ſhort time, it was confidently re- 


ported at Lindfield, That my Accuſers had fairly 
prov'd their Charge. And a politick Fetch was made 
uſe of by Mr. Force of Lewes, to put a good Face 
upon the Miniſters Proceedings againſt me. He fad, 
That I manag'd my Cauſe with ſo much Art and 
Temper, that if Right had been on my ſide, I would 


| certainly have baffled the whole Body of Minifters « 
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in the Hall, and have fairly carry'd my Point; but 
ſeeing I fail'd of that Succeſs, he concluded (and 


expetted others would do ſo too) that my Cauſe was 
bad. This was ſpoken in the Preſence. of ſome of 


my Friends, and one of them ask'd him, Why then 


did the Miniſters conceal the Minutes taken at our 


Hearing? To which Mr. Force anſwer'd, That they 
had determin'd it an improper thing to let me, or 


the People of Lindfield, fee the Minutes. I have in- 


form'd the Reader, how the Fraternity were per- 
mitted to break in upon me in a moſt indecent man- 
ner, to my no ſmall Hindrance ; now, to palliate 


this, Mr. Force ſtrains a Compliment (2s Mr. Tong 


had firain'd a Word) infinuating, that if Art could 


have carry'd my Cauſe, I had ſhew'd enough of that, 


and loft it at laſt purely for want of Merit; ſo that 
my Friends did wrong in imputing my want of Suc- 


«oh to the unfair Dealings of the Minifters, ſeeing, 
by his Reckoning, I ſhould have eaſily overcome 


thoſe Difficulties, if 1 had but had Right on my ſide, 
But now, if a Cauſe is carry'd, when all Objections 
are fairly anſwer'd, and ſufficient Proofs given of a 
Man's Innocency ; then, J ſay, I carry'd my Cauſe 


at Salters- Hall, and in deſpight of the 8 Con- 


ſcience, appeal to my Anſwers there; being wil- 
ing to ſtand or fal by them. They dare not ſhew 
be to the World, nor have the Affair try'd by 

en; therefore, 1 fay, I carry'd my. Cauſe in the 


mon Senſe of all Mankind. The Miniſters, I. 
not, were convinc'd how plain and full my An- 
. s were, therefore they were under the utmoſt 


[ Temptation to ſecure their own Credit by any means, 
iawtul or unlawful, and there being no other poſſi- 


dle way left to ſnuffle up their deſperate Cauſe, they 
reſolve to cabal together, and condemn me in a moſt 
falſe, diſhoneſt and barbarous manner, expecting 


that che Opinion of their Holineſs and tender Con- 
en would over- rule all that I had urg d unan- 
| | & 7 15 . 


„ eee 2e t wan 


at all! 


Hands, and to bring me in guilty, tho? they had ſo- 
lemnly agreed but a little before to paſs no Sentence 


The People of Lindfield thought (as they had Rea- 
ſon) that 'twas very ſtrange our Opponent Mr, Froſt 
and his Patron ſhould be allow'd Copies of the Oue- 
ries, whilſt the Miniſters refus'd to give them any 


ſuch Copy, tho? they certainly had the beſt Right to 


ſee them. The Brotherhood, it ſeems, were afraid 


to truſt my Hearers with their Sentence, left, as they 


were appointed to judge for themſelves, they ſhould 


have rejected that Sentence as wicked and unjuft. 


+ Iadvis'd my Hearers to conſult their own Advan- 
tage, without putting themſelves to any further 


Trouble about my Caſe ; and ſeeing the Minifters 
us'd all their Intereſt to oppoſe me, I told them, I 


was willing to lay down my Buſineſs at preſent, and 
content my-ſelf with ſome other Imployment, rather 
than be any Hindrance to them. There was too, a 


Proſpect at this Time of re-uniting the Congregation 
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ſwerably in my own Defence. And now, what In- 
nocence could be Proof againſt ſuch conſummate 
Prieft-Craft 2 What J ſaid for my-ſelf, and am wil- 
ling to appeal to, as a ſufficient Vindication in the 
Judgment of all Mankind, was ſo far from ſecuring 
my Cauſe, that it laid theſe Holy Brethren under a 
kind of horrid Neceſſity, to wreſt it into their own 


with the ſmall Party that adher'd to Mr. Froft, the 


Miniſters of London having declar'd againſt him, as 


well as againſt me in Salters-Hall, and Mr, Mayo of 
Kingſton (the Gentleman that recommended him to 
Lindfield, or at leaſt conſented to his being there), 
promiſing to deal effectually for his Remove. It was 

ſuppos d Mr. Froſt's People would part with him, 


and readily accept of a Third Man, whom the Mi- 
nifters ſhould ſend. with an Allowance out of the 
Fund, according to their Promiſe, I told my People 


on the other Hand, That if I continu'd amongſt them, 


the 
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the Miniſters would certainly be their Enemies, as 
well as mine, and I ſhould lie under the Blame of 
keeping the Congregation divided. I therefore aſſu- 
red them, I was very willing they ſhould unite a- 


mongſt themſelves, adviſing them to take the pre. 


ſent Opportunity of being reconcil'd both with one 

another, and with the London Miniſters, Upon this 
the People ſubſcrib'd me a very good Teſtimonial, 
which | have ftill by me; and continuing amongſt 


them a few Days after our Hearing, I return'd again 


to London, where I was a conſiderable time this Win- 


Being thus out of Buſineſs, thro' the means of my 


kind Benefactor Mr. Reynolds, and the reſt of my 
Accuſers, I apply'd my-ſelf to Dr. Calamy and Mr, 


Tong, repreſenting to them, How hard my Caſe was, 
thus to be depriv'd of my Buſineſs and Livelihood, 


after all the Expences I had been at in attending upon 
them twice at London, beſides the Hardſhips I had 
ſuffer'd before on the ſcore of the Charity-School. 
Therefore I hop'd they would take my Caſe into their 
Confideration, and either provide ſome other Im- 
ployment for me, or allow me whereon to ſubſiſt, 


till ſuch time as 1 could put my-ſelf into Buſineſs, 


This I defir'd of Dr. Calamy and the Miniſters my 
Accuſers, in a Letter directed to Mr. Tong. ] muſt 


fay in this Gentleman's behalf, that he ſeem'd very 


_ Inclinable to hearken to my Requeſt ; and I here re- 
turn him Thanks for his Kindneſs in ſupplying my 


Wants once and again whilſt I was at London. 1 alſo 
thank Mr. 4»derſon for his Kindneſs to me on the 
fame Account. He was generous and free in his 
Converſation with me; but ſuppo#d, from I know | 


not what Reaſons, that I was about to conform. 
Dr. Calamy afterwards confidently reported the ſame 
thing to Mr. Chandler, tho? without Grounds ; for, 
indeed, I don't think the Church of England would 


happy 
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happy Circumſtances. And this, I confeſs, is one 


Reaſon why I have not endeavour'd to make any Iu- 
teteſt that way. My Letter directed to Mr. Tong 


was deliver'd 5 a Servant of Mr, Ogle's, my Attor- 


ney, by whom he ſent a ſhort Anſwer before my ſaid 
7 0] was read to the Miniſters. It was to thas 
Eff 


Si. 


Have the Favour of Yours, and have ſeen Mr, Sted- 
man's Letter. I ſhall lay it before the Gentlemen 
for whom it is intended: And I wiſh Mr. Stedman 
would be fo juſt to them and to himſelf, as to own (what 
he muſt needs know), That he has done Wrong to My. 
Reynolds, But if be thinks he ſhall be brib'd into Sores . 
8 * ton, 1 believe he will be deceived, 


BEI | Sir, lam ; 8 
London, Dec. 22. Your Humble Servant, 
| 1717. | . Tong. 


And if Mr. Tong thought by ſuch an Andes to 
draw me into a Snare, J am ſure he was deceived. 
Tis not hard to gueſs at what he meant by it. How- 
ever, not long after another Letter came of the ſame 
Import; I mean, ftor'd with powerful Motives to 
ingage me in a Confeſſion, that 1 had wrong'd Mr. 


Keynolds (of which, with Mr. 7 ong's Leave, I am 


not in the leaſt conſcious). His Letter was as s fol- 
lows, and without Date. | POINTS | 
Mr. Ogle, | 
Have not omitted to communicate the Letter your 
Meſſenger brought me from Mr. Stedman ; but they 
. there is not in it any Acknowledgment of his 
having done Hr. Reynolds, or any. other, the leaſt 
apy wy conſequently, no. Sign of Repent ance, rea 
ra 


© Authenticity). He ſays; OY IRS) 
Told my Brethren, upon fight of Ar. Stedman's Let- 
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rather ſome inſidious and very odd Expreſſions, as if all 
his —_— were owing to the Cenſure (SENTENCE, 
he ſhould have call'd it) paſ#d upon him by the Mini- 


fters, and not at all to the Evil Behaviour of his own, 


which was the Ground of that Cenſure, ' Till there be 
another Temper appearing, moſt of the Miniſters are fo 
far from thinking it a Duty to aſſiſt him, that they rather 
think it would be a countenancing him in Sin to do it, 
And therefore if you, who have been his very compaſſio- 


nate Friend, could prevail with him (not to accuſe him. 


ſelf falſely) but to own his real (and, as 1think in my 


- Conſcience) very great Faults, you will do. him much 
more effettual Service and Kindneſs, than you have ever 
yet done: And, I am ſure, his ingenuous, penitent Ac- 

knowledgment will never be made uſe of by us to his Diſ- 
advantage, but to his Benefit. And yet I muſt here de- 


clare, We ſpeak not this to bribe him into any ſuch Con- 
feſſion | No, I am no ſuch Fool], which muſt be free 
and ſincere, or it is void to all valuable Purpoſes, Tcan 


| ſag no more, but that I have ſent him ——— 


Jam, 
Vour Affectionate Friend, 
e V. Tow. 


Dr. Calamy ſent a Letter to Mr. Ogle of the ſame 


Import; ſo that I ſhall only tranſcribe a Sentence or 
two (the Originals are by me, if any queſtion their 


1 fer, That I was free to meet him with the reſt of 
them (i. e. the Miniſters), and diſpos'd to aſſiſt him, 


if he diſcover d fuch a Temper, as could give any Reaſon 
to hope, it might do more Good than Hurt. And if 


be ll give us but any Saticfact ion that he is ſenſible. of his 
Sin and Wickedneſs,. Im ſatisſy d, he' find us far from 
being Strangers to Compaſſion, But without ſomething 


— det, to * pen. 
f | "OY am, Sir, 


E 


Your Friend and Servantj 


Edm. Calamy. 


What che Doctor means by the laft Clauſe of his 
Letter, I know not: However, from the whole, tis 


eaſie to ſee what he and Mr. T ong would fain be at. 
A Confeſſion from me would have been very mate - 
rial, as well to juſtify their Brother Reynolds, as their 


own Proceedings in Saltem- Hall. Indeed, if I had 


done Mr. Reynolds any Wrong, there would have 
been ſome Ground for theſe Exhortations, and 1 
| ſhould have been wanting both to my Duty and In- 
. tereſt in not owning it: But tis far otherwiſe ; he 
hath wrong'd and abus'd me in a moſt cruel man- 
ner; nor will Jever be prevail'd upon to juſtify him 
Hs what he hath done, much leſs to accuſe my-ſelf 

falſely. Mr, Reynolds had me under Confinement a 


few Days, by virtue of an Execution for $1. which 


the cn allow'd him as Coſts of his Suit, and at that 


time, he ſent me a Letter, with many fair Words, 
to perſuade me to confeſs that I had wrong'd him. 
My Anſwer was, That I had not done, but received 
Wrong in this Cauſe. Mr. Anbury, a Surgeon, came 


to me, and I anſwer'd him after the ſame manner, 
at which he ſeem'd angry, and told me, Mr. Rey- 
_ molds would make me confeſs to him. But herein he 
was miſtaken ; for that ſame Afternoon I diſcharg'd 
the Execution: And tho' it ſhould have lain 9 71 | 


me to this Day, I would never have own'd a Fault 
that 1 had not committed ; eſpecially to a Man that 


' eruelly abus d nie. When my Coufin Moor waited 


upon Mr. Reynolds with the 8 J. he would not receive 


| it, nor conſent to _ a, ſay ing, The 


Swe 


5 Wen Wie. ben 1357 
of this ind, 1 deſire at preſent ro be excuſed, for ſuch 
Reaſons as 7 am well ſatisfy'a in, and den 4 NG Fn nee. 
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Suit had coſt. him more than 20 1; (1 know not how 


it ſhould, if he usd no:diſhoneſt Meaſures); and 


further he ſaid, It was not the Money that he ſo 
much regarded, as the Loſs of his Reputation, which, 


he pretended, 1 was bound ſome way or other to re- 


pair (meaning, no doubt, by making a Confeſſion to 
him, which, indeed, would have better ſerv'd his 
purpoſe, than my paying 8 J.). Upon my Couſin's 
Return, I ſent him to the Sheriffs Office, where he 
paid the Money, and brought me a Diſcharge, with- 
out Mr. Reynoldss Knowledge or Conſent. One 


would think, he ſhould have known better, than to 


imagine he could keep me confin'd, after I had offer'd 
to pay the Sum mention'd in his Writ: But, tis 


like, his Wrath and Malice tranſported him. I think, 


it will have ſome Weight with indifferent Judges, to 
_ obſerve, That 1 have ſtill maintain'd my Innocence, 
even in the moſt diſad vantageous Circumſtances, and 


when (had it been a lawful thing) I had the moſt 


urgent Motives to bumble my-ſelf to Mr. Reynolds, 
It would have been much eaſier to have aſſerted the 


Juſtice of my Cauſe only as he has done, in the midſt 


of Friends and Plenty. 


; ; 
- < 4 


Tis worth remarking, That the above - quoted 


Letters are in a quite different Stile from thoſe 
which the Miniſters had formerly ſent into Suſſex, 
They don't any longer charge me with groſs Inju- 


Rice, Perjury, Subornation, and vile Ingratitude; 


but only, in general, Mr, Tong would have made me 
own my real (and, as he thinks in, his Conſcience) 


very. great Faults ; in ſhort, that I have done Wrong 


to Mr. Reynolds, We have never heard any thing 


about Perjury and Perſonal Knowledge, .no, nor of 
Dr. 0ldfield's Moral Certainty, ſince the Salters- Hall 


 Buſineſs.. I have been inform'd by Mr. Chandler, 
That when the Moderator. was drawing up his Que- 
ries about me, he would have put in the Word Per- 


%# 


07, bur Mr, ndr Lawyer being preſent, ad 
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vid him not to doit, telling him, It was Actionablel 
Wherefore the Brethren voted me guilty of it, not 
in expreſs Terms, but by way of Equivocation; for, 


thoꝰ they durſt not ſay; that my Accuſers had prov'd 


me guilty of Perjury, yet they voted, that they had 
ſufficiently prov'd their Charge, in which they all 
knew that Perjury was the chief Article. 

As to the Succeſs of my Letter to the Minifiers, 
Dr. Calamy advis'd me to be at Hamlin's next Tueſday 
after the Date of his to Mr. Ogle, where, he ſaid, 
himſelf and his Brethren would — ready ta meet me. 
F waited" there accordingly, but met with none of 
them except Mr. Tong, who defir'd me to come again 
the next Tueſday, and I did fo, juſt with the ſame 
Succeſs ;* for none of them were there but Mr. Tang, 
and he deſit'd me to draw up what l had to ſay in 


Writing, and to ſubmit to Mr. Reynolds and the Bre- 


thren as far as could in Conſcienee. This Advice I 
readily imbrac'd, and drew up a plain Narrative of 
1 Caſe, ſetting forth, How grievouſly I had ſuffer'd 

hy Mr. Reqnoldr, and how: unjuſtly he had ſet on foot 


this whole Procedure againft me; deſiring the Mi- 


niſters to take this Affair into Confideration, and to 


grant me ſome Aſſiſtance, now that they had de- 


priv'd me of my Buſineſs and Livelihood. This Pa- 


per was deliver d to the Brethren by Mr. Jung; and 


afterwards; when I waited upon him for an Anſwer, 
he ſaid, The Minifters wereoffended at my ſtanding $ 
ſo pere mptory in my own Defence ; That he bad 

gotten Ill. will upon that Account, by delivering my 
Paper to them; and that tho himſelf wete inclina- 


ble to do ſomething fort me, yet he could nat com- 
mand his "es ning but they would do as they plea- 


ſed. Task'dihim ſeriouſly, If he thought in his Con- 


| ſcience Mr. Reynolds's bare Word was a ſufficient. 


Warrant for him and lus Brethren to ruin me? He 

ſaid, He could not let it fink into his Mind RENE” 

Repnolds was ſo baſe a Man, as he muſt be, if 
82 


3 
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1 fad of him were true. Then he made.me; 6 Pre- 
ſent, and ſo we parted, this being the laſt Time that 
| — ſpake with 4d What Me. Teng 1 
ciently explains the Ground of his Procedure: 
can't let it ſink into his Mind, that Mr. n 
would do as I have fworn he did. And what then? 
Is this his knowing me guilty of perjury ?. No ſuch 
thing. ii[His charging me with it upon this Preſump- 
tion of Mr. Regnolas's Honeſty, is a very great 
Wrong done to me, and if he is as honeſt as he pre- 
tends to be, I'm ſure he cannot but make me Amends 
for it. But further,” My Friends can't let it fink in- 
to choir Minds, that Mr. Reynolds did honeſtly in im- 
ploying me to teach a Charity-School ſo long for 5/1. 
Vorſe than nothing: They cannot let it fink- into 
| their Minds that I was fairly dealt with in Salters- 
Hal yet Mr. Tong is very angry with them for this, 
as if they had not as much Liberty to think and judge : 
for themſelves as he has! Let us, ſuppoſe for once, 
that my Friends were Great, and Rich, and Power- 
ful, and thoſe of my Accuſers but Mean and Poor; 
and that thoſe Friends of mine ſhould join together to 
judge and condemn my Accuſers, without their Con- 
Tent, treating them with all that Barbarity that I ſuf- 
fer'd, and yet offering no better Reaſon of their Pro- 
cedure, than that they verily believe me an honeſt 
Man: What would Mr. Jong ſay to this? Vet this 
is the very Treatment l have met with from him and 
his Brethren. He ought to remember, that this is 
not to deal with others as he would be dealt with 
himſelf, I wonder the Miniſters are not afraid of 
that Command and Threatning which our Lord him- 
ſelf pronounced, * Judge not, that ye be not judged ; 
yer with what Judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be Judged, | 
«ud with _ ignores. Je ee it NK " wha 10 
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him; but the Number of his Hearers increas d, ſo 
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ven again. The Time has been, when Presbyteri an 

Miniſters were brought before Tribunals of their 
Euemies, and judg'd by them in an arbitrary man- 

ner (juſt as chey now did me at Salt er- Hall. m 


ſure, the notorious Oppreſſions they are guilty of, 


and the unrighteous Decrees they make, do not look 


with a very promiſing Aſpect. 

attended upon the Miniſters at London ſeveral 
Weeks, during all which Time the People of Lind- 
field had no Supply. Mr. Virgo came up to put Mr. 
Tong in mind of his and his Brethrens Promiſe, and 


to 8 the great Neceſſity they were in of a 


ſpeedy Supply: For Mr, Froſt continu'd to preach 
here; no effe&ual means were us'd for his Removal, 
not ſo much as a Line ſent to warn People againſt 


that he ſeem'd in a fair way of being eſtabliſh'd here, 
which would undoubtedly have ruined the Difſeating 
Intereſt at Lindfield. Theſe Things being related to 


Mr. Tong, he ſaid, That Mr. Ollive of Lewes had pro- 
mis'd to ſupply the People at preſent, and wonder'd 


they had been ſo long neglected. Then he again 
promis'd, That a Minifter ſhould forthwith be ſeat 


to Lindfield ; but Mr. Virgo not being willing to bring 


back only a verbal Promiſe to the People, he gave it 
under his Hand, That if Mr. Olive did not ſupply 
them, upon their informing him of it, a Minifier 
ſhould be ſent down againſt ſuch a particular Time 
(within a Fortnight or Three Weeks). But for all 
this, neither he nor his Brethren were in any great 
Haſte to ſupply this People. They ſuppos d they 
had done my Buſineſs, and in that, their own too. 
At this Time it was, Mr. Olive was ſo liberal of his 
falſe ungentleman Reflections upon me; and that 
was all the Help be gave my People. 
The Miniſters ſpecious Promiſes, and Pretences of 
Affection, coming at laſt to nothing at all, my Hear- 
ers nen, reſolv d to ſend for me again. I was 


in. 
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indiſþos'd moſt part of the Time that I was at Lons 
dan, and could not immediately undertake the Jour- 


ney. However, well knowing how Affairs Rood 


Here, I came as ſoon as poſſtble. The People, at the 


fime time, acquainted the London Miniſters with 


what they had done; and the Reaſons of it. acquaint- 


ing them alſo of their Diſlike of the Proceedings i in 
Satters- Hall. They ſaid, They heard no Proof made 


of the Mmiſters Charge againft me, and that no- bo- 


dy of common Senſe would condemn me from what 
paß'd in the Hall A. Vet, our Conference being long 
and tedious, they ſaid, it was poſſible ſome Things 
might eſcape their Memory : : Therefore, they deſi- 
rect hey might have a Copy of the Queries and eſpe- 
ciahy of the Minutes taken at our Hearing; : aſſuring 
them, that their Deſign in this, was only, that they 
might be the better aſſiſted in making a juſt Eſtimate 


of the Cauſe ſo much contefted, and that they might 
be able to ſift the Matter to the Bottom. They i To- 


lemnly profeſsd, That if upon Perufat of the Mi- 
nates, my Anſwers ſhould be found "deficient, or if 


in them there ſhould appear any rational proof of 


che Charge made againft me, they would' forthwith 


diſmiſs me; to which 1 had 'promis'd: my Conſent: 


But if the Affair ſhould prove otherwife by the ſaid 


Minutes, then they hop'd, the Miniſters would not 
blame them for retaining me, eſpecially ſeeing it 
was agreed upon at the Hearing, that the People of 
' Lindfield fhould judge for themſelves in this Affair. 
The Brethren' were fo nettled at this Letter, that 


they would not grant us the Vouchſafement of an 


Anſwer: but raiPd'plentifully againft the People and 
me, faying, They had waſh'd their Hands of 1 us*, 


and would n no wen to do ber -_ 


- * 


** 


2 
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| Ne of Lindfield, fairly acquitted me of the Minifters Charge. 11 


* — dre bave not quite done with em. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Chandler of Turner s- Hill, a Gentleman of 


Known Honeſty and e who has deſerv'd well 
of the Miniſtry above theſe 30 Years, was in the Hal 


when the Moderator put forth his Queries, requiring 


the Brethrens Verdict, but did not vote with them; 
and at my Return hither, he ſent a Letter to Mr. 
Tong, informing him, That for ſeveral weighty Con- 
ſiderations, he could not. believe that I knew my-ſelf 
guilty of Perjury-; that he thought there were ſeve- 
ral Errors in the late Proceedings of the Miniſters; 
and that therefore it was convenient to appoint a ſe- 
cond Hearing. Mr. Jong ſoon after fignify'd his ex- 


* 


treme Uneaſineſs and Surprize at the ſaid Letter, 


pr ognoſticating great Diſadvantage to Mr. Chandler, 


if the Contents of it ſhould come to the Brethrens 


Ears, and therefore (as if it could not be ſafe in his 
own Cuſtody) he puts an unmannerly Affront upou 
Mr. Chandler, ſending his Letter back again to him 


to Turner's-Hill. But now, why is Mr, Tong angry 
with Mr. Chandler for ſpeaking and judging according 


to his Conſcience? , The Moderator had ask'd his 
Judgment, and I had ask'd it too (offering to refer 
the whole Cauſe to him, if the Accuſers would have 
conſented, which is more than can be ſaid for any 
of them that voted in the Hall). Indeed, he declin'd 
to vote at the Hearing, and that, I doubt not, was 
from an honeſt Principle, not being willing to.deter- 
mine raſhly, as the reſt did, in a Matter of ſo much 
Weight. No, he afterwards conſider'd the Matter 


at Leiſure, and at laſt ſent the Reſult of his Thoughts, 


in very modeſt Terms, to Mr, Tong, who reſents his 
ſo doing, and threatens him with Diſſetvice and Diſ- 


credit, if he proceeds any further. Tis hard if Mr. 


Chandler has not a Liberty of Thinking, as well as 
Mr. Tong or his Brethren. There were none amongſt 
the Miniſters, except Mr. Chandler, that had Courage 
enough to appear for me (tho? I am inform d, ſeveral, 
it the Hall with ſome Expreſſions of Diſlike) 4: and. 
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now having this one Friend, and Him, I'm fure, no 
further my Friend, than the juſtice of my Cauſe 


would bear; for the Minifters themſelves muſt own 


Mr. Chandler too honeſt to eſpouſe knowingly a wrong 


Cauſe: Yet, when he repreſented his Thoughts in 


an humble manner to Mr. Tong, all the Encourage- 


- ment he met with, was to be threatned and vilify'd 
for his Pains. This I now complain of, to God and 


the World, as a Piece of horrid Cruelty, Injuftice, 


and Oppreffion! Why fhould not Mr. Tong hear 
with Patience and Candour what Mr. Chandler, or 


any other Man, has to offer in my Defence? He is 


bound to hear him, and to give what he ſaith its due 


Weight, as much as he was to hear what others ſaid 


in behalf of Mr. Reynolds. He may remember, if 
he pleaſes, what Cringing and Fawning there was 
among the Brethren in Salters- Hall, when they plead- 


ed for one another againſt me, 


IT bis was in February (or thereabout) 1717-18, and 
| ſoon after Mr. Chandler went to London, deſiring of 
the Minifters a Copy of the Minutes taken at our 
| Hearing. Many Scruples were made againſt it, and 
Mr. Tong was very inquiſitive with him, why he de- 
fir'd ſo earneſtly to peruſe the Minutes. Mr. Chand- 


ler profeſs'd, He had no other Deſign in it, but to 


ſearch throughly into the Merits of my Cauſe, and 
to determine his Conduct towards me accordingly. 
Mr. Tong at laſt inquir'd, If he did not deſign to lay 


the Minutes before the People of Lindfield ? And he 
ſaid, That was what he principally aim'd at, that the 


aid People, as well as he, might be the better able 
to judge for themſ#ives, But this Mr. Tong would by 


no means grant. Hereupon we ſent a Petition to the 
Merchants Encouragers of the Tueſday's Lecture at 
Salters- Hall, defiring them to ipeerpoſe with the Mi- 

the Minutes. 1 


2 Proceedings in Sal- 


met 
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met with, and particularly, of the Miniſters con- 


dealing the Minutes: But all in vain ; er either 


dealt not at all, or not effectually, in this Affair; 


tho' I have Reaſon to think, that the Paper I had 
ſent was laid before the Miniſters : For afterwards 


Mr. Virgo being in Town, Mr. Sheffield, one of my 


Accuſers, was in a great Paſſion, and ſaid, He thought 
there was never ſuch a Paper before preſented to the Mere 


chants ;, uſing very ſcurrilous Words of Mr, Chandler, 


| becauſe he deliver'd it. And Mr. Robinſon about this 


Time, diſcourſing with Mr, Chandler of my Affair, 
ſaid, I was a Devil, a Devil, an incarnate Devil! 
Such ſcoundrel Terms can theſe Saints uſe, when 
their diſhoneſt Pranks are like to be laid open, 

But, however improper the Brethren have deter- 


min'd it to let us ſee the Minutes; I think it very pro- 


per to appeal to the common Senſe of Mankind, If 
their thus concealing what was ſaid in Salters-Hall, 
be not an unanſwerable Proof that their Cauſe is bad? 
Had their Accuſations been fairly prov'd (as the 
Brethren voted they were), and had my Anſwers 
been deficient, as they pretend; why do they refuſe 
us-a Copy of what was ſaid ? and, Why do they not 
take ſo fair an Opportunity of ſhewing the World 
my Guilt, and vindicating their own Reputation, 

which they know has been deeply queftion'd on this 

yery Account. The Brethren took Care to ſpread 
abroad theirdefamatory Letters in this County againſt 

me, and Mr, Reynolds took care that his Brother 

Froſt ſhould have Copies of them (tho' he denies ve- 

ry devoutly that ever he had any thing to do with 
the ſaid Froſt); yet my lame deficient Anfwers are 
conceal'd, and why? Is it becauſe the Brethren 
would not expoſe me too much? Let the Reader 


judge. No, I fairly baffled all their Childiſh Ob- 


jections: They know, they did not, and could not 
prove their Charge, and therefore they judge it not 
proper to let the Minutes be ſeen. T his famous De- 
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cree of the learned Conventicle, ought, kana g to 
be recorded, and 1 ſhall do my Endeavour that it 
may, in the Mind of every honeſt Reader; There- 
fore, pray mark it, The Brethren firſt paſs Sentence 
upon me and my Cauſe, contrary to dur Agreement, 

and then they determine it improper, to let me or 


my People ſos the Minutes taken of what was ſaid in 
the Hall. Very fine and genuine à la mode de Sanito- 
rum But, with their Leave, I muſt charge this up- 
on them as an unanſwerable Argument and Inſtance 
of their baſe Diſhoneſty ; challenging them, upon 
their Reputation, forthwith to print and publiſh the 


ſaid Minutes; or otherwiſe I proteſt before the 
World, This is an undeniable Confeſſion that their 


Cauſe is bad, in that they dare not commit the 


whole Affair to the common Senſe and juſtice of 
Mankind, as I here Profeſs my-ſelf wilkag and deſi- 


rous to do. 


To conclude ; The whole pains: e in 


this Narrative, plainly ſhews, That the Brethren, 
In ſpiteof all heir boatted Tendernefs of Conſcience, 


are guilty (and, I ſhall ſay, That they ſtand con- 


vitted 'till this is anſwer'd) I. Of Lying fearfully a- 


 gainſt their own Knowledge and Conſcience, in folemnly 


declaring themſelves Witneſſes to that which they 
really knew nothing about *, altho' they would fain 


perſuade us, That they would-not tell a Lye for the 


World: 
H. They are guilty of horrid en Cruelty and 


Oppreſſion. They are unjuſt, in charging an innocent 


Man with grievous Crimes barely upon Suſpicion, 


and from a fond Preſumption they have of their dear 
Brother Reynolds Honeſty. And they cruelhy oppreſs'd 
me in obtruding the Brotherhood upon me as Judges, 
who were not Ko am nor ee en 


. 
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III. And by their violent wreſting of my Cauſe 
into their own Hands, judging me merely at their 


own Pleaſure, without and againſt my Conſent, they 
| are guilty. of a notorious Breach of Truſt, falſiſ d their 


Promiſe, and acted in a manner perfetty arbitrary; 


| betraying a complete Diſpoſition to perſecute, even 


without any Shadow of Law on their ſide (which 


| ſcarce any Jeſuits did before). And what cruel 


Treatment might we expect from theſe Moderation- 
Gentlemen, had they Law and Power in their Hands? 
IV. They have betray'd themſelves groſly ignorant, 
in pretending me to be guilty of Perjury, forſooth! 
becauſe 1 loft the Trial at Weſtminſter ; and meanly 


pleading that their Nonſenſical Moral Certainty was 


K 


the ſame with a Perſonal Knowleage of my Oath's be- 


V. They are guilty of downright Bribery, in offer- 


ing my People Money to judge for them againſt me, 


and uſing ſeveral other baſe Arts to perſuade them 


to caſt me off. And they have attempted in the ſame 
manner, i. e. by Promiſings and Threatnings to cor- 
rupt the Rev. Mr. Chandler, and bring him over to 


their Party, tho' both ſides had appeal'd to his Judg- 
ment. But for further Satisfaction in this Point, I 


refer the Reader to Mr. Chandler's Apology, printed a 


few Weeks ago. e Ws SE Be? 
ng the Minutes, they have as good 


VI. By conceal 
as given up their Cauſe, tho' they continue malici- 


_ ouſly to perſecute me with their ſlanderous Tongues, 
_ railing againſt me for no manner of Reaſon, in the 


moſt opprobrious and barbarous Terms, and giving 
themſelves over to the full Swing of an implacable 
fanatick Revenge. | 


I ſhall here take Leave to tranſcribe a Paragraph or 
two out of a Pamphlet lately publiſh'd by ſome Pres- 


byterian Miniſters at London, in which Mr. Tong, Mr. 
R obinſon, and Mr. Reynolds are concern'd, that the 
Reader may ſee what fine Pretences theſe Gentle- 
| ade waters” —_ it men 


they take upon them to judge his an 
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men can make to Candour and Moderation, notwith- 
ſtanding of their mercileſs Oppreffions &. Mr. Tong 
ſaith f, We hear it already ſuggeſted, That thoſe 


* who are ſo forwards to uſe theſe Spiritual Wea- 
8 pons, would be as ready to uſe Carnal Weapons too, 
* if they had them in theip Power. This (faith Mr. 


Jong) is a Specimen of ſome Mens ſingular Candour 


$6 war Charity for us : We wiſh they would conſi- 


der whoſe Prerogative they now aſſume, and what 


« ig become of that Modeſty and Tenderneſs, of 
te which they have been us'd to ſpeak {He ſuppoſeth 

his Brethrens 
Hearts, without any external Evidence, which is 


the prerogative of God J. Do they come by this 
Knowledge of us by rational Deduction, or by 


cc. 
cc 


ſome extraordinary Diſcovery? Do they rightly 
cc 


conclude, That becauſe we uſe thoſe Means which 
are proper in their own Nature to prevent the 
ſpreadiiig of Error, we would therefore uſe thoſe 
Means which are altogether i improper ? That be- 
caule we uſe thoſe Means that we have always de- 
clar'd our-ſelves to have a Right to uſe, we ſhonld 
therefore uſe thoſe Means that we have always 
from our very Hearts declar'd we have no Right 
© to uſe, and which God has abſolutely forbidden.“ 


cc 


He means Carnal Weapans, and Secular Engines, 
Theſe fine Gloſſes Mr. Tong makes uſe of to per- 
ſuade his Reader, thar he and his Brethren are far 


from 2 perſecuting Spirit: And ſo confident is he of 
their ſtanding clear from all juſt Imputations of that 


Nature, that he ſuppoſes it a preſumptuous judging of 
their Hearts, a bold intruding upon the Prerogative 
of God, for any to e that Nele e in . 
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the leaſt Diſpoſition to perſecute. I deſire Mr. Tong 
and his Accomplices would reflect a little whoſe Pre- 


rogative they aſſum'd, when they determin'd me 


guilty of their Charge, merely upon a vain Preſump- 
tion of their Brother Reynolds's Sincerity (ſeeing, if 
he had any, it could not certainly be known to them, 
but to God only); and this they did in Contradicti- 
on to the manifeſt Proofs and Circumſtances which 
were notoriouſly on my fide ; and, I may ſay, in Op- 
poſition to the known ' Rules of Equity and Juftice, 
which will never allow of their enthuſiaſtical Surmi- 
fes as a Rule in Judgment. Again, To ſecure the 
Reputation of Chriſtianity and Mr. Reynolds, my 
Accuſers made uſe of Violence, Falſhoods, Bribery, 
and Oppreflion, Carnal Weapons all, to cruſh an in- 
nocent Man, and then meanly pleaded the Toleration 
for their ſo doing; tho* this, by the way, was no 
great Compliment to the juſt Government under 
which we live. Tis true Mr. Tong and Mr. Reynolds, 
with the reſt of them, are tolerated to preach; yer 
they are not tolerated to defame and oppreſs their 
Meighbours, nor to wreſt into their Hands the Trial 
of thoſe Cauſes which belong to the ſole Cognizance 
of the King and His Judges: | am ſure, the Tolera- 
:ion adds no Force to their ridiculous Sentences of 
this kind. And now, Gentlemen, I can ſay, with- 
out any further Revelation, or extraordinary Diſco- 
very, That you whodealt thus by me in Salters- Hall, 
would moſt certainly and cruelly perſecute me, were 
it in your Power. This Deduttion is fair and una- 
voidable, deny it as long as you wil); for your Pro- 
ceedings againſt me, prove it upon you beyond all 
Gontradiction. . 
Mr. Reynolds, in the ſame Book t, admoniſhing Mi- 
nifters t to be bumble, ſaith, 4: 1 then that are 
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© truly meek and humble, do avoid, as much as 
r may de, all angry and wrathful Paſſions They 
care not of a proud and haſty, a fierce and furious 
5e Spirit, that will bear no Contradiction.“ I appeal 
to all indifferent Perſons, who were preſent in Sal- 


ters-Hall, if this ſame Mr. Reynolds, who ſo devout- 
ly preaches up Temperance and Humility, did not 


then and there ſhew himſelf notoriouſly to be of a 


proud and haſty, a fierce and furious Spirit. He 


m_ with ſuch paffionate Looks and Geſtures, as 
fficiently betray'd the Tranſports of Wrath, Pride, 
and implacable Revenge that he was under : Nor 
could any one ſhew himſelf more impatient of Con- 
tradiction, than he did. In the next Page he fur- 
ther deſcribes a Man truly humble, and faith, © He 
: 4 is not of ſuch a litigious and ſtubborn Spirit, as ra- 


ther than own a Miſtake, to maintain an Oppoſi- 
1 8 6. tion, tho? all Objections have been fairly anſwer'd.“ 
This, I ſay, is exaily his own Caſe : I have fairly 


anſwer'd all the Objeftions made by him againſt wy 
Oath, yet he not only keeps up a Quarrel, but fol. 
lows me from Place to Place, as if his Wrath were 
_ unfatiable. So long as Mr. Reynolds and his Brethren 

concern'd in the preſent Narrative, continue to act 
perfectly the Reverſe of what they profeſs, we muſt 
give the World' Leave to retain the fame Opinion 
they have all along entertain'd of them and their 
7 Predeceſſors; p which, I'm ſure, is none of the beſt, 


And now to conclude, Irefer my- ſelf to the judg- 
ment of the impartial Reader, Whether, conſider- 
ing the whole Circumſtance of this Affair, there re- 


mains any Appearance of Guilt on my fide ? or ra. 


ther, If the Miniſters have not fearfully abus'd and 


N wrong'd me? lam ſurethey have, and that they are 


bound, as Men and Chriſtians, to make me a ſuita- 
ble Reparation for the Hardſhips have undergone, 
and do $11] ſutter upon theirs and Mr, Reynolds's Ac- 

| count. 
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count. That their Cauſe is bad, I think every inge- 
nuous Man will-own, who reflects upon the Mini- 
ſters Condutt with reference to it. Had there been 
any juſt Ground for their Accuſations, there would 
have been no need for thoſe diſhoneſt Artifices and 


ſorry Shifts which the Minifters us'd, to ſupport them 
_ againſt me, and to bring me in guilty, The Bre- 
thren ſay, Their Charge was fairly prov'd : If fo, 


why. did they refuſe to ſubmit thoſe Proofs to the 
Judgment of impartial Men among the Laity, ſeeing 
they knew at firſt what they could prove, and what 

not? Why did the Miniſters chuſe a Moderator who 


Had been practiſing againſt me with the College, and 


came now with Letters in his Pocket, which he and 
my Accuſers had extorted from the Vice-Chancellor 


by their joint Complaints againſt me? Why did the 
Brethren, by Threats and Promiſes, endeavour to 


corrupt the People of Lindfield, to whoſe Judgment, 


(.o far as it concern'd themſelves) both ſides had 
formally appeal d? And why did Mr, Moderator 


afterwards recede from this Agreement, and notori- 


_ ouſly betray his Truſt, by requiring a Verdid of the 


whole Fraternity ? *Tis as ftrange, that fince the 
Hearing, Mr, Tong ſhould ſometimes threaten, and 
ſometimes fawn with Mr. Chandler, in order to gain 
his Compliance with their Meaſures, never offering 
to convince his Judgment by fair Reaſoning. Dr. 
Calamy has took much the ſame Method with him, 
treating him even with 11] Manners, and not conde- 
ſcending to inform him better in this Affair, though 
Mr. Chandler earneſtly defir'd it. That Cauſe is cer- 
tainly a bad one (if chere is any ſuch thing as Moral 
Certainty) which can be ſupported only by baſe diſ- 


| honeſt Means, and which won't bear a fair Exami- 
nation. Such is that of the Miniſters againſt me; 
for they have manag'd it all along with ſcandalous 


and diſhoneſt Artifices. I doubt not but they are 
conſcious to themſelves of it, and upon that A 
e | _Ibe-_ 
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I believe it is, they ſo obſtinately conceal the Mi- 


nutes, and have ſhew'd themſelves fo inrag d at my 
appedling to the World in this Affair. But I deſire 


theſe Gentlemen, and all others who concurr'd with 


the Moderator in condemning me, would remember 
What dreadful Guilt they lie under, ſo long as they 
refuſe to make Reſtitution for the great Wrongs they 


| have done me. I have ſuffer'd much, and do ſtill, 
upon the ſcore of Mr. Reynolds Charity-School ; and 


the Minifters who have taken his Part, beſides the 
great Expences they have put me to, in going and 


ſtaying ſeveral times at London about this Buſineſs, 
| Have; moreover, robb'd me of my Reputation, ma- 
King! me appear vile in the 8 ght of Multitudes that 


would "otherwiſe have been 4 Friends. On the 
other Hand, I know not of any one unfair Step that 
I took in vindicating my-ſelf againſt the Accuſations 


of the Minifters, nor do they charge me with any. 


My Propoſals have allalong been fair; and all I now 


deſire is, That every one would! judge i in this 2 
0 28 128 real WN Merits of youve, ' 
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